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PREFACE,

HIS book is not offered to the public as a fin-

1ished romance, or cven as an attempt at one;
the persons who appear on its pages are not only
not those who inspire pretty stories, but they are
so literally the representatives of individuals who
have lived that they cannot well be separated from
their natural surroundings. It has scemed to the
author that if American people could bechold some
of the men who have astonished themselves and
others by their success as reformers, individual
effort would not be so rare in communitics where
organization is not so casily ecffected, and where
unfortunates are ruined in the midst of their neigh-
bors, while organization is being hoped for. It is
maoare than possible, too, that the accepted business
principle that the pocket is the source of power, is
not as clearly recognized as it should be in reform

movements, and that the struggles of some of the
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iv PREFACE,

characters outlined herein may throw some light
upon this unwelcome but absclute fact.

The ideal reformer, the man of great principles and
cloquent arpuments, fails to appear in these pages,
not becausze of any doubts as to his existence, but
because his is a mental condition to which men
attain without muoch stimulus from withoul, while
it need not be feared that in the direction of indi-
vidual effort and seli-denial, the greatest amount of
suggestion will ever urge any one too far.



CONTENTS.

CITAYPTER 1.
ErronMERS AT WHITE HEAT. ... o ivervsersnannrs
CIHIHAPTER 1L

Busixgss zr PHiLasTiRoDY. . ... P o A

FLRER TG g o L0 T o e e e T e e e N e e e
CHATTER 1V,

BErory witil MONEY 3 ITo vueune s I —
CIIAFTER VY,

AN ASTONISHED VIRGINIAN . oovu e un R R
CHATPTER VI

A Coyrse NEvER Smoold.......... S

CHAFPFTER VII.

SoME NaTURAL BESULTS. v uvureras inrrnnesnansons

I3

23

34

4

59

73



Vi CONTENTS.

CHADPTER VIIL

Ax Estmancr Oreasazation CRITICISED, .ovv.ovs.. 83

CHAPTER 1A,

SOME  VOLUNTEER SHEPIEEDSV . saisiraner bavssaes 90
CHAPTLER X

Briscing HoXE THE SHELF .. cv o vevvrvravmsaenses TS

CIIAFTER X1,

EMoEpoms - A% BOTEL vy sy assinne i e

CHAPTER XIIL.

TP SRR R L g e e e 122

CHATTER XTITT,

A PHEXOMEXON 1K LMERYD...... A R TN 132

CHAPTER XIV.

TG U BT R B s e e e e e e Tl

CHAFTER XV,

A First Iewarn PEER .. i e e Ll 11

CHATTER EVL

A BRrrosmrr THSAPPOINTED........ S e TS o

CITAPTER XVIL

Tue Coxcovsion oF THE WIOLE MATTER. ..o vnes 186



THE

BARTON EXPERIMENT.

CHAPTLER L
REFORMERS AT WIIITE HEAT.

ONG and loud rang all the church bells of Bar-
ton on acertain summer evening Lwenty years
ago. It was not a Sunday cvening, for during an
accidental lull there was heard, afar off yet distinct-
Iy, the unsanctified notes of the mail-carrier’s horn.
And yet the doors of the village stores, which usually
stood invitingly open until far jnto the night, were
now tigittly closed, while the patrons of the several
drinking-shops of Barton congregated quietly within
the walls of their respective sources of inspiration,
instead of forming, as was their usual wont, lively
oroups on the sidewalk.

The truth was, Barton was about to indulge in a



