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INTRODUCTION,

The Paace of Phiiloerates, 5348-340 n.c.

Frow 357 n.ce the Athenians had been at war with Philip 1
for the recovery of Amphipolis, A larre sum of motey had
Lreen epent | (Aesclhines menlions 1500 falents, aboot
£ a50.000], and wvel the war had heesn notlipng bt E':r‘,"_"'"'"."':' f"
a catalogue of losses.  Pydua, IFocidaea, Methone ';j;ff*
had followed Amphipolis : Fobper bad broken loose
from Athens; the larger isiands of the new confederation,
Caorcyra, Chios, Rl:odes; had asserted thelr independence, or
passed into the contrel of [oreign poteatates. Through the
whole of the ten years wineh elapsed frora ithe capiure of
Amphipolis to the fall of Qlyndins, disaster kad aeccompanicd
the Athenian amms.  No doulbt the failure was due to their own
inaction. “‘ir‘tl'iug cffective could be accomplished without
personil service on the pare of the citizens, and large
contributions were n:r_‘dl:d il order to proaace the
sinews of war. Buu the Alhepdans woold neither serve nor
contribude.  In vair had LDemosthenes vrped the absolute
necessity of shaking ofl the fatal lethargy ; the popular party, led
by Eubuilus and his {riends, were vnwilling Lo risk their position
by unpleasant proposals, and the people naturally listened the
mast readily to those who made the fewest demands upon them.
At length even Demostheneswas foroed ta confess that more would
be gained by making peacethan by continuing a war, i
which was no war at all. On the other part, Thilip, i:::'rrrfj
was most unwilling to bring matters to a crisis. e,
Already in 352 an attempl to enter the pass of
Thermopylae had been prevented by the prompt action of the
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4 INTRODUCTION,

Athenian fleet, and he wss aware that his present designs
would meet with opposition at Athens. Defore he provoked this
opposition he wished to sccure his power. Peace would also
be grateful to the Macedonians. Their trade was ruined by the
blockade of the ports, and they wore onable to supply the
deficiencies of their own country by importation.  Hence there
was a desire for peace on both sides; and en neither could the
peace be ronuine. It could paly he a cessation of arms, in order
to prepane for the greater carflicd which was becoming inevitable.
2 Im the vear 348 when the Nubdean ambassadors wére at
Athens voncluding a peace for that jsland, they were directed
by PLilip to inform the Athenians of his willingness
to come 1o termsd. MNob long allerwacds an
Athienian named Phrynon, a man of the lowest
characler, was captored by Macedonian freebooters and com-
pelled Lo pay a ransow for his liberty. W hen he arrived at Athens
he begmed that an envoy might be sent with lim to represent
his case to Fhilin, in order that he mizght tocover the moncy
paid. ‘The request was groated by the people, and Cresiphon
was sent with Phrynon to Pella. On his return Ctesiphom not
only gave an zogount of his mizzien, bot alse stated that Thilip
wis anxous to bring the war tooan end, and be at praoe with
Athens,  The ooople were delirhied at the news, and pave Lheir
approval tu the preposal of Philocrates that Philip should be
allowed to sead a herald and eavays Lo Athens 1o open negotia-
tives.  The proposal was net without opponents, whoin
Acsclunes represents a3 influenced by pary spirit. An action
for ¢ illegality " was got up by Lycinus and others, on the ground
that all negatiations with Fhilip were forbidden hy law, and the
penalty was fixcd at one hundred talents, When the case came
on for trial, Philocrates was il and unahle to attend. Demos-
thenes undertook the defence, and -at the end of the day
Ihilocrates was acouitted.  IHis opponents failed te obtain a
fifth of the votes.
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AESCHINES OPPOSED 70 PEACE, 5

At thiz time (automn 348 1.0 occurred the capture and 3
destruction of Olynthus, which at ence put an end to these
friendly nezotiations, The [l of Olynthus seemed to leave
the way to Athens open ; the mingled treachery
and force towhich the ruin of the great city was due, The fall of
revealed Philip's power in its most real and formid- Ef:;;l":"";
ahle aspect, while his treatmesnt of the captives, oe-riom
whom he sold into slavery or gave as presents to his _
fricnds, showed what 1elienes migiht expeet i they fell inte his
hands.,  ©On Adlenian parties the elfect was namrally tothrowintn
discredit Eubulus znd kis followers, 1o themy, more than o any
one elze, the dilatory policy was dne, which had hrooght Athens
inte such a positicn of donger and disgrace. The prediclions of
Diemosthenes had boen more than verificd.  Tewas necessary for
the popular party to justify themselves in the eyes of Lthe people,
and to rescue the city from the position mto which their fobly
had plunged her.

