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Preface.

Several crities have reeontly drawn attention to the tendency
shown in the works of eertain scholars to explain the first members
of English place-names as OE personal names, withont regard to
whether the alleged name is recorded in OF or not?. This "epidem-
iv of eponymitiz” is, of conrse, above all due to the face that in
England this question bas not been made the subject of a system-
atic investigation, as it has been, for instance, in Secandivavia;
on the whole English place-onomatology has chiofly resulted in
connty monographs, whereas works dealing with general prroblems
are remarkably few. That, under such cireumstances, the handy
expedient of interpreting an ohsenre member as a personal name
iz ofton made use of, 1= the more exensable since a reliable OF
pawe book is still lacking. The deficiencies attached to SeanLe’s
Onomasticon  Anglo-Saxonicom are but too well known®,

It would seem, thew, that both in order to increase our konow-

ledge of OFE personal nomenclature as such, and also for the sake
of futnre research in the field of place-names, one of the most
urgent desiderata of English onomatology is that the O personal
names should be subjected to a critical examination, and especially
those nawes which are not of the dithematic type, such as Wulf-
stan, Aelfrie, Deaduhild. Names of the latter type ave by far the
more common and Lhe more easily identified, even when they appear
in ME or NE disgnize?,
1 Ssnu_urm.u, Place-names of Cumberlend p. XXVI, Gasmerson, Svensk
Hum. Tidskr. 1917 p. 146, Bsdrewan, B St LI p. 1749, Exwain, Namn och
Hypd 1918 p 176, Cf also Wyeo, Plece-names of Lancashive p. 10, Mawes,
M. L. R XIV p. 282 .

1 Cf. Athenwnm 22, 1. 1898, p. 110, and GOLWL gel Ane 1900 p, 778 f
(E. Scualinea),

Sln OE thera probably aleo existed a few names which, though com-
pound, differ from (he Wulfstan type. It might perhaps have been desir-
able Lo include those too in this treatise, but since they eoineide formally with
the dithematic names, T have omitted them here. Gf Socis o 210 1
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The present work, however, forms but the first part of such
an investigation of the uncompounded personal names in OE, in-
asmuch as it comprises only those personal names whicl ocenr inde-
pendently. Thus place-names have not been taken into aceount.
This considerable curtailment of the material mnst naturally give a
partly incorrect idea of the names in question, but in order to
obtain fairly reliable criteria for determining what rveally is a per-
sonsl name in an OF place-pame, it has been thought necessary
first to examine from varions points of view the natare of those
names which are undoubtedly personal names’.

