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ADYERTISEMENT.

Tue Author of this small volume has for
some Ume past been convineod that the sub-
ject of which it Ireals, is, cven by & cerfain
elazs of pious people, wmisunderstnod and neg-
lected. He feels desirons, therefore, of calling
their sttention to first principles, and of re-
minding them of the connexion between expe-
rimental and practical religion; with a special
reference, however, to the welfare of young
Christians.

First impressions are, generally, powerful
and abiding; and mueh of the Christian’s hap-
piness or sorrow, through life, depends upon
the direction which his judgment and heart
may reccive immediately after conversion.
He who starts well, is likely to run well; and
although none are safe but those whom the
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vi ADVERTISEMENT.

Lord keeps, yet many Christians regret the
bias which carly associations gave to their
thoughts and feelings, and find, as they ad-
vance to maturity, that they have much to un-
learn.

Nothing, then, can be of greater importance,
than the formation of religions character.  As
the health and morals of many a child have
been ruined by unsound discipline; so the
growth of many a babe in Christ has been re-
tarded, and the vigour of his spiritnal constitu-
tion impaired, ay well by the unwholesome
moral aliment he has caten, as by the habits
into which early training induced him to set-
tle down.

The Anthor, happily for him, has a consi-
derable number of youthful converts under his
Pastoral superintendence, for whose steadfast-
ness in the frith, and usefulness in the church,
he feels deeply interested; and while he
walches, with considerable anxicty, the de-
velopment of their characters, he i3 concern-
ed that their first movements should be made
under the counsel of the Divine Spirit, by the
admonitions of the Divine Word, He has,
therefore, attempted to colleet from the Holy
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Seriptures some information, which, in this
digested form, he hapes may prove useful to
the Tambs of his own flock, in particular; and
to young disciples of the Haly Saviour, in
general,

And if any of the inconsistencies of Chris-
tians, further advanced tn the Divine life,
should, also, be vorrected—for admonitions to
the voung are sometimes beneficial fo the
aged—ihe Author’zs rewsrd will be ample;
and he shall rejoree with them o giving glovy
lo the Divine Spirit, “from whom sl holy
desires, all good eounsels, and all just works
do proceed.



