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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

The importance of night movements and night at-
tacks in the military operations of the present day is
so senerally recornized, that any diseussion on that point
would he more than superfuous. That the Japanese
army, from the ziandpoint of practical experience,
15 best quabified Lo diseuss sueh operabions, would seem
to follow as o matior also heyond discussion.  For (his
reason it occurred to me that the translation of this work
of a Japanecse officer who was & company commander
during the Japanese-Russim War, mmehi, and T oven-
ture Lo say, does eonlain mmch Lhal will beé of mierest
and profil Lo our own sorvice.

Night movements are admiltedly among Lthe most
difficult eperalions of war; Lhe margin belween victory
and delesl 1 sooemadl Lhat it 15 o Giflicult matier 1o =ay
to just what eomparatively trivial reason suceess or
failure may be due. Such being the case, it naturally
follows that minute and painstaking training is abgo-
lutely necessary i success can be even hoped for.  Mili-
tary writers on Lhis subject have usunally recognized
that fact, but their treatnient of the matter has con-
sisted so largely of vague generahties that they are
not of much assistance to Captain Jones in the train-
ing of his company and are absolutely useless to Ser-
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geanl Smith in leading his sonad.  This work is not an
academic disenssion of night movements in general,
but is full of valuable practical hints on the training of
the small units thal go to make up the great military
machine: hints not evolved from the inner conscious-
ness, but idens stomwed in the mind by actual experi-
epces of nivhis on Manchonan battlefields,

e perhaps 1o natienal eharacteristics, Japanese
army training of all kinds proceeds alomg more exact
and minute ines than isusnal in our own service, While
many nay cansider that this work ecrs in that direction,
it weuld be well to consider carelully Lhe necessity for
sucl carcful traininge 1 the most delicate of all military
movements, I Private Brown has not been thoroughly
trumed and scoustommed to night movements, ha s
sure Lo make mistakes:; multiply hint by 2 hondrved or a
thousamd, and the murgin of safcly for success will
become rather sinall, Lo say the least.,

This work has been translated at odd times in the
press of much obher work of the same general character.
For this reason there has been no (ime Lo spend on nice-
ties of expression or in polishing up the English; and
indeed T am not sure but that following the author’s
words rather closely does nob iore Lhan compensate
for faulty dicton.  If the meaning can be comprehended
I shall be zatisfied and beg indulgence for all the things
lacking.

Torvo, Jarax.
Uctober, 1913



TRANSLATOR S PREFACE TO THE
SECOND EDITION.

A new edition of Lhis volume hoving become neces-
sary, the translator desires to take advaniage of the
opporlunity to invite attention to the vindication of
its basic principles i the present world war,

As forctold by the author, night movements have
become a most important factor in modern warlare,
and No-Man's-Land hos beeomne a busy thoroughfare
from dunsk to davlight, Practically all movement is
made ander the foendly cover of darloess; while night
reconnaissances and night raids are of constant oceur-
rence, 1ot only formatersy) ends, bab for the great oppor-
Ltumity they afford m gaining and keoping o supecority
in meorale over the enemy. Al front-line troops are
now practiced in ‘‘going over the top' and tCheir
chance of accomplishing their mission and returning
safely, 15 dircetly proportional to their training,

It 15 believed Lhat the careful, painstaking coursc of
instruction outlined in this book will zo far towared
preparing our men for the crucial test. They have the
courage, and many of them the natural ability for the
night-stalker's game, but without careful, detailed
traiting, sucecss cannot be expected.  The Second
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Edition of this book goes forth in the hope that it may
do its part in laying the foundation for this training in

our new armies,
. BurneTT,

Major, F. A., Natianel Ariny.
Campe Grant, Tois,
November 1, 1017.
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