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ADVERTISEMENT.
[ -lﬂl-..-ﬁ-n

Tae following Lectores on Preaching, and
the several branches of Ministerial office, are
the substance of those delivered by Dr. Dad-
rdridge to his theological siudents; and have
been greatly admired for the variety of useful
observations and excellent rules which they
contain ; and also for the very striking char-
acters therein delineated of the most éminent
Divines, both in the Establishment ind among

Dissenters.

It is rather surprising, that these Lectures,
so veludble in themselves, and useful to Min-
isters of every denomination, shoold not, till
lately, have been made public ; more especial-
Iy as the number of manuscript copies in the °
hands of individuals is very considerable. The
difference erisiing in the different copies,
however, may be considered ss a principal
rearon for their not appearing befors in priot.
The generality of persons posgessing eopies,
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having only transcribed what to them appear-
ed most striking, very few, if any of such co-
pies could be considered in themselves com-
plete or fit for publication,

. The respectable Editors of & complete edi-
tion of tha Aothot's works, now paoblishing,
{(to whom we are indebied for the firet appear-
ance of these Lectures,) inform us, '* that for
the purpose of collation, they procured four
topies; one transcribed {bearing date 1749)
by a learned popil of the Auihor,—another
~ revized and corrected from a copy declared to
be the most accorate extanl,—a third beaoti-
folly and accurately written, and the fourth, a
traoscript, which diflare considerably from

each of the othera. The Editors are of opin-
wn, however, that could they have procured
ten times the number of copies, and those of
the Brat character, it would be unsafe to trust
any one of them es uoquestionable; for it does
not appear that the Author gave the finishing
hand 1o his own copy as fit for the public eye.
The reader, therelore, is requested to observe,
that what is here printed, professea to be on-
ly a pretty full syflobus of.what the Author
more or less enlarged npon. The Lectares
are so printed also, as 10 convey by means of
a dask, some jdea of the place and nature of
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the supplementary enlargements which might
be made. This dash may serve s a proper
pause for the reader's prafitable reflection.
Bince different copies have different signs of
mathod, it-is presnmed that the plan here
adopted is as perspicooas and uvseful as any.

“ We view them a3 posaessing very eonsid-
erabla excellence; an excellence not inferior
to any thing the Docior ever penned, il esti-
mated according to their tendency to do real -
servica both to minislers, and, through them,
to succeeding generations. Here we have a
collection of rulea, maxima, and ¢autions rela-
tive lo preaching and the pastoral carae, as
ample and well chosen n= un;.r' that are to be
found ; delivered with the grealest perzpicui-
ty, and minutely detziled according to varied
circumstances. In them we discover a great
ingight into buman nature, ao uniform regard
to religions, moral and civil propriety of con-
duct, ardent wishes 1o benelit mankind by
promofing vital and practical religion; with
mrks of uncommon diligence in the Author
himeelf, which may cperate as a powerful
stimulus on the reader’s mind to imiiate so
fair an example.” .

From a report of their general worth many
bave wished, bul in vain, to procure & copy ;
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to pratify the desire of those who are not in
possession of the edition of the Doctor's inva-
luable works mentioned above, these Lectures
are now prinied separately ; and it is boped
they will be foond particularly nseful to the
young student in divinity, and may, perbaps,
be perused with some advahtage by those who
are more advaneed [n the important work of
the mioistry.

Lornox,

lril!_ﬁl' 24, 1504,
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PREACHING, AND THE MINISTERIAL
OFFICE.

LECTURE 1.

introdecting—=Geoen] Bomarks wmd Diraciions reletive 10 the
Chelathan Blolatrs.

§ 1. GexTLEmEN, you have devoted your-
selves 1o the work of the Miniatry, and it is
the main thing you have in view, in the course
of your present studies ; other things are tak-
en in only as subserrient to this.—You well
know it consists of several branches. The first on
which you enter is Preacawve, which, though
oot the foly, is one of the mest important
parts of a minister’s duiy.—Preaching requires

cniug, application and the divine blessing.—

{ the fermer, few who are capable of academ-
ical stodies are entirely destitute.—Nor is any
great heaght of genius necessary—The latter
with & good intention and pious conduct may
be expected. —Diligence, therefore, is gener-
ally the main thing wanting ; yet this under a
wrong eondoct moay {urn te little account.—
To prevent which the bllowing advices are
degigned, recommending the success g the
Bpirit of God.




8 LECTURER ON FREACHING,

G 2. In these leciores I shall give some
neral directions as to the method to be used
m order to foarpish yoorselves for, and make
you readyin-the work, (Lect. [.) Consider
the character of the best practical writers in
our langaage, (Lect, 3—4d.) Give some adrice
as to the composition of sermons, (Leet. b—
10.) Offer somis thoughis on the mosi proper
method of delivery, {Leet. 11}  Add several
miscellansous remarks whish will not properly
fall under any of theee heads, { Lect, ]E.} Pro-
pose a few directions for prayer, {Lect, 13.)
Call your attention to the important duty of
E:-bli: exposition, {(Lect. 14=—16.) Then of-
some directionsan catechizing, { Leef. 17.
18.) Ogpadministering the ordinance of bap-
tism, {(Lect. 16} and the Lords Supper,
(Lect, 20.) On visiting 12 gensral, and the
sick in particulur, {Leet. 2. 22) I shall
then give you some peneral maxime for con-
VETEALION, {Lenf. %3.) Ruoles for conduct to-
wards partwunlar persons, (Lec?, 24.7 And
on behavior to dther micisters, with a few
miscellanecus concluding remarks, ( Lect. 25.)
% 8. 1 shall begin with some general direc-
tions to farnish yon for the work of the minis-
try, and prepare you for the exercise of ita func-
tions.
$ 4. 1. Bea to it that there be a foundation
of sincere piety lid in yourselves, or else
there is but little prospect of your being use-
ful or acceptable to others,—Be therefore
firmly resolved to devote yoarselves to God,
and do it solemnly.



