A LEAGUE OF NATIONS,
VOL. IV, NO. 1, FEBRUARY,
1924. THE FIRST ASSEMBLY

OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649082759

A League of nations, Vol. IV, No. 1, February, 1921. The first Assembly of the League of nations
by Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

A LEAGUE OF NATIONS,
VOL. IV, NO. 1, FEBRUARY,
1924. THE FIRST ASSEMBLY

OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

ﬁTrieste






A LEAGUE of NATIONS

Vol TV, No. 1 DOUBRLE NUMBER February, 1921

The

First Assembly
of the

League of Nations

Published Bimonthly by the

WORLD PEACE FOUNDATION
40 Mt. Vernon Strect, Boston

Price, 10 cents per copy; 25 cents per year




CONTENTS

PREFACE. . N R e R T B e L b
1. ETRODUCTION . o s S PR L8 rey bl e 7
1L COMMITTEES, F‘Ll"ﬂ!‘lﬂ‘\b AND PUBLICITY. | S |-

Electionof offficers . & . v o v v 0 o o s o = R I
Publicity . . . P A L= P S P i o 13
Practice of the L‘Gml}lltlﬂ‘ﬂ P e I R L LR 1)
Mectmgaof the Couneil . 0 0 . 0 & & 4 4 6 4 5 + = = = 18
Polish-Lithuaniun dispute | K E o e TR 19
Iepart on the work of the Cnunrd ........ PO |
Registeation of treadies . . . . . . . . 0 .0 L0 - 22
A Chipege deelaration . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 4
Efforttofavor Baperanto . . . . . & v v w0 v v v v s s 24
I, GENERAL OMGANIZATION:
Bolesof procedure . v 0 o v v v v e v v e e . 23
Powersoftheorgans . . . . . . . . o 0 v v v 0 0w .. BB
Longuage question . . . . A B S S P -
Japon Lo raise equality isae L AR ek 28
Hules of procedire of Le Assembly | VRPN | 1 |
Relations between the Council and _hsx.mb.!;t ........ 39
Neither parliament nor government . . . L, . . . . . e s 40y
Competence of cach disewssed . . . . . . o, - . .. .4l
Mo need to define funchionanow . . . - . o . . . . . .. 14
Principles rejected and those adopted, . . . . ., 0 . . . 45
Nonpermanent Members of the Covnedl. . . . . . 0 0 . . . 4G
Obligatory rotationrejected . . . . . . 0 . 0 L. L 4R
THstribotion of Covnell membership . . . . . . . . . . . i
How should vote be hebddd . . . . . 0 . o0 0 0 v 0 51
Fleot Membesgof Counaal, . . . o . . o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 52
IV, AMENDMENTS TO THE COVENANT . . . . . . . . ... Ad
Commities i@sgmested . . o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 e . A5
Postponeanenl disewssed . L . L 00 0 0 0 0 0 000 00w BT
Arpeation’s withdeawad © _ . _ 0 L L oL L L. ...
Proposal to ehminate Article 10 . © . . . . - 0 . . L. L. iy
V. TECHNICAL ORGANIZATIONS _ . . . ... ... ... it
Helation to Assembly and Counedll . _ _ . . . . 0 . . . .. Gl
FEeonomic and Finsncisl Organization. . . . . . o . . . . . G
Discusston astoraw materials . , . ., ., . . L . . . - Tl
Resolutions as adopted . . . . . . . 0 . . . wFE A i
Communications and Transit . . . . . . . . &« ¢ v o v =« = T8
Daties of eonference and committes . . . . . . . . . . . 0
Judivial functions respecting transit. . . . . L L L L L L L B2
International Health Organization . . . . . . . . . .. .. 42
Traffic in women and chbdren . | T L T e R
Tnterested Governments onl;n T o G T S B
Traffic in opium . . . g S DiEE e A ser SN
China seconds resolution . . - . 2 . s v aun e er . s L] |
Co-operation with intelfectual lnber . . . . . . . . . . . . a3
Fosceonfter disomasion . . . . o v & v v b v 4 s h s a4
Children affeeted by thewar . . . . . . o o v v 0w v w s 95
Campaign against bvphs . . . . o 0 0 0 . 0 v e 0 e . £l
itien] effect of epidemies . . . . . . . oL o0 L oL i

India and the International Labor Offes . . . . ., . . . . [



V1. PERMANENT COURT OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Essentiol task of League . .
Solution respecting competence
Sontth American point i

..............

