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Specral RErorts oM Enooariosan Svslecrs.

The following reports sre based on informetion collected during
a tour made in Germany, at the instanoe of the Board of Edneation,
by the auwthors, Mr. Frank Fletcher, Mr. J. W. Headlam, one of
His Majesty’s Inspectors of Becondary Schools, and Mr. J. L. Paton,
during the months of Auguat and Septernber 1906,  Through the
courtesy of the Prussian Mindstry asnd the Hamburg Edueation
Authority, they were enabled to attend the lesaons at & large number
of schouls (a list of which 13 appended), and the Board desire to
oxpress their warmest thanks to the Prussian Kulbes Ministerium
and the Hamburg Oberschadbehfrde for permission to visit the
gchools and to the direetors and their eollengnes for the ready
courtesy with which they weleomed them, and the kindness with
which they placed ut their disposal information for which they asked,
The Board also express their oblicationa to Dr. Heinhardi, Vortra-
gender Rat in the Prussan Ministry of Edusation, and o Dr. J.
Ziehen and Dr. . Bilte for holp given at Frankfurt.  The following
schools wore visited by one or more of the throe gentlemen con-
dueting the inquiry, all of whom were prosent at Frankfust :—
Huonnover.—3tidt. Leibnizechule. Direktor: (Geh. Rat E.
Ramdohr. Kgl. Kaiser Wilhelma-Gymnagium. Direktor:
Professor Dr. Richard Wachsmuth.
Linden-Huannover —Btidt. Humboeldtechule. Direlktor :
Professor Die, Ochlmann,
Magdeburg.—8tidt, Oberrealschiule u.  Realgymnasinm
(Guericke-Schule). Direktor: Dr. Hummel.
Hambuerg.~Wilhelm-Gymoaginm. Direktor:  Professor Wil-
helm Wegehaupt. Realgymnasium  dezs  Johamnmeums,
Direktor:  Professor Dir, Tendering,
Altona—8tidt. Realgymnasium und Realschule.  Direletor :
Professor Dr, Borbein.
Frankfurt.—Lessing-Gymnasinm, Direktor: Dr.  Friedrich
Neubauer. Goethe-Gymnasium. Direltor: Dr. Ewald
Bruhn. Wihler-Reslgymnasium, Direktor:  Dr. Otto
Liermann. Musterschula, Direktor: Dr. Max Walter,
H004%,  4000—YYE, 18040,  1/10, Wy &8 6l “
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Berlin.—Askanisches Gymnasiom, Direktor : Professor D,
A. Busse, Kgl. Frnazisisches Gymnasium. Direktor :
Dr. Georg Schulze.

Charlottenbirg —Stads.  Kaiser Friedrich-Schule. Direktor :
Dr. phil, Johann Alfred Zernecks.

Breslaw—atadt, Gymnasium  und  Realgymnasiom  zum
heiligen Geist, Direletor: Dr. Wilhelm Richiter,

Dresden—Stadt. Droi-Kimig-Sclale.  Rektor @ Professor D,
IMugo Schladebach.

The immediate object of the tour waa Lo enable the inguirers to
agquaint themselves with the * actual working of the system of
organisation which has recently been intredueed into some of the
Frank{urt and other schools, and which iz known as the * Frankfurt
reform scheme ™  The charscteristic of this iz that the age as
which the study of the ancient languages is begun is postponed
later than has been customary. Latin 18 not begun Gl the age of
twelve, Greek not till fourteen. It s maintained by those who
advocate this eystem that under it boys can, before they leave
school, attain the same standard of profiviency in the eclassical
langruages a8 those who have besn brought up on the old system.
The importance of this, if true, 1= clear. T6 would immensely
simplify the problems connected with the choice of classienl or
wodern side, and the transforence of Loys [rom one Lype of school
to another. It wus therefore necessary to inguire how far the
olaims made for the system were Justified, whother the cxperience
of Germany was such a8 to encourage those who wish to introduce
# sumilar system nto Bogland.  Above oll, the Board desired to
finel out whether, in those schools in which both Greek and Lativ is
taught, the result of the change appeared to be Lo strengthen and
raise the position ol the classics, and to maintain s high standard
of exeellence smong those who had been educated under it, or
whether, as has been suggested, it Is only one step in the other
direetion, and is merely part of a gradval proeess, the ultimate
result of which must be the abolition of what is known as a classical
eduoation,

