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CHAPTER I

EORGE WASHINGTON was bred a
gentleman and a man of honor
in the free sechool of Vieginian
society, with the gemeration that
first learned what it meant to™

maintain  English  communitics  in

America in safety and a sell-respect-

ing independence. Ile was born fn

a season of quiet peace, when the

plot of colenial history was thickening noiselessly and

almost without observation. He came to his first man-
hood upon the first stir of revolutionary events; caught
in their movement, he served a rough apprenticeship