L 1o this conpection it will he appropriate to draw attention to a pheno-
menon  which, as far as I know, has not been mentioned elsewhere, WyLn,
Place-names of Lancashire p, 9 £, says : "In Muel in many eises the OE place-
names have hardly reached the stage of hecoming full-blown compounds or
paec-names in our senss. They are mere desipnations of particular fields
ditches, brooks, trees, wally, wells, and so on.™  As inslances of such boundary
indications he gquotes from KCD ‘the old wall, ‘the wilhercd thor’, 'the new
enclosure’, “the “old diteh’, ‘the old byres’. "These, and thomsands of others
are placenames in the making” The correeiness of Lhis is conficted in,
a striking way by the fact that in charlers. daling from the whole of the OE
period, we very oftem find that when such a ‘place-name in the making'
oceurs twice in specession, the second time only the second member is repeated,
e g (BCS: ... to fom Karven slane, of fam slane... 356: lo fere coldan
dune, andiong dune ib: on fone blacan pyl, of fun pyttc 052; fo lytlan
crwsidelle, of form crundele 756; on fone langan porn, of pam Horne W0;
on o haren apuldre, of Here apuldre ih.; on fa ealdan dic. of feve dic
ib; un fia seocan adc, of feve ec ib. (KCD ) on fione bradon were, of
Bani mere T51; on po miwan die, of fare dic 775, Now it is to he observed
that thiz holds good not only of such boundary indieations as (hose qooted by
Wryen, bot aken of those in which n personal namae is econtuined, ¢. g. (BC=2:)
voo of Achelmodes wudw, fonme suf be wudo of Hddes dene, of Hare
deme.. .. 670; on Waermundes ifreow, of pam ireowe 726: fo Heochts
nnpes stane, of fom sfane 879 fo Cynwifes freowe, of fram brecwe 1002
o Wulfan dune, of pere dune 130; (o Talanbeorge, and of fane beorge
W8; on Bobban sled, of fiam siede $03; to Grimes dic, andlang die B85,
to Lulles beorge, of pam beorge 1072; on Duddes dene, of feve dene 1121
It i= obvious that we are nob concerned here wilh real place-names bul with
indieations made for the oeension. It eeoms desirable Lhat investigators of
place-names should nolice the dilfecence between soeh formations and stubilized
place-nmmes mote earefully Lhan has been formerly the ease, o Uiis work,
however, | have not taken into account auy instances in which the personal
name forms part of a place-name, because il fs often diffieult to decide how
full-blown' a place-name s, Homelimes it has certainly been rather templing
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Only native names are dealt with. Thus I exclude names
which ecan be proved to be 1. Celtic, 2. Seandinavian, 3. Conti-
uental-Germanic, 4, Homance, 5. Seriptural or Classical, Thanks
to the excellent inguiries of Bidexyaw and Fonssxes, the separation
of Seandinavian and Cootinental-Germanic wames has been easy
enongh?; neither have the two last categories presented any diffi-
culties. Coucerping Celtie names, on the conteary, the non - Celto-
Jogist iz in a rather awkward position. Kemmes invitation o stu-
dents of Celtic philology to examine the ocenrrence of snch
names in OE?* has hitherto fallen on deaf ears, and apart from a
few short papers and scattered items in periodicals, there hardly
existz any other guidance than Howper's Alt-celtischer Bprachschatz,
Morcover, certain names may equally well be Germanic as Celtic®,
and this is probably the ease wilh several of those given Lelow-
Yet, whenever I have boen umable to verify their non-Englizh
origin, T have included them here; to climinate those which ave
nhdoubtedly Celtic will be a task for experts.

The nationality of the bhesrer canwot always be taken as an
ahsolute prool” of that of the pame?®,

Hince my chief aim has been to investigate the historical
nomenclature in OF, 1 have omitted the names of non-Anglo-
Saxons meptioned jo Beowulf, Widsith and the winor epie frag-
ment#, though they ofton appear in a gonuinely OF form. TFora
tras understapding of those names an extensive avalysis of Ger-
manic gagas is oecessary”, awd that does not fall within the range
of this treutize; hesides, the pames in guestion  have always
attracted the leenest intercst on the part of scholars. It they
also oecor as independent names in Eogland they are, of course,
discusged 8,

to addoce such looss formations in support of an otherwise seantily recorded
personal name, but sinee they are, after all, more properly treated of in con-
nection with place-names, 1 have thoughl it best o leave them ool allogetier.

b As a rule names of this provenanece are also exelwled when they appear
it Anglicized form.

* Kewpre, Names p. 102

t Cf. Kuose, Urgermanisch p. 8 Coweirz, 4 B G Phe VI p 258 /L, WeRee,
Die &1L germ, Persomenmamen po 12, Seadsreo po X101

