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PREFACE.

—

# This furmal foel, your man, speaks ponghi but preverhs,
Apd speak men what they con to i, bell snawer
With some riyyme robten sentencs, o ol saying,

Buch spokos s ye anclents of ¥* parish uee:
The Provers-Monger. From (he Two Angry Wotum of
Abinpdon, a comedy, by Henry Porler, L.

To those who are aware of the time and trouble
required for the accumulation of any extensive
series of traditional sayings, it will cause no sur-
prise to be informed, that the present Collection
was commenced as far back as the year 1825. In
the following year, 1 sent half-a~dozen (probably
all that I had then collected) to Mr. William Hone,
for insertion in the Every-Day Fook, then in course
of publication. In that work they did not appear;
but were prioted 1o vol. ii. col. 505, of his suc-
ceeding periodical (The Table-Book), slong with
other matter, subseribed with the initials of my
name reversed. From this period, the collection
went on gradually increasing till the year 1843;
when having collected, chiefly orally, upwards of
four hundred, 1 made & selection therefrom, which
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I arranged for insertion in the Local Historian's
Table-Book, a work of no common merit, edited
by Mr. M. A. Richardson, of Newcastle-on-Tyne,
These, with few or no foot-notes, appeared in
vol ii. pp. 211 and 254, in the Traditional portion
of the above publication. “As a token of friend-
ahip,” Mr. M. A. R. struck off twenty-five copies
in a distinet form, which, with the exception of
two or three copies which I still retain, have been
distributed among my own especial friends, and
three or four of the membera of the Percy Society;
one of whom was so kind (1 being & total stranger
to him) ae to offer his services, not only to submit
the same to the consideration of the Council of
the Society, but, likewise, to honour me with his
valuable services in adding thereto from foreign,
and more ancient English manuscript and printed
collections, I have acted upon his suggestion ;
and with his able aseistance 1 can have nothing
to fear.

Although the Collector has never seen a single
copy either of Howell's, Ray's, Kelly's, Fuller's, or
Henderson's Proverbs, he has alight hesitation in
asserting that, after the most careful collation,
many—very many—will be found in this collection
which are not to be found in any other, either
printed, or in manuscript.  To him it has been &
treasure constantly acoumulating: few weeks pass-
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ing over but one or more have been added to the
mass of provincial literature. Like the Lambton
worm, of northern celebrity,—
Tt grew, it grew, and still it grew ;"
or the Pigrim's Progrew of poor old John
Bunyan,—

L

Until, at last, it came to be,
For length and breadth, the hignesws which yon see.”

The remarks of Mr. Brand, when noticing
“ oulgar a1TES and popular opinions,” are equally
applicable to provERes, viz.: “They have indeed
travelled down to ue through a long succession of
years, and the greater part of them, it is not im-
probable, will be of perpetual observation: for the
generality of men loock back with superstitious
veneration on the ages of their forefathers; and
matters that are grey with time, seldom fail of
commanding those filial honours claimed even by
the appearance of hoary age.”

“If before ye knew only theee things, be not
disgusted becsuse I have inserted them; if ye
ghall know more, be not angry that I have not
spoken of them, but rather let him communicate
his knowledge to me, while I yet live, that, at
least, those things may appear in the margin of
my book, which do not occur in the text."—
Guliel. de Malma.