2 e
“To-morrow weshall gofurthes™ . . . . . . . . o0 o L.

Statute voted marks gaing. .

VII, SECRETARIAT AND BUDGET,
Stafl and Organization . . . .

Driscuss tenure of office , . . .

Puodget . . . . . . .. ..
thhm of fair payments , |,
Resnlutiona . . . . . . .

Independent Proposals of jurists .

Amdited mﬂmtfﬂ:ﬂu&ﬁrﬁtﬁ.ﬁmlmﬂd ..........
Budget for the second fseal period . . . . 0 0 . 0 . 0 0. .

e
VIIL ADMISSION OF NEW STATES
Minarities in states udmitted .
Admissinna granteds
u Allﬂi'm - 3 * L] w - * Ll
h‘ B*':lgarm 4 ¥ - - - L3 L &
c. Costa e . . , . . . -

--------------

& & 8 B K 4 8 8 = + & & 8 &
R S S R S P PR B ]

Admission m Technical Organizations . . . . . . ... ..

@ Armenia , . ... L. .

--------------

b. Baltic Statea: Esthonia, Latvia, Lithuania . . , , . . .

o Ceorgla . - - - . . ., .

TDrecizion as to very smull countrica, . . . . . . . . . AaFam

T.nfa*mrable votes o . oo .

--------------

I, BECONOMIC WEAPON: ARTICLE 18 . . . . . . . . . mH W

Decisions aocepted . . . . . .
Chiestions to be studied |, | .
X, ARMAMENT. e T

&uphanm}manmpmhlnm.‘....
b Private muowfaeture of wrms . . . . . . . . . .. % s

¢ Bteps towand reduction

Norevision of lsvsof warmow . . . . . . . & ¢ = & &

d. Limitation of budgets .

XI. MANDATES: ARTICLE 2%, . . . . & .« 5 4 4 = + = & « 4

FPublicity wrged . . . . . . p

An q:lmtfnn from the Couneil

Fecommendations passed . . .
XII. MEDIATION IN EH\:‘.ENI& o
XIII. SOVIET DUSSIA AND POLAND

--------------

APPENDIX: Délegations to the First Assembly . . . . . . . . . . . B

THE WORLD AND THE LEAGUE . .

# @ 8 ® B = " = o= » o® &8 ® @



e ——— e e

PREFACE

Said Léon Bourgeois in the debate on mandates at the 30ih
plenary meeting of the Assembly of the League of Nations on
December 18, 1920

“Let usnot be skeptical and let us not be impatient. Bemember
that the League of Nations is a new-bormn child and wants time
in order to acquire strength for the tasks of the future. . , .
There are many men in the world who are looking upon ihis
Assembly and looking upon us now with a hypercritical view so
that not & single point of difference of opinion between any of the
Members is missed by those men, As soon as they suspect any
little difference of opinion they immediately start to write to the
world's press and distribute hundreds of telesrams to the various
countries saying that the League of Nations is in danger and that
it is in process of dissolution, I say that the League of Nations is
not in process of dissolution. On the other hand, these writers,
when they are faced with & unanimous vote, make little count of
it, and they much prefer to emphasize our tiny, insignificant
points of differcnce, Lot the skeptics smile; but let us be sure
that the fruit of our deliberations will soon be placed before Lhe
public, and then the number of people that have confidence in us
will increase.”

This publication, quite independently of the distinguished
Fremchman's knowledge, aims 1o do what he anticipated. It gives
an adequate account of the problems before the first Assembly
of the League of Nations and the substance of the more im-
portant debates. Ewvery effort, consistent with clearness, has
been made 10 present the facts as nearly as possible in the actual
words of the participants, All resolutions and recommendations
of the Assembly—complimentary oncs omitted—are given textual-
ly, being printed in solid 10-point type, as distinguished from the
leaded 10-point type of the regular text and the leaded 9-point
employed for quotations.

