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PREFACE.

This little book has been prepared from the following con-
siderations : ;

t. First lessons in reading should be for the purpose, prima-
rily, of teaching the child to read. The selection of literature with
a pedigree which entitles it to be considered classic, or the prep-
aration of lessons in which reading is made subservient to infor-
mation work of any kind, will not at first best suit this end.

2. A mastery of words is a first requisite in reading. The
word is the unit recognized, Much has been said about reading
by sentences, by paragraphs, even by pages, as units; but the
more carefully we examine the process of reading, the more fully
we are convinced that, except in a few rare and phenomenal in-
stances, the word is the unit of the visual grasp.

3- A knowledge of the phonic elements and the power of
letters in certain relations is necessary to the independent acqui-
sition of a new word. Any plan of suggesting words to children,
like every other means of telling, is radically wrong in any work
where independence is desired. It is just as well to tell the child
that ¢-o-w is the word cow, as to suggest it by a picture or image
of the animal, or by saying that it is the name of the animal that
gives milk. Neither will lead to independence on the part of the
learner,

4. The sentence is the unit of thought expression. While
words are the units recognized, they give thought only in relation
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one to another, Each sentence should be expressed in its unity.
A word alone is a dead, dry thing. Sentences express life and
thought,

The plan of this book makes phonics the basis of word get-
ting, gives exercises for the ready recognition of words by all the
devices of the word method, and insists, from the beginning, upon
the unity of the sentence. As scon as practicable, the lessons
are based on information work and cheice literature.

The author desires to make grateful acknowledgment to his
associate teachers, Florence M. Quigg, Frances B. Coggswell, and
M. Agnes Kerr, for valuable suggestions, and to the editor of
Our Little Ownes, for permission to use selections from that
magazine,

To the little people in their first efforts at learning to read,
and to the teachers who shall guide them, this book is hopefully
dedicated. i

CHAS. W. DEANE.
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.,
Angust, 1896,
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