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PREFATORY NOTICE.

Tae immenss region west of the Hocky Moeuntaine, extending to the
Pacific ocean, and bounded by the Russian frountier on the north, and Cali-
fornia on the south, now attracts =0 much of popular regard, and is com-
mingled with 8o many iraportant national intérests,¥thet an sccurate and
minute acquaintance with tha generzl topic is esseotial to every American
citizen.

Several exploring tours of the western portien of our continent, within the
geographical boundaries of the wilds now commoniy known by the title,
Oreson, have taken place during the prezent century. President Jofferson,
in 1804, directed the firat serntiny in that country under the superintendence
of Messrs. Lewis and Clarke, who devoted the larger part of three years to
the examination of those trackless forests, and who were the pionesrs of
the movements which are now extending the limits of civilization, where
Indians, or deer, beers, or buffaloes only roamed. The second expedition by
Major Pike to survey the West, forty years agn, was restricted to the eastern
side of the Rocky Mountains, and consequently communicated littie direct
intelligence concerning the lands, the possession of which i3 now the subject
of controversy between the United States nd Britain.

The other subsequent travellers in the western territory confined their
researches within the country through which the Upper Mississippi and
Missouri flow; and therefore imperted no information of any importance
concerning the Oregon lands, rivers, and other topics of public intercat.

Daring several years, however, from 18338 to 1838, Mr. Nicollet, a scien
tifie tourist, explored a very extensive portion of the western country beyond
the northern hranches of the Miuim&ippi. At the cloge of his amateur travels,
the government of the United States engaged him to repeat his jowrney in
another region; and Captain Fremont was united with him to assist his
efforts.  After an absence of two seasons, they returned and exhibited the
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result of their discoveries and astronomical observations and topographical
admeasuroments to the government al Washington,

It being desirablo for the Foderal authorities to become fully scquainted
with the state of the territory between the southern geographical boundary
of the United States and the Rocky Mountains, around the head-waters of
the Missouri, Captain Fremont was appointed to superintend that exploring
tour. That enterprising and ecientific traveller is now abaent on his third
expedition to enlarge our acquaintance with the western uninhabited districts.

The ensuing narratives include the ReporTs of the two tours which have
already been made by Captain Fromont, as they were presented to the Con
gress of the United States, and originally published by their command ; ex-
cluding ooly the portions which are altogether astronomical, scientific, and
philosophical, and thevefors not adapted for goneral utility. Ceaptain Fremont
states that the whole of the delineations both “in the narrative and in the
maps,” which constitute the offieial publication, are * the result of pesitive
observation.” From a survey of the researches thus presented, it appears,
that the entire map of Oregon has been amply drawn out, so far as at present
is requisite for all the purpores of geographical inquiry and national arrange-
ment. With these claims on public attention, and the deep interest which
the subject itself now offers, this authentic edition of Captain Fremont’s
exiensive 4nd protracted rescarches in the western dominicns of the United
States, is confidently recommended to the perusal of our fellow-citizens,

Nuw Youax, Nonewber 11, 1848,
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A REPORT

AN EXPLORATIGN OF THE COUNTRY

MISSOURI RIVER AND THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS, -

o YuEE LInE OF

THE EANSAS AND GREEAT PLATTE RIVERS,

Wasnizaron, March 1, 1848,
To Colenel J. J. AnerT,
igf of the Corps of Top, Eng:

Sin : Agreeably to your orders te explora }

aml report upon the covntry between the
frontiers of Missonri and the South Pzes in
the Rocky mountaine, and on tha ling of the
Eonsas and Great Platte rivera, I set omt
from Washington ity on the 24 day of May,
1842, and arrived at 8. Louis, by wey of
New York, the 22d of May, where the ne-
cesERTy ratinne were completed, and the
upm!.ith;Tp:ommenced. 1 pfnu&&d!d in &
steamboat to Chontean’s Tanding, about four
bundrad miles by water from Bt Lovia, and
mear the mouth of the Eansas rizer, whence
we ed twelve miles to Mr. Cyprian
Choutean’s treding house, where we com-
pleted onr finel arrangements for the expedi-
tion

