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NOTE ON AUTHORITIES

—_——

Tar most importent contempornry European authority for the
early part of Avrangzib's reign s the French physician Bernier, who
lived in India from 1659 to 1666, and whoss Trecels have recently
been mdmirably edited by Mr. Constabla, Bernier writes as &
philesopher and man of the world : his eontemporary Tavernier
{1640-1657) views Indin with the professionsl oye of & jeweller;
nevartheleas bia Travels, of which Dr. Ball has produced & scientifie
edition, contain meny valuable pictures of Mughal life and
charactar. Dr. Fryer's New docotind of India ia chiofly usefol ma a
deseription of the Mardthd power under Bivaji, for the author
during his visit to Indis (1673-81) did not extend his travels
farther north than Surat. Like Fryer, Ovington [ 168g—ga) did not go
to the Mughsl Court, and his Foyape to Swrafl containe Little beyond
what the English merchants of Bombay and Sarat (the only places
he visited) chose to tell him. Something may be gleaned from
Yule's elaborate edition of Hedges' Diary as to the Mughal pro-
vineial administration in 168a—y; and Dr. Gemelli Careri’s viait
to Aurangrib's samp in the Deccan in 1695 throwa light on an
obeeure portion of the reign. Catrou's Histrire Géndrels de [ Empird du
Moga (1715), founded on the Portugonsse memoirs of ! M, Manouch,”
would ba invalnable if there ware any means of authenticsting it
by comparison with Menuori'sa M8 ; as it is, the work iz too full
of errors, and savours too strongly of the chronipus scandalsuss of
some malicions and dissppointed backstsirs underling at the
Mughal Court, to be esteamed as an authority. The contemporary
Indian chromiclers, Khifi Khén, Musta'idd Khdn, ‘Abd-al-Hamid
Ldhori, Indyat Ehdn, Bakhtdwar Ehdn, and others, may be con-
sulied in Elliot and Dowson's invaluable Higey of Indic as fold
by its own Hidoriana, vol, wii, FElphinstone’s History of Tndio has
heen followed in ite ndmirable ageount of the Deocan campaigns,
All dates are given in New Style, and the verying spellings of
Indian names have been reduced to nniformity, 1 have to expross
my gratitude to 8ir Williem W, Hunter, who hed originally under-
taken this voluma of the weries, for making over to me in the moat
generous mannst all the M3, matoriala which he hed colleeted in

India for thia purpose.
8, L-F.
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NOTE ON THE FOWEL SOUNDS

The orthegraphy of proper names follows generally the system
adopted by the Indian Government for the Imperial Gasstiser of India,
That system, while adhering to the popular spelling of very well-
known pluges, such 2g Punjab, Foona, Deccan, &e,, émploys in all
other cases the vowels with the following uniform sounds :—

a, &b in woman : 4, 88 in father: o asin kin: | as in intrigue ;
o, a2 in cold : w, a8 in bull ; o, as in rele.
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, INTRODUCTION

Tre HERITAGE 0F AEBAER

Tue grestest of Indian rulers, the Emperor Akbar,
died in 1605. Third in the succession of his dynasty,
he was first in his genius for government the true
founder of the Indian Empire of the Great Moguls.
He left a magnificent heritage to his descendants,
His realm embraced all the provinces of Hinddstdn,
and ineluded Eébul on the west, Bengal on the
east, Kashmir beside the Himélayas, and Khandésh
in the Deccan. He had not merely conquered this
vast dominion in forty years of warfare, but he had
gone far towards welding it into an organic whole.
He united under one firm government Hindfs and
Muhammadans, Shi'a and Sunnfs, Rdjputs and

. Afghfins, and all the numerous races and tribes of
Hindistén, in spite of the cenirifugal tendencies of
castes and creeds. In desling with the formidable
difficulties presented by the government of a pecu-
liarly heterogencous empire, he stands absolutely
supreme among oriental sovereigns, and may even
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challenge compearison with the greatest of European
kings. He was himself the spring and fount of the
sagacious policy of his government, and the proof of
the soundness of his system is the duration of his
undiminished empire, in spite of the follies and vices
of his puccessors, until it was undone by the puritan
reaction of his great-grandson Aurangzib.

Akbar's main diffieulties lay in the diversity and
jealousieas of the races and religions with which he
had to deal. It was his method of dealing with these
difficulties which established the Mughal Empire in
all the power and splendour that marked its sway
for & hundred years to eome. It was Aurangzib's
reversal of this method which undid his anecestor’s
work and prepared the way for the downfall of his
dynasty.

Akbar had not studied the history of India in
vain. He had realized from ite lessons that, if his
dynasty waa to keep its hold on the eountry and
withstand the onslaught of fresh hordes of invaders,
it must rest on the loyalty of the native Hindds who
formed the bulk of the population, supplied the quota
of the army, and were necessarily entrusted with
most of the civil employments. His aim was to
found a national empire with the aid of a npational
religion. ‘ He accordingly construeted a State Religion,
catholic enough, as he thought, to be acceptable to
all his subjects. Such a scheme of a universal religion
had, during two hundred years, been the dream of
Hindii reformers, and the text of wandering preachers
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throughout Indis. On the death of the Bengal suint
in the fifteenth century, the Muhammadans and
Hindis contended for his body. The saint suddenly
appeared in their midst, and, commanding them to
look under the shrond, vanished. This they did: but
under the winding-sheet they found enly a heap of
beautiful flowers, one half of which the Hindds
burned with holy rites, while the other half was
"buried with pomp by the Musalméins. In Akbar’s
time many sacred places had become common shrines
for the two faiths: the Muhammadans venerating the
seme impression on the rocks as the footprint of their
prophet, which the Hindis revered as the footprint
of their god 1

The inseription written by the Emperor’s friend and
counsellor Abu-1-Fazl, for & temple in Kashmir, might
serve as & motto for Akbar’s ereed:

0 God, in every temple [ see poople that ses thee, and in every
language T hear spoken, people praise thes.

FPolyiheism and Islim feel after theo

Each religion says, ‘ Thou art one, without equsl.’

If it be a mosgue, people murmur the holy prayer ; and if it be a
Christian Church, people ring the ball from love to thas.

Bometimes I fioquant the Christian elobster, and sometimes the
TOBIe.

Buti it is thou whom I sesk from templa to temple.

Thy elect have no dealings with hereay or with orthodoxy : for
neither of them stands behind the soreon of thy truth,

Hereay to the heretie, and raligion to the orthodox,
But the dust of the ross-petal belongs to the heart of the perfume-
sellar, -

He discarded the rigid tenets of Islim, and adopted

! 8Bir W, W. Huanter, The Ruin of Awangesb, * Ninetesnth Cantary,’
My, 1887,



