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INTRODUCTION,

———

Wney the Doard of Management did me the Lowour to
sk me to deliver the Fernley Lecture, a desive was
expressed that this year it should have a direct relation
to Methodisimi; and swhen * The Mission of Methodism ™
was suggested to me ns an approprinte subject, T saw at
leagt a litness in sueh o topic being treated in the city
where we are now asseinbled, in which so many of
the distinetive features of Methodism had their orisin,
It was in this cify that the fivst Methodist mecting-honse
was ereeted ; 16 was heve that the first ddea of the Metho-
dist elass-weeting, © the Bristol plan,” was conveived : here
the great departure, the field - preaching, was first made,
by one whose nane & ever 1o be lonoured amongst
us—Greorge Whitefichl. I ww morecver reminded that
it is just o hoodeed years since My, Wesley in this city
presided ar the last Conference le wos permitted to
attend ; that this is the first year of the fourth jubilee of
the founding of Muthodism, aml that in the course of
next year the second (Feumenienl Methedist Conference
will be held, and this time in the country where
Methodism las attnined its greatest magnitude and

achieved some of its grandest triumphs.  In view nf this
¥ii
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important gathering, T feel that an additional interest
attaches to my subject.

Methodisin stands forth n fuet in this age. Its history
and its service are universally known. Its efficiency is
neither dependent upon recognition leing given, nor im-
paired by its being withheld, Put we may ask vurselves,
What is ite place in the world to-dny? What is its
adaptation to the world’s need ¢ Whav is its ealling—its
mission ¢ These questions we ask not with a view to
justify the work of Methodism, but to illugtrate it; we ask
thew partly for our satistaetion, partly for cur guidance,
It is permitted to ns to stand and tnke our vutlook over
the world, the interest of whose history becomes daily more
and wmore thrilling, and to endeavour to ascertain how far
and in what way our appliances are capable of rendering
service to it We may uot find nmeh to amend, we
may not find much to congratulate ourselves npon but
a glimpse of unfulfilled duty, of wuoccupied ground, of
ureater possibilities, may stimulate to mew and enlarged
effort.  Methodism needs no vindieation at our hands : its
history iz its vwn best vindiention. But if there b ot @
¢all for justification, there may be the highest advantage
in trying; from an examination of its past histery anidl
of its adaptation to present requirements, to form a Just
indument on ite calling in the future. What Methodizm is
able to do may indiente what Methodism is caffed to do.



