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PREFACE

Trese letters, according to ordinary
ethies in such matters, should not, per-
haps, be published. They were merely
intended as tributes of friendship and
remembrance. Casually written — in pen-
cil often — at moments between duties,
with no thought of their being destined,
to any further purpose than that distance
and absence might count a little less
through the pictures they would give of a
day’s work far away.

Excepting that here and there in each
letter a few details quite personal have
been omitted, and of course the names of
places sometimes changed, they are un-
touched. Their author has had no chance
to revise them, nor, it must be confessed,
has his comsent to their printing been
asked. Knowing him, there seemed little
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likelihood of his believing them worthy of
special attention; not at least without a
correspondence of persuasion, and much
loss of time. Only the exigency of the
hour and a conviction of their worth have
led me to take this step. If they give to
those who may now read as clear a vision
as they have given me of the chivalrous
work our young American volunteers are
doing in France, they will have achieved
something. If occasionally, some reader
— grateful for this proof that our country
is contributing so worthy a part to the
heroism of to-day — should feel inspired
to do what he is able toward the encour-
agement and continuation of this work,
these letters will have served a high pur-
pose. The knowledge that a possibility so
worth while would ultimately outweigh
with my friend any personal considera-
tion is justification of the liberty taken
— and of this hook.

Perhaps for the time and effort the
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writer of these records so generously spent
for friendship’s sake in the midst of hard
and hazardous days he may find recom-
pense in the realization that, aside from
the pleasure which their coming meant to
one who looked for them, they may bring
much benefit to * the Service” he so
valiantly describes, and through that
service, to thousands of men and women
whose happiness death might otherwise
have destroyed.
H. D. 8.