From this point of view Aeschines came forward as the oppo- 4
nent of Philip. Iynaring all that Tremosthenes had said and
proposed, acting as though the O0vaddiecs had never b
bewn spaken, be claimed to be the first 1o point out “ ::I",-"-:::‘
the plots of Ililip against Hellas. Hiz speech,  powy
if we may trust Lhe acconnt given of it by De-
mosthenes, was one of (hose displays of rhetoric i which
Aeschines loved to indulge. He read put the decrees proposed
in the glerous days of Athens hy Wlilbacdes and Themistocles,
and the oath taken by the yoeng Athenian soldicr on receiving
his arms from the state in the tomple of Althena Aglavrus,  As
a proof of the mischisf which Thilip was deing in spie of
lis friendly proposals, Ischander, an actor who had recently
returned from Areadia, was brought ferward te anmounce
that 'hilip was cembining the Peloponnezus against
Athens. The speech ended with a proposal that £&ezars ot
envoys should be senl out to rouse all Hellas “';:,;'T“
against the common enemiy, and to invite the vanous
states to despatch plenipotentiaries to Athens to discuss the



f INTRODUCTION,

situation. The proposal was agecepted ; and the enveys were
sent,— Demosthenes ironically decfares that they were sent
*ag far as the Red Sea) Aeschines visited the Peloponnesus in
persan,
§ It will be chserved that Aeschines does not propose that
Athens should take any immediate action against Philip. Not
aword 15 said of new taxes or personal service ; there
Yof 82 I not a hint of that advice which Demosthenes so

S R F |
oeanes  OTEently pressed vpen his countrymen; net the
jakerr,  tezstsuggestionthat a radical change must be made

in Athenian habits and dispesitions before success
can attend any measureg againg: Fhilip.  Aeschines does indeed
azzerl that the Atheniang ave asleep, but the ceprossion mercly
means that in his opinion they have not yet perceived the
object of Mhilip’s plots,—an opinion which is quite groundless.
Sofar is be from proposieg vigorses measures, that he speaks of
the pienipotentiaries as comping to Athens to discuss the guestion
of war or feoce /!
6§ The result was feilures Tt is douhtful whether any city re-
sponded 1o the cafl and sent ambassadors to Atlens. From the
Noreh little cocld be cxpected. Thessaly was prac-
N farcifnr- tically in Lhe control of Philip: and central Greece
daon -*'E'_’_' T wag exhaunsted by the * Sacred war In the Pelo-
Jiﬁi‘r}m ponnests there was hopeloss division. Somwe lime
Siig,  previously the council of Megatopolis, in fear of
Spartanassression bad sent te Athens forassistance,
and m spiic of the earnest enteeatics of Demnethenes dsislange
had been refused.  Philip bad selsed the opportuniy; he
offcred to support the Arcadians against Sparta, and in this way
obtammed a footing in the Ueloponnesus, The Alessenians also
were not disinelined to welcome onme who would ald them
against their inveterate enemies.  Arces was influenced by
similar views. AWith such peighbours Sparta was unable, even
il she wished, to spare men or money forforeign service, and in
fact she never tock any part in the struggle of Greece with Philip.
Corintly was equally lnactive. Qf Lis own nussion te Arcadia
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Aeschines has left us an account. IHe spoke before the Teno
Thousand &t Megalepolis in opposition to Hieronymus the sup-
porter of Philip, and pointed out what mischief the Aerehives
venal and corrupt partizans of Philip were doing . 1000
ta all Hellas, pot to their own states only.  On

his return he indolged in violent abuse of T'hilip as a bar-
harian and a fond, and gave a melancholy acceont of what he
had scen on his journey home.  He had met a Greek with a
train of 30 wemen and children, and on ebquiring whe the man
wis, and what were the peaple witl him, he was told that it was
Atrestidas oo his way from Olyathus with the captives which
Fhilip had given hiw,  Asschines was so touched at the
sight that he buarst imo tears, and lamented the condition of
Greece, in which such iniquities could go unpunished. Tor no
one had responded to his appeal. Some waited to sce what
waonld happen, others even took the fickd apainst Athens.
Aeschings cowld do no mpre than propose that ambassadors
should be sent to Arcadia to make formal aceosations against
the Maceconian party.

After such a failure it was patural that the desire for peace
should be repewed at Athens. Same measurez of defence
were indeed taken: Timarchus brougnt forward
a proposal in the senate that any one who If;’f_‘;—j};‘:_
supplicd Fhilip with materials for war shonld he e,
put 1o death; Chares was despatched o watch
Athenian interests on the coast of Thrace, where Cersobleptes,
the king of the Odrysians, had jest rencwed hestilities with
Philip—a movement doe to the sugrestions of Demosthones,
Bt the desertion of her aliies doringr the Social War and the
refusal of the independent cities to join in any common
effort left Athens comparatively helpless,  She was no longer,
43 in the davs before 358 B.C., at the head of o confed-
eracy which extended from Corcyra to Byzantium and Rhodes.
Samos alone, among the larger istands, continued 1o pay tribute.
Even Euboea was last. The average amoont of contributions
received from the remmants of a league which bhad once numbered