4 0f Caapwick, Heroic age p. 12,

* Cf. Guare, Studier po 40,

% A lisl of all these names iz fonod on o 175, — On the use of heroic
names in England of. Bixg, Beilr. XX p. 141 @, Cnapwick, Heroie age p. 64 T
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Some of the bearers of those names are real, historieal per-
gonages, though they lived in pre-OE times, but this is exceed-
ingly doubtful in the case of seyveral of the persons met with in
the earliest OE literature. Now it is certainly "unreasonalle to
take the view that characters should be regarded as fictitions,
unless they ean be proved to he historical”®, but as an example
of a personage who is moch debated o this respeet we need only
mention Hengist to realise that, at least for owe who is not a
professional historian, it iz impossible to decide where in the oldest
partz of the Chroniele and the genealogies the boundary is to be
drawn between historical and nmon-historical nemes. Some of the
genealogieal names, espeeially among the ancestors of Woden, are
of o mythical pature, some are also found in Widsith or other
Germanic epics. Yet, in order not to be guilty of partiality I have
included all sneh nneompounded names, oxeept, of conrse, names of
pods (Woden, Dunor). In the summary given on p. 176 ff those
which arc undoubtedly fictitious have, however, been lefi out; in
the name lists these are denoted by square brackets. Suech exclu-
sions are made very sparingly,

As a terminos ad quem I bave chosen 1066. The Norman
Conquest, which radically transformed the Anglo-Saxon community,
also brought about a thorough change in English nomenelature?,
This was, of conrse, not an immediate one, and we have no donbt
to regard the majority of the names in Domesday Book as OE
names, gince the bearers of these helonged to the generation that
had already got their names when William 1. eonguered England.
Besides, mozt of the names in DB quoted below are taken from
'Ellis B!, which comprises persons cte. entersd in DB as holding
lands in the time of King Edward the Confessor (and during later
years anterior to the formation of the survey), An investigation intoe
the OFE stock of names cannol, therefore, ueglect to take inte account
this very important doeument, though is was not written until 1086,
As a rule the priociple has otherwise been followed that only
pre-Conquest sonrces are cited.

Real bynames of the type Bribtric reada, Godric fine, are
not ineluded, wnless they also oceur in independent use, e i3
(Eadberht) Pren. Io those eases where a name, such as Hwita,

! Coaowice, Heroic age p. 159,
* Cf. Faresax, Norm. Comp ¥V p. 506 MM,
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Leofe, iz also found as as a byname, though referring to another
pergon, this 15 mentioned. :

Patrooymies functioning us such are excluded.

Concerning  the sources employed o few special remarks are
necezsary .

When the same charter is publishedl in several collections,
generally only one is quoted; thus for the time hefore 975 BCS
and after that KCD® My intention is not, of course, to give a
complete list of various readings, and therefore as a rule only
those forms ave included which ocenr in the main texts chosen by
the editors. Thiz holds goed oot ooly of charters but alse of other
gourees,

As is well koown, the OE charters are edited i a very
unsatisfactory wav®; the dating especially is wnreliable and often
obvionsly misleading. Even when the charters bave been sulbjected
to ME falsification, Gray Doy leaves that unremarked, and a
revision of the collections in this respect is urgently needed. This
is, however, a task that requives a scholar’s undivided attention,
and in order wnoi to be coulivually inteérrupted Ly detailed argu-
mentations as to the age of doenments, T bave been foreed entively
to desist from disenssing those problems. Thus the editors are solely
angwerable for the dates given for every charier; often, partion-
larly in the ecase of more doubiful forms, 1 have meutioned that
ReugLe stars the charter in question ag spurions,

Of the numerons uucoulpm'l;.lded pames found o ¢oius nany
are extremely diflicull, not to say impossible, to decipher?, Sinee,
however, the primary material has nol been accessible to me, and,
besides, as Gruenen p. € has poinfed out, "the right reading of
the name upon u coin iz more a question of epigraphy thaw of
philology™, I have had to rely on the conjectures of the experts,
though T have now and then made some reservation with regard
to their readings. Contrary to the charters, the OF eoins are, as
iz known, ‘edited’ in an excellent way. In some eases below we

' #ee further Bibliography.

* Tahlus chowing the corresponding wwmeration of decuments ere funnd
in SEanie . 891 A, BGS 111 p. XXIX ff.

* A brilliant exeoplion is Napies-Stevessos's edilion of the Crawford
charters in Anecd. Oxon.

¥ zood uecounts of the names of moneyers and similar problems aee given
by Keany p. LXXXII fi, Geoeses p. XCVLL T



