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PART L.

IN WHICH TOE WHEEL BEGINA TO TURN.

Flow mortsl man, nona ever will you find,
If tha pods fores bite, that cac shub his Tate,
(Edipua af Colonws.—Porran’a Tranelation.

CUHAPTER 1.
BEGINNTNG AT THEE BEGINFING.

Two young men head been standing
together in the morning-room of a house
in Cadogan Place. The men wera half-
brothers, the day was the Tih of Febru-
ary, 1854, and ihe hour was 4 P.x.; and
there, when the dislogus ceased, whinh
it did rather abruptly, and when the doar
had closed on the last and younger of the
speakers, the elder, Uolonal Hanry Bi.
John, was laft alone, smoking In front of
the fire.

The time and the place of this son-
varsation having been given, it only re-
mains for me to add that the subjoct of
it had been debt—debia to the mmoent
of £780, inourred by Philip 8t. John, and
which he was incapable of paying on
this or any foture day: morsover (and
this complicated the affuir not a little),
he was at this moment, a8 sn ensign in
the Grensdier Gruards, under immediate
orders to leave England for tho seat of
war in the East.

I might enlarge in this place on his
extravaganocs, and on the curious ifems
which had, in a few months, swelled to

1 soel & total; Buk I remember that when

I ueed to tell stories to u bright-eyed
andioneo in the noreery, that sodience
always erled onf, * Begin at the very
beginning ;"' and £hus it may be a8 well

‘in telling & story for children of larger

growth to bear this hint in mind, sad so
perhaps lntaeast the reader more gennine-
Iy in the fortunes of my hero.
To hegin then * at the baginning."
His father, the late Colonel the Hon-

‘orable Tohn Bt John, was twice married.

His first wife brought him a son within
o yoor of their marriage, and then, after
some yesrs of bad health, died, leaving
her boy Henry, the hero of this book, to
the tender mercies of sermants, end of 5
vilﬁuwer of whom the world prophesisd
that he wonld not be long in coneoling
bimself  But if, by this expreesion,
g second marriege was intended, the
world for once was wrong. The Honor-
eble John St John enjoyed his liberty
for seven years, and he might perhaps
have continned to do so for seven years
more, had not ruin overtaken him, and
rendefed it inoumbent om him to look
out for a wife with meney. He found ons
—i& Mins Heathoots, s very rich, foclish,
and ill-advised heiress, who at twenty-
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one years of age bestowed herself and
her fortune on the ex-M.T. for Nerth
——aghire. Not only wes the Honor-
able John at that moment banlorupt, but
there had been some unfortunste circum-
stances connected with the faet, nod
with his career, which had made his
own eonnty what ia volgarly callad
“too hot ™ for him, and which had slso
had the effect of making bis eldest
brother's honse as mueh too cold for him.

In fact, Lord Eendal had simply refused |

to ses his brother Johm again,

The story hud been a bad cne, albeit
a common enongh, or # lkely enongh
one. It wes that of & rich young widow
to whom he Lad paid great attentions.
Mre. Lindley was bis junior, snd still
vary attractive; yet though her jointure
‘was large she was not the lees rfuled by
the two pessions whioh finally bronght
about her undoimg, she wished fo in-
crease her worldly goods by epeculation,
and sho wished to obtaln, end if wowsds
be buy, & sonhection with ‘the peerage.
What sort of a step-fother the Honorebla
Jobn 8t John might maks 4o ber two
boys was & minor consideration, I fear,
with her; bot at sll events she paid
dearly for eny hopes she had beem Ied
to emtertain by him. Her money meltod
away in his larper spocnlations, her son's
fortune was damaged, the big oaks end
alms of his park had to be eut down, and,
olght months Jater, when she had gona to
Bath to retrench, she had the pleasore of
reading in tle F¥mes John St John's
marrisge to the Mins Heatheote aforesaid.
How that Miss Heathoote came to be so
much lefi to herself aa to merty s man
wha had lost 8 fortnne, s character, & seat
in Parlisment, and the colomeley of a
yeomenry regiment, all within a yesr of
making her sequaintames, T know not;
only Miss Heathcote was young, andsilly,
and as obetinate as only a very etlly woman
oan be—and so, in Paris, at the chapel of
the British Embaesy, in May, 1885, she
esmbarked in matrimony with this hero.

With the detaile of their wedded life,

not slways edifying, I will nut'wanry the
roader: suffice it to say that they were
not such s to induce Lord Kendal to
alter hip opinion of his brother’s conduot,
mnd that two children were born to this
pouple—a danghter, born at Tours, Eue
de 1a Beellerie, and christened Anne, and
& 80m, alse born at Tours, who received
the name of Philip Heathoote.

