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Preface.

Ir i8 a matter which cannot but excite the
regrot of every reflecting mind, imbued
with the principles of true religion, that so
many, occupying the responsible position of
parents, are found almost entirely negleetful
of the duties which devolee upon all whe
sustain that interesting character. Much
paing are employed, and considerable sums
expended, in teaching children a variety of
things, which are deemed esgential to con-
stitute what is called & polite education,—but
which acquirements, frequently, are of no
real advantage to the poeseesor, in render-
ing the present condition prosperows; and
too often, alas! are fatal barriers in the
way leading to objects of an ever-enduring
natore.



¥ PREF ACE,

History presents us with numerons ex-
amples of the greatest and most permanent
benefits resulting from the instroetion of
wise and affectionate mothers, Many emi-
nent servents in the church of Christ,
besides the illustrious DoppringE, have de-
lighted to recur to the eventful period,
when they hearkened to her, whose epeech
was always seasoncd with wisdom, and in
whose tongue was “the law of kindoess."
Soch an one will be prompt to discern
opportunities most favourable for commu-
nicating usef! knowledge, and skilful to
practise those wethods, by which what is
taught shell be too engaging to be emsily
- forgotten. The every-day ocourrences of
life—a walk in the garden, the field, or the
retired lape,—all will yield profitable hints
to the contemplative chserver of Natora's
diversified operations, and furnish lessons,
which may lead the youthful mind to Hiw,
in wham "“we live, and move, and have
our being."



