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EVEN yenrs ago (101), in & paper read before this
wociety entithed: “'Qur Indian Predecessors—the Firat
HEvanstonians,” muoch of the information bere given
reapecting the Ouilmette family and Reservation was
presented for the first time from origing] sourcas and
resaarch, Sinee then forther information has come to
my hands from thme to time, and the purpone of this
pamphietin to preserve for this seciéty in concise form
witat has boon thus noguiced.,

While at the prosent time fow residents of this vicinity
or of the North Shore are uninformed, at least to soma:
extent, repanding Antdine Ouilmetts and his family, stil,
for the convantence of the foture student of local hintory,
thia monosgraph may b found an improvement on teadi-
tion embelished and banded down by the sver present
Ok Settler.™

F.R G

Evanaton, 111, May sy, 1908,
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Evanaton, 1L
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ANTOINE OUILMETTE.

The primeval beauty of that ancient forest that stood
on the swestern shore of Lake Michigan immediately
north of Chicago, and eovering the ground that now con-
stitutes the morthern portion of the City of Evanston and
the Villagme of Wilmette, has passed away. Many of its
towering elms and great oaks that haye stood for centuries
of time remain to indicate in some mensure what was the
real beauty of that forest in the days when this Hlinois
esuntry wias unkonown to white mer.

In the place of much of that forest stund costly dwell-
ings; public buildings; paved streets and all the evidences
of individual and public effort that illustrate so graphically
the advance of our western eivibization, and especially the
rapidity of growth and enterprise of Chieago and its
suburbs., There is probably no spot in America where such
rapid and marked change has taken place, for therg are
many younng residents of that part of llineis known in
these later days as the '*North Shore'’ who have observed
step by step these changes that have transformed this wild
woodland into the suburban home of thousands of Chiea-
go's eitizens.

In the midst of this former forest was the " Ouilmette
Reservation.” Those two guoted words have a pecnliar
signifieanee to the few old settlers yet living who knew An-
toine Ouilmette and his Pottawatomis squaw Archange,
To the few lawyers and others who Lave to do with land
titles and county records they indicate only the lesal de-
geription of a tract of land. It is my purpose to relate as
briefly as possible what I have been able to learn of its first
proprietors:

The Ouilmette Reservation and its former peenpants and
owners have been the subject of much solicitude and inves-
tigation, not entirely for historieal purposes, but more
egpecially that the white man might know that he had a
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gootl white man’s title to the Indian’s land. Its southern
houndary was Central Strect, or a line due west from the
Evanston light-honse; the eastern boundary, Lake MMichi-
gan; the northern homndary a little sonth of Kenilworth
{Elmwood Avenue, formerly North Avenue, Wilmette),
and the western boundary at the western terminus of the
prezent street-car line on Central Street in Evanston and
Fifteenth Street in Wilmette, from which boundaries it
will be seen that some 200 acres of the Reservation falls
within the city limits of Evanston, while the remainder
ineludes the preater portion of the Village of Wilmette,

The Reservation takes its name from its original owner,
Archange Onilmette, wife of Antoine Quilmette, deseribed
in the original Treaty and Patent from the United States
as a Pottawatomie womnn, The name given the village—
Wilmette—oviginates from Antoine himself and from the
phonetie spelling of the French name < O-n-ilm-et-te”
ong 15 said upon good autherity to have been first sng-
ested as the namo of the village by Judge Henry W. Blud-
mett, 1ate of Wankegan, who was interested in the very
early real estate teansactions of the village.

There are many interesting facts regarding Ouilmette
and his family, Antoine, the hushand, was a Frenchman,
who, like many of his eontrymen, came to the West in early
days and married an Indian wife, He was one of the fiest
white residents of Chicago; some of the authorities say
that, with the exception of Marquette, he was the very {irst,
He was born at a place ealled Lahndrayh, near Montreal,
Canada, in the year 1760, Iis first employment was with
the Ameriean Fur Company; in Canada, and he came to
Chicage in the employ of that eompany in the year 1750,

This striking fiznure in our loeal histery, and in the very
early history of Chieago, is sadly neglected in most, if not
all, the historieal writings. Almost every one in this lo-
cality knows that the Village of Wilmette was named after
him; many misinformed people speak of Onilmette as an
Indian ehief; a few of the writers merely mention his name
as one of the early settlers of Chicazo. And that Iz heen
the beginning and end of his written history.

Ouilmetta’s oeenpation eannot he more definitely stated
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than to say that, after his employment by the Ameriean
Fur Company, he was an employe of John Kinze at Chi-
eago, and theveafter in turn Indian trader, hunter and
farmer. He was a type of the early French voyugeurs,
who lived and died among their Indian friends, loving more
the hardships and exeitement of the Western frontier than
the easier life of Eastern eivilization.