Bad weather, which interfered with astro
pomical ohservatioms, delaved us soveral
days in the early part of Jure at this poat,
which is on the right bank of the Eansas
river, about ten miles above the mouth, pnd
six be the western bonndary of Missoari.
The Qdy cleated off at length, and we were
enabled to determine our itivn, in longi-
tude P4e 257 467", and latitude 38° O BV,
The elavation sbove tha sea ia about TOO
feal. Our camp, in the meantime, presented
an animated and bustling scene. Al were
busily cecapied in comploting the necessary
arrangements for our campaign in the wil-
derpess, and pmﬁling by this shart delay on
the verge of civilisation, to provide ourselves
with all the little essentials to comfort in the

- pomadic lifa wa were to lead for the ensning
summer months, Gradually, however, avery-
thing—the maferiel of the camp, men,
horses, and even mules—eetiled into il
place, and by the 10dh we werd ready to de-

part; b, before we mount. our horses, I wil
give a phort deecription of the party with
which I performed thir service.

1 hod collected in the neighborhood of Bt
Laouia twenty-one men, prineipully Creols and
Caoadian woyegeurs, who had become fami-
linr with prairie ifa in the service of the fur
companies in the Indian couetry. Mr,
Charles Preuss, a mative of Germany, was
my asgistant in the to graphical part of the
survey, L, Mazwell, of Kagkackia, lad
been enpgaged as honter, and Christopher
Carson (more familiarly known, for bis ex-
ploits fr the mountaine, as Kit Catsen) was
oer puide. The pemsone engeged in St
Louia wera :

Clément Lambert, 1. B. L'Erperance, J.
B. leftvre, Benjumin Potra, Louis in,
I. B. Dumés, Basil Lajeonesse, Frangois
Teesier, Benppmin Cadetie, Joseph Clément,
Dante! 8imonds, Leonard Bemoit, Miche!
Moarly, Bapiiste Bernier, Honoré Ayot, Fran-
poie Latulippes, Frangois Badeao, Lonis Mé-
nard, Jomeph Ruelle, Moise Chardonnais,
Auguste Junisse, Raphasl Proua.

Isn addition to these, Henry Brant, son of
Cal. I. B. Brant, of St Louis, a}{nrmﬁ man
of nineteen years of age, and Handolph, a
fively boy of twelve, son of the Hon. Thomas
H. Benton, accompanied me, for the develop-
ment of tmind and body which such an axpe-
ditien would give. e were all well armed
and mounted, with the exception of eight
men, who conducted aa many carts, in which
were packed ocor stores, with the ba
and inatruments, aod which were each drawn
by two mules. A few loose horees, and foor
oxen, which had been added. to our etock of
provisions, completed the train. Woe set ont
en the morming of the 10th, which happened
to be Friday—a ciroumetance which our men

did mot [l te remember and recall during
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the hardships and vexations of the enswing
'{:nmy r. Cyprizn Chantean, to whose
indness, durlng our stay at his house, wa
were much indetted, accempanied ns several
miles on onr way, until we met an Indlan,
whom be had engaged to conduct ue on the
first thirty or forty miles, whera he wag tn
conaign o to the ocean of prairie, which, we
were told, stretched withont interruption al-
most to the base of the Rocky monntaina,
From the belt of wood which borders the
Kansws, in which we had pussed several
good-locking  Indian farms, we suddenly
emerged on the prairies, which received us
at the outset with some of thelt striking cha-
ractarisifen; for here end there rode an In-
dian, and but a few miles distant heavy olouds
of smoke were rolling befors the fire. In
about ten miles we reached the Sants Fa
road, 2long which we continued for a short
time, and encomped eaely on namall streaim ;
baving travelled abont eleven miles. Daur-
ing our joorney, it was the sustomary prac-
tice to encamp &0 hour or two before punsst,
whepn the carts were dispoeed so a3 to form
& sort of barticade around a cltele some
eighty vards in diameter. Tha tents were
itched, and the horses hobbled and tuwrned
EJDGE to graze; and but a few mioutes
glapsed before the eooks of the mesees, of
which thers wers four, were busily enga?d
in preparing the evening meal, At might-
fall, the homsee, nvules, and oxen, were driven
in and picketed—that i, secured by 4 haltar,
of which ona end wa tied to a grmall steel-

alied picket, and driven into the pround; the
halter being twenty or thirty feet L which
enabled them to cbtein a Title doring
the night. When we had roached a part of