But how had it fared in the mean
time, through childhood, boyhood, and
yontl, with Henry £t. John, the son by
the first marriage? It Lad fered rather
hordiy a8 & child, and after that munch
less ill than might have been expected,
thanks to the kindness of Lord Kendal,
who, taking & fanoy to the boy, had sent
him toschacl 88 soon as wos possitle after
his mother's desth. That schecl en-
dwered well, and Lord Kendal of course
paid for it} bot, when Master Bt. Johy
had eutprown the care of the very excel-
lemt lady in whoss hewss he Hived for
three yosrs, & painful interregonum then
cocnrred in his edoeation. It wasmaginly
apent in France, and there it wes that
the young gentleman acqoired that pro-
ficiency in foreign tongnes which distin.
guighed him in later life; bot thers he
might also have learned mony dther and
less desirable things, both from his father
and from his father's companions, had not
Lord Eendal sgain interfered, and agein
bemght the right to soperintend tha
training of the lad. Miss HMeathoote's
eppearance on the scene abozot that time
had given the signal, it is troe, for at
least & tomporery reformation in his
home, but Lord Kendel etill forbade his
brother the houee, and the father and the
atep-mother, in spite of that condition,
were quite ready to hand over to the peer
the son, who was at least the presumptive
heir to bis title and to the estates.

Lord Eendal was a bachelor, & book-
worm, and a recluse of o inveterste s
kind, that ke had built up the ground-
floor windows of one side of the house
lest he should be overlooked by the
gardener’s er the baker's boys; and his



BEGINNING AT

life was as solitary as it was fragel. ' Ha
kept 8 gecretary, a siout cob, end & breed
of magtifu, for which Hurst Boyal had
long been famouma: he wors a velvot cap
and smoked incesssntly, amd he lived in
the county, not becanse he knew the
pig from the sow, or a mangold-worezel
from a hyscimth, but becanse he liked
pure air, large reoms, guiet by night,
ond learned leisure by dey. In politics
he deflned himself & Tory, and he wes &
Chorchman in theory, albalt not coe In
practice, a3 he did not attend the services
of the Uhurch, having taken umbrage in
eurly life st the had logle of the parson,
the coughing of the children, and the
soathernwood nosogays of the old wom-
en. Many years ago, #nd when his
brother John had been first returned for
the gonnty, he had taken some interest
in polities, but that hed been ooly ephem-
aral—the conduct of John Bt John had
been too discreditslle, the eloctors had
been fonnd to be vemal, and the agenta to
have fanlts more gerioue than wera those
of the enrates and of the charity children,
He goave larpely to looal charities, but his
temper was not the less of thoe Knd
suphmistioslly calied difioulé—namely,
too difficult for ita owner to manngs,
and very difficult for his neighbors always
to steer alear of.

The gocret of Lord Kendal's aclibacy
was & quarrel with the only woman ha
had ever loved. Ho hed been wreng in
it, bt he had (and pechaps for thet very
reason) kept it up with s firromess wor-
thy of a betber canse; and thes, when
ha had shot the door some years later
in his brother's face, his interests and
gympathiea, but for the existence of
Master Hemry, would have begun and
ended in bis library.

The realoss’s heart wea thus slesping,
when, at the age of fourteen, the boy
came to stir it, and to make the old
house, the stables, the park, the mere,
and tha preserves, ring to young voices
and young stepa.  Lord Eendal was very
indulgent to him. He wounld lay astda

THE BEGINNING. y
his great opuws, “The Lives of Great
Meom,™ p sort of modern Plutarch, which
he was preparing, to look st the contents
of Henry's game-bag, and e even began
to fake an intelligent interest in ferrets,
kingfishers and stag-beetles, all parta of
the animal creation which had never
before been properly brooght mnder his
notice. He grew thus to experienes
some of the cares and pleasures of father-
hood, end more of ita plessures than
of 1ia sares, for the boy was handeome,
doila, trathiol, and clever. Thers 8 a
theory that gont and madness often skip
over gog generation to resppear in the
next, and iz thot same way, while pass-
ing over the Honorable John, of impe-
conions memory, thera really did seem
o hava deseended to his son the honor,
the indostry, and the self-control, of the
first, tha lawyer Earl of Eendal.

Harrow gnd Christ Churck followed
each other for Henry, and then Lord
Xondel bonght a eommbesion for his
nephew, and sent into the Scots Fusileer
Guorde as fime & young fellow as cver
wors her Majesty’s uniform—a very
good-looking one, I may also add. A
good deal sbove the middls height, well-
knit and well-proporticnad, he loo}md
vary handsome in his uniform, and from
under the fringe of his bearskin yon aaw
dark-bloe eyes, regular fostores, snd &
very ploasant month. His heir was so
dark that it might slmost have passed
for plack, but that on the cheek and
above the modth it had rich warm tints
of brown. His voice, in spesking, was
low and modolated, and he was naturally
rather silent, though, perheps, the least
shy man in Lendon, ~He axplained thia
by eaying that he had had to conguer &l
shyneas 23 a ad. Muach of his infer-
eourse with his uncle hed cost him gn -
effort &t firet; and no wonder, sinoe, till
you had gained, and knew thet you had
gained, his regard, Lord Kendal was
indead a vory awe-inspiring man. Then
much of Henry’s intercourse, after he

graw up, with both father and step-