Aside from the narrative necessary to bind the discussion
together or to summarize it, the entire work is taken exclusively
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from official sources. There have been used in its preparation
267 Assembly Documents, referred to by the abbreviation A.D.;
the Provisional Verbatim Report of the 81 plenary meetings; the
21 numbers of the Procts-Verbaux of the Committess: and the
36 numbers of the Journal of the First Assembly. The permanent
Record has not yet reached us, and on that account references are
omitted. The material has, however, been carefully assizned to
its proper session, to facilitate finding the original passage in the
permanent print, should the reader have occasion to do so.



THE FIRST ASSEMBLY OF THE
LEAGUE OF NATIONS

I. INTRODUCTION

The first Assembly of the League of Nations was held at Geneva
November 15 to December 18, 1920, Since May, 1919, the League
had been in being under the auspices of an Organization Committes
of the Paris Peace Conlerence; and sinee January 10,1920, it had
been in legal existence by virtue of the entrance into foree of
the treaty of Versailles. The Council had met ten times and
together with the Secretariat had organized the League so far as
possible, In addition, the Council had done a great amount of
work within its competence,

The Assembly had before it the task of completing the organ-
ization of the League, making itself a reality along parliamentary
lines and of handling various questions within its competence and
incident to the world situation, The meeting of the Assembly
was the first gathering of nations under a permanent agreement
made m advance: 1t was 1the first dircet contact of the majority
of the member states with the League which they had joined.
The work outlined for the Assembly was, consequently, 1o depend
upon how 41 states—big and little—would work together; and
the question thus brought forward was of importance because
the bulk of the Assembly's work was the building of the structural
framework within which the League would develop in the future.
How many rights would states intrust to the League; would big
and little states harmonize their interests for the general good?

The answer was satisfactory; the framework, as set up, left
each state its right to decide essential questions, but at the same
time built for the general interest. Africa, the Americas, Asia
and Furope met in the common forum and produced, with a
minimum of friction, decisions which made the League of Nations
an all but universal instrument ‘““to promote international co-
operation and to achieve international peace and security’ by
organic means agreeable to them all.
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But let the Assembly speak for itself. Paul Hymans of Bel-
gium presided at the first meeting and then voiced the purposes
of the Assembly and of the League:

“Ohar aim is in the first place to establish frequent and friendly
intercourse between independent states and to form ties which
will lead to mutual understanding and sympathy.

“By the good offices of the Council and the Assembly, by
arbitration and conciliation, and by the establishment of a regular
and permanent international jurisdiction, by a series of organiza-
tions within which, as it were in laboratories, finaneial, economic
and commereial problems, the conditions of labor and questions of
health will be subjected to an impartial and objective investiga-
tion, the League of Nations will be able to play a powerful part in
preveniing dangerous erises, in tho settlement of disputes which,
if prelonged, nm the risk of becoming more bitter and more
acute, and in improving the moral and material lot of the peoples
by wise co-operation.

The Common Life of Nations

“In a word, our ambition is to create by degrees within ever
widening spheres a certain common life of nations, ruled by the
principles of justice, swayed by good faith and loyalty, and in-
gpired by an international spirit. By an international epirit I
mean the spirit which places general interests above individual
interests, the spirit of {raternity which strives to alleviato the
sufferings of peoples and the diflicultics under which the Govern-
ments labor, to eo-ordinate their action and to appease the hates
and rivalries which sometimes suddenly give rise to those great
outhursts of madness which shake the world to its foundations
and threaten to ruin the work of centuries.

“Thus it is that we are not working together for the accom-
plishment of a work of practical utility only, but we are pursuing
a lofiy ideal to which our hearts and thoughts aspire.

“In spite of eriticism—sometimes very severe criticism, which
comes from far away and precisely from that quarter from which
we hoped and continue to hope for fruitful collaboration—we
have the conviction that the League of Nations responds to a
need and an appeal which comes from the soul of the peoples