Archange OQuilmette, wife of Antoine, was a squaw of
the Pottawnatomic tribe, belonging to a band of that tribe
located at the time she was married at “Gross Point,’ or
what iz now Evanston and Wilmette, although the band
were gonstant rovers gver the territory which became later
the states of IMlineis, Mieligan, Indiana and Wisconsin.
While Archange was of the Pottawatomie tribe, her father,
it 1s said by one anthority, was a white man, a trader in the
cploy of the Amevican Fur Company, and a Frenchman,
bearing the rather striking name of Francois Chevallier.
Archange was born at Sugar Creek, Michigan, about 1764,
and died at Couneil Bluffs, Towa, in 1840. (Anthority,
Sophia Martell, danghter, and Israel Martell, grandson.})

Cuilmette had eight childeen, four sons and fonr dangh-
ters, viz.: Joseph, Louis, Franeis, Mitehell, Elizabeth, Areh-
ange, Josette and Sophia; also an adopted daunghter, Areh-
soge Trombla, who, on August 3, 1830, married Johin Mann,
who in early times ran a ferry at Calumet. (Auathority
John Wentworth and SBophia Martell, the only surviving
danghter of Antoine Ouilmette. She was still living in
1905 on the Pottawatomic Indian Reservation at St
Mary's, Kansas.)

If a detniled aecount of all Ouilmette saw and did could
be written we wonld have n eomplste histoyy of Chicago,
Evounston and all the North Shore, during the eventfnl fity
vears intervening between 1790 and 1340, and it is certain
that he and his fmmily bore no mmimportant part in the his-
triry of Illinois during that half eentury of time,

OUILMETTE AT CHICAGO—THE FORT DEARBORN
MASSACRE.

It appears from a letter signed with ‘“his mark,”” written
and witnessed by one James Moore, dated at Raeine, June
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1, 1839 (eorvoborated also by his family), that Onilmette
came to Chicage in 1790. A fac-simile of this letter, which
is addressed to Mr. John . Kinzie, appears in Blanehard’s
History of Chieago (p. 574), and contains some interesting
faets, both historical and personal. He says: '

“My home affairz are sutch that 1 cannot leave to see vou at
present,

“1 caim inte Chicago In the year 1780 in July witness old Mr.
Yeaux . . , -and Mr. Griano , ., . These men ware lving
in the conntry Before the war with the winnehagoes. Trading
with them I saw the Imidianz Brake open the Door of my house
and alse the Door of Mr, Kinzie's House, At flrst thers was only
thres Indiane come, ‘They told me thers was Forly more com-
ing and they told me to run. | Did So. In nine days all |
found left of my things was the [eathers of my beds scattersd
about 'The fleor, the pmount Digtroyed By them at that time was
about Eight hundred Dollars. Besideg your fathar and me Had
about four huodred hogs Digtroved by the Saim indians and
nearly al the Baim time. further partlenlars when I Sea you. I
wisgh you €0 write me whether It i& best for me come Lhare or
for you to come hear and bhow son It must be Done”

“Yourg with Keapect”

his
Antoine X Ouilmetta”
“Jas. Moore" mark

The oririnal letter was furnished to Mr. Blanchard by
Mrs. Eleanor Kinzie Gordon of Savannah, Georgia, a
danghter of John 1. Kinzie,

Ouilmette owned and occopied one of the four eabins
that eonstitnted the settlement of Chicazo in 1803, The
cther residents were Kinzie, Burns and Lec (Kirkland's
Story. of Chieago, Andren's History of Chieagoe, Mrs
William Whistler's letter, written in 1875).

Onilmette was in Chicago at the time of the massacrs of
the sarvison of old Fort Dearborn in 1812 by the Potis-
watomios, amd his family was instrumental, at that time, in
suving the lives of atl least two whites. Mrs. John H, Kin-
zie in her historie book, ' “Wan-bun’' (The Barly Day}, de-
seribes tha cirenmstances:

“The next day after Black Partridee, the Poftawatemie Chief,
had saved the 1He of Mrs. Helm In fthe massacre on the lake
shore [eommemorated by the monument recently erected at the
place], a band of the most hostile and implacable of all the
tribes of the Pottawatomied arrived at Chieage and, disappolinted
ot their [zilmre to participate in the massacre and plunder, were
ready o wieak vengeance on the survivors, Including Mre. Helm

and other members of Mr. Kingie's family, Mra. Kinzle says
[Wau-bun, prges 235, 249):