The system haa besn in foree for over ten years in certain selected
schools ; it has been tried under some of the ablest masters in
Germany ; a whole generatipn of schoolboys has passed through
the aschools and proceeded to the University. We have, then, an
experiment conducted with exceptional thoroughness, and the time
seems to huve come when if should be possible really to judge of
the smecess which may be expected from it.

" In deawing up the Reports each of the three investigators has
taken for himself a special department. Mr. Fletcher, for his
special subject, takes a comparison bebween the standard of attain-
ment reached in the German schools with that of the English
schools. Mr. Headlam supplies the general historical introduction.
Mr. Paton especially deals with methods of teaching, Buch of them,



()

however, has reserved to himself full freedont to put in his Hepurt
everything on which it seemed to him desirable to lay stress.  There
is, in consequence, somes inevitable overlapping. Tt is also probable
that there will be found some points on which the opinions of the
writers differ from one another. It seemed, however, better to
adopt this plan, and so to lay the evidence fully before the public,
than to attempt to draw up formal ond definite conelusions. In
thiz way alono could a true estimate of the positien be _made,
whether by the Board, who, it need scarecly be said, are in no way
risponsible for the opinions expressed, or by the general Teader,
who ean balance for himsolf the arguments .put forward by tho

Office of Bpecial quui.l'i{-_ﬁ atd Leports,
December, 1009,
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THE ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE
REFORM 1IN CLASSICAL TEACHING
IN GERMANY,

The object of our visit was to make ourselves acgnainted with
the work of the schools arrangod om the Frankfurt system, to
“inguire into the methods of toaching, and to estimate the resnlts,
Wa were chiefly comeerned with them from the point of view of
classical instruetion: we ers to inguire what effeet the new
arrangement of the work hul on the progress of the boys in
classies, and especially whether, as is claimed, it enabled them to
make greater progress in a shorter time, or whether, as bas been
sugpested is the cage, it brought with it a zerious lowering of the
standard and was only onc mare step in the gradual change
which iz slowly but surely diminishing the thoroughness and
importance of classical sturiic.a.

Ptowms, however, from the first clear Lhat if one report was not
to be actually misleading it would be impossible to confine our-
sehves to u consideration of the “reforin schools” It is neces.
sary to include some consideration of their relation to the normal
German school.  Anyone who goes frore Kngland to one of these
Frankfurt schools will find much that is novel, strange, and
mteresting. It does not follow thoat allof this s to be attributed
to the characteristies special to them. BAneh which is strange to
us in England is commen te thent and to all other schools in
Germany, The paticular points by which they are differen-
tiated from the others are often of small importance compared
with thoss pointa which, while different from our system, are
universal there. It soon became apparent that it was those
characteristics which they had in commen with all the other
sthools that deserved our attention as much as those which
were peculiar to themselves, and there is a real danger lest we
may sttribute the suecess attained o the geculin.r maethod of
organisation when it is to a great extent due to quite other
CRllges,

Tiue Reroryd MovEmzsT v PRUASIA.

The truth is that though we speak of the Frankiurt schools as
reformed, as compared with the tmditional Englis'n system, it is
not only they which deserve the name. Now all German
schools are reformed.  During the last Tew years there has taken
place a great change in the methods of classical teaching, It is
o change similar to that which is now being actively promoted
in England by many of the most experienced teachers and
distinguished ~scholars, The movements in England and
Germany spring from similar causes and have the same aim in
view. The Germans have moved mere rapidly than we have;
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