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TRANSLATORS' PREFACE.

This book has been written by a distingwiched Hungerian
Publicist with the view of making Hungary’s atlitude on
military and sconomic questions, and generslly on the relations
between the two States of the dusl Monarchy, comprehensible
to English renders.

Information eoncerning Hungary usmally comes through
Yiennese channels and {akes a distinetly Austrian colowr in
ita course, the number of English journaliets acquainted with
the Hungarisz language being exceedingly small.

It is hoped that the information here given wmay ensable
the FEnglish-speaking public to form & juster opinion of a
couniry to whick European civilisation owes so vast a debi.

TIONA and C. ARTHUR GINEVER.

“Bt. Ladislas,”
Castle Avenue,
Daover.






INTROPBUCTION.

After lying dormant for several decades, the Hungarian
question, which, in the general opinicn of Europe, was taken off
the stage for & long time by the ‘' Auegleich” of 1867, has come to
the fore again. The recemt crims, which has only for the
moment lost its acute character, was to most politicians &
surprise, because they had pald little attention to the great
changes which had taken plae in the distribution of actual
power within the raonarchy during the past forty years, which
changes urgently demand a corresponding alteration in the
laws of the land. We are witnessing o process of transformation
which will, probably in & short time, radically alter the whels
state of things aleng the Papube, and it ie natural that the
decisive siruggle should be moet cbstinate just at the very com-

mencement.

It is the increasing vigour of Hungary as a State which
has brought the necessity for considerable changes, and in
order to rightly estimate the present crisia it is essential to
know the part Hungary hae played in the past and the mission
eut out for her in the future in the coming transformation of
the legal and political situation om the Danube,
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THE PAST AND ITS LESS0NS.
Hungarmanw Porioy Berore tHE Barrie or Momacs.

Hungary's situation on the frontier between the Enst and
the West, where rival interests were ever contending, rendered
it certain that only if ahe wers sirong conld she defend her
existence as & State and maintain a proper balance between the
conflicting forees. Any weekness not only imperilled the inde-
pendence of the Hungarian State, but also upset the balance of
power in Eastern Ewrope. Consequently, the stability and inde-
pendence of Hungary, so long as she was strong enough fo
play sn important part in the East of Europe, found support
not merely in her own resources, but alse in the public opinion
of Europe, whose interests abe perved.

Hungary, in view of her aize and favourable geographical
position, was well fittad to play such a part. The number of her
inhabitants, however—exeept during the time of Eing Matthias
—was never adequate to this mission. The aim of Hungarian
politics, therefore, was to nlter thia state of things. Increase of
numerical strength within her own borders could not be
reckoned upon. That would have required at least a century’s
peaceful régime, which waa not 1o be looked for by & country
80 exposed to attack as Hungary.

The only resouroe left was to ineresse the power of the
Hungarian State by drawing into its sphers the strength of
neighbouring peoplea, either by way of conguest or by alliznee.
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Thus it happened that from the very first the chief aim of
the Hungarian kings was to unite the neighbouring nations
under the leadership of Hungary, and to form along the line of
the middle Danube a powerful Stale which on the ope hand
should securs Hungsry's independence against all aggression,
however powerful, and on the other hand should ensble iho
nations under her wing, by yielding them a large measure of
auntonomy, to develop in a way most enitable to their own
individuality, and to find protection against the selfish desire
of conquest on the pard of their powerful neighbours.

The necessity for this confederation was evident, as well
as the fact thaé the leading part in auch a confederation could
only be claimed by Hungary, partly because her territory waa
the largest and the most centrally wituated, partly on scoount
of the number and fighting ability of her people, and also
because she was the richest. Moreover, the Hungarians' venera-
{ion for law, their Eastern patience and pofitical ommon-sense,
giave suflicient guarantiee to the allied nations that their national
individuality and proaperity would be preserved. This was why,
during the whole of the Middle Agea, the spread of the Hun-
garian power met with practieally no resistamee towards the
Houth and the Fast. On the contrary, the Hungarian supremacy
was weleomed everywhere, becawse it catablished peace sud
order, and always respected existing rights snd customs. To
the West, her neighbours often saught the alliance of Hungary,
becanse they found her strong and trustworthy.

Thiring the reign of the Arpad Kings, the independence of
the Hungarian State waa firsl menaced from the West. After-
wards, for more than a hundred vears, danger threatensd from
the Fast and South. Consequently the policy of the Arpdd
Kings was one of aggression towards the East aad South, so
that soon the Hungsrian State was surrounded in those
direetiona by a ring of provinces, and in the event of any stiack
the State eould reckon on the strength of thaee provinces.

Croatia, Slavenias, Dalmatia, Hama, the Bzerémség, the
territory of the Ban of Bzirény snd Maced, Wallachia, Bulgaria.