the country where snch & precaution became
necesdary, the carts baing regularly srrenged
for d.et'andi.né tha camp, guard wad mountad
at sight a'cleck, consiating of three men,
who were relieved every two howrs; the
moruing:mll being horseYruard for the d.a.%'.
At daybreak, the camp waa rousad, the ani-
muis turned loose to graze, end breakfost
generally over between vix and zevan o'elock,
when wa resumed our march, making regu-
larly a halt st noon for coe or two hours.
Buch was ueually the order of the day, ax-
cept when gecident of country forced & yaria-
tion ; which, howaver, happened but raraly,
Wa travelled the next day along the Santa
Féroad, which we lelt in tha afterncon, and
encarnped Tata in the evening on & emall
ereek, called by the Indinne Mishmagwi.
Just ne wa arrived at camp, ona of the horses
set off at full speed on his return, and was
followed by others, Beveral men wers sent
In purenit, and retmroed with the fagitives
shout midnight, with the exception of one
man, who did not make his appearance until
momning. He had Joat his way in the dark-
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ness of the might, and slept on the prairie.
Shortly after midnight it began te min hea-
vily, and, as our tenta were of light and thin
cloth, they offered but little obetruction to
raing we were all well soaked, and glad when
mmn;ng catme, 'We had a rainy march on
the 12th, but the weather grew fine a8 the
day advanced. 'Weeneampad in a remarkes-
HE beauntiful sitnation on the Kaneas bluff,
which commandsd s fine view of the river
vallay, here from three to four milea wide.
The central portion wag occupied by a broad
belt of heavy timber, and nearer the hills the
pruiriee were of the richest verdure. Ons
of the oxen was killed hera for food.

Wa reached the ford of the Kaneas late
in the afternoon of the 14th, where the river
wiik two hundred and thirty yards wide, and
commenced  immediately mrationa for
crossing. I had expected to find the river
fordable : but it had been swollen by the lats
riins, and wes sweeping by with an an
eurrant, yelow and turbid as the Missourn.
Up to thie peint, the road we had travelled
‘wus 3 remarkzbly fine one, well beaten, and
level—=the usual road of o prairie country.
By onr romte, the ford was opne hundred
niles from tha touth of the Kansas river,
Heveral mownted men led the way imto the
etrenm, {0 ewim across. The apimals were
driven in after them, and in & fow minutes
]l Iad reached the oppesite bank in refety,
with Lhe exception of the oxan, which swam
some distanee down the river, and, retorni
to the right bank, wera not got over onf
the next moming. In the meantime, the
earts bed been unloaded and dismantled, and
an Tndia-rutber boat, which 1 had brought
with me for the survey of the Platte river,

laced in the water. The beat was twenty
pet Jong and fiva broad, and on it wers
pleced the body and wheels of a cart, with
Lhejlmd belopging to i, and three men with

ddles, :

|mThve velocity of the corrent, and the incon-
venient freight, rendering it difficolt to be
managed, Basil Lajeunesse, ane of our best
swimimare, ook in bis teeth & line attached
to the boat, and swam shead in order to
reach a footing as soon as ible, and ms
wiet in drawing her over. E“r.h;iu MANDET,
Aix passl ad been successfully made,
and 8 many cnmoiwtu;‘th their ugnmmmmd
u graater ion e party, deposi on
ﬂwpfeit bank; but night w:? ﬂmmg near,
and, tn our anxiety to have all over before
the darkneas closed in, T put wpon the boat
the remaining two carts, with their accom-
panying Joad. The man at the helm waa
timid on water, and, in his alsrm,eapsized
the boat. Carts, harrels, boxes, and bales,
were in & moment floating down the current ;
bet all the men who were on the shore
jumped into the water, without stopplag th
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shiok if they could swim, and almost every-
thing—even heavy articles, such as guns
and lead—was recovered.

Two of the men, who conld not swim,
eame nigh being drowned, and all the segar
belonging to one of the mesees wasted ita
wwesta on the muddy waters; bot our hea-
viest loss was a of coffee, which con-
teined nearly all cur provision. Tt waes &
loam which nona but a traveller in a strange
and inhospitable country can appreciate ; and
often afterward, whan #xcessive toil and log
marching had overcome ua with fatigue
weariness, we temembered and mourped
over oor loss in the Kansas. Carson amd
Murwell had been much in the water yes-
terday, und both, in consequence, were taken
ill, The former continuing =o, 1 remaited
in camp. A number of Eansas Indians
vigited va to-day. Going up to one of the
Frnnpe who were seatterod among the trees,

found ope sitting on the ground, among
soma of the men, pravely and foeutly speak-
i:ﬁ Freneh, with a8 moch faeilicy and as
little embarmesement =3 any of my own
party, who wera kearly all of French orlgin.

