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INTRODUCTION.

D

Tuie MayraL is intendad for the use of persons interested in
promoting the proper housing of our London population, and
anxious to secura for the inmates of houses all thoss benefits
with regard to drainage, water supply, good air, and other
sanitary conditions which the Law aima at providing.

The work is emphatically not intended tv be a law book.
Our English statute law in proverbial for its eonfusion and in-
tricacy. The Acts which form the groundwork of the following
pages are examples of the law in its present phases. The refer-
enees, cross references, amendments and qualifications with which
the various statutes regulating the welfare of Londoners abound
are enough to drive the unprofessional inquirer to despair. It is
idle to pretend that there is any short cut to the centre of this
labyrinth, and to indulge in amateur interpretations of the law
is & useless and costly amusement.

But between commencing an action at law and setting the
law jtself in motion through the agency of persons and organi-
sations who exist simply for the purpose of earrying it out, there
is a very wide difference. The object of the author will have
been attained if he has succeeded in pointing out to readers of
this Manual the opportunities which are already open to them
for undertaking useful action within the limits referred to.
There is po intention of diseouraging a close study of the
details of the Law; only if such a study be attempted, it must
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be with the aid of the statutes themselves, and if possible with
the aid of professional advice.

It is hoped, however, that the reader will find in the follow-
ing pages enough to convinee him that the Law has probably
gone as far as it can with advantage go in furnishing weapons
to the hands of these who are engeged or willing to be engaged
in the conflict against squalor, dirt, and overcrowding, and that
this bandbook may be of service in making known to unpro-
fessional readers pome of the memne within their reach of
remedying or mitigating these great evils.

Note.—Before taking any action under the varivus powers
referred to in these pages the reader should consull Appendia,
where he will find the rules and limitations which are imposed
wpon persons setting the low tn force agouinst vestries and
other similar bodies. The impoviant qualifications governing
the riyht to recover penaltiea from offenders agoinat the statute
quoted should also be studied, and where any doubt arises as
to the signification of terms weed in the actual text of statutes,
veference should be made to the table of definitions contained
in Appendiz, p. 77.



PART T

CHAPTER I.
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAW

Brrore proceeding to ioquire in detail what are the remedies
which the Law provides, it will be useful to show briefly who are
the pereons and what is the machinery by which these remedies
may be applied. The power of initiating, altering, or carrying
it into effect in distributed over a large variety of persons
and organisations, beginning with a simple individual interested
in the removal of nuisances, and ending in the High Court of
Parliament.

The following is a list of the persons or orgesnisstions en-
titled to take part in enforeing the law :— '

1. Individuals,

4. Charitable Organisations.

8. Local Authorities.

4. Private Companies.

5. The Metropolitan Board of Works.
6. The Mstropolitan Police.

7. The Local Government Board.

8. The School Board.

9. The Imperial Parliament,

1. Prrvate Iwpivivvars—There sre various methods in
which individuals may qualify themselves for insisting upon the
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enforcement of the law. Important examples of these statutory
righta of interference will be found in the case of the Sanitary
Acts referred to on page 14, and of the Elementary Education
Amendment Acts (see page 73). In the former enactment the
power of setting the law in motion is limited to an inhabitant
of the parish or place within which the subject of complaint
exists; in the Eduvcation Act it is extended to any person.

Tt must not be supposed that these cases exbaust the ocea-
siong where individual interfarence can produce good results:
they are refezred to simply because they illustrate the oppor-
tunities which the law ereates. But there are endless methods
by which individuals can create opportunities of useful action
for themselves. These will, for the most part, lie in the direc-
tion of calling attention te the mon-performance or ineffective
performance of the duties imposed by law on the paid officers
of local anthorities,

For instance, the duties of sanitary inspectors referred to at
page 16 can be rendered wmuch easier, the officers themselves
can be encouraged, or if need be, stimulated by the aetion of
friendly but persistent observers. It is necessary to study the
extensive powers alreads conferred upon the vestries in order
to put effectual pressure upon those bodies. But it should not
be forgotien that those sweeping powers are entrusted to them
as the servants of the community by whom they are elected,
and that it is the right and the duty of individual members of
that eommunity to see that their servants give a good aceount
of their stewardship.

2. CHARITABLE BODIES, according to their respective consli-
tutions and objects.

To attempt to define exhaustively the limite within which
voluntary charitable associations can usefully avail themselves
of the opportunities conferred by the statute law would be
impossible within the limite of this bandbook. In the main
the work of such societies in the direction named must be an