On all gsides waa heard the atrange lap-

of hia own people; wild, and harmen-

ming well with their eppearnoce, 1 lintered
to him for some time with teelings of strnge
minn[:i’uﬂd Intarest. Ha wam now appa-
rently thirty-five vears of age; and, on in-
quiry, I learmed that he kad been at St. Lonis
when & boy, aod thers had learwed the
French lengoage. From one of the Indian
women 1 obtained s fine cow and calf in ex-
for u yoke of oxen. Several of them

us vegetzbles, pompking, oniona,

beans, and lettoce. Ons of them bronght
satter, and from a helf-breed nesr the river
[ bad the good fortuna to obtain soms tweaty
or thirty poands of coffie. The dense tim-
ber in which we had encamped interfered
with satronomical chearvautions, and car wat
and damaged stores required exposure to the
oun. Accordingly,the tents were struckeariy
tha next morning, and, leaving camp at wix
o'clock, we moved sbout seven miles up the
river, to & handeome, open prairie, some
twonty feet above the water, where the
afforded & luxoricus repast to onr

During the day we occupied ourselves in

ing astronomical oheervationg, in onder

to lay down the country to thia place; it

ing our costom to keap op our map regu-
j:rld in the fiald, which wa found atten

;ﬂv The men were
kept basy 1o drying hilote, paloting
the cart covers, and otherwise complating

until the sfterncon, when pow-
der was distributed to them, and they spent
some hours in firing at a mark, @ WEere
now fairly in the country, and it be

CAPT. FREMONT'S NARRATIVE.

gan to be time to prepare for the chances of
I the wildermeea,

Friday, Juns 17.—The weather yesterday
bnd not permitted ne to maks the cbesrvi-
tions I was desiroms to obiwin here, and I
therefore did Dot move to-day. The pecple
continuad their teiget firing. In the steep
bank of the river hero, were nesta of innu-
merablo gwallows, into one of which a lar
prairie soake had pot mbout half his hu‘.F!.
and waa occupied in eating the yoong lﬁrdi
The old ones were Sying about in great die-
tregs, darting at him, and valnly emﬂl:vun'l!
todrive him off. A shot wounded him, and,
being killed, he wan cut open, and eightzen
younp swallows were fourd in his body. A
gudden atorm, that burst upon ue in the af
ternoon, cleared away in a brillient sunset,
lollowed by = clear night, which enabled us
to determing oor position in longitude 95°
38 067 and in latituda 39° 04! 407

A of emigramts lo the Columbia
river,% the charge of Dr. White, an
ageat of the Government in Oregon Terd-
tory, were about three weeks in advance of
ug, They consisted of men, women, and
childran.  There wern sizty-love men, and
sixteen or seventess families. They had a
congiderable number of emttle, and were
traneporting their hoosehold furnitore in
large beavy wagoos. I uaderstood that there
had been mueh sicknees among them, and
“ihmt they bad lost several children. Chme of
the party who bad loet hin child, 2nd whoes
wits was very ill, had left them about one
hondred milas heacy on the praivies ; and as
8 huater, who tad accompanied thomn, visited
our camp this evaning, we availed curselves
of his return to the Btaten 1o writa to cur
friends.

'The morming of the 18th was vary snplea~
pent. A fine rain was fafling, with cald
wind from the north, and mists made the

rivar hills look dask and gloomy, We left
OUTr cAmp Rt BETED, journeyi n{mg the foat
of tha lilla which border the Kaneas valley,

generally about three miles wide, and ex-
tremely rich. We halted for dinner, stter
march of about thirteen miles, on the banks

fine | of one of the meny litthe tribotaries to the

Kangea, which ook like trenches in the
prairie, and are usoally weil timbersd, Af-
tefmmm%:nght{]{i mem,hl t;:da off soma
miles to the attrag ‘W
of & eluster of hnts near uf'. mouth of the
Vermillion, 1t was a large but deserted Kan-
eis villaga, acattersd in an open wood, along
the margin of the stream, on & epot chosen
withthe eustomary Indinn fondness for benuty
of ecemery. The Pawnees had attacked 1t
in the erly spring, Home of the houses
were bornt, end others blackensd with
smoke, and weeds were alread i L3
sowlon of the cleared phw.y %ﬁpn




