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Orrick or THE BEcagTiny or TEE BENATE, E
Montpelier, Vi, Oct. 29, 1850.

Hon. Daxres. P. Taoxresox, Montpelier,

Bim: We have the pleasure to communicate to you the following
resolution, d on the inet :—

“ Resolved, by the Senate and House of tives:

“That the Becrotary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House of
Representatives be instructed to solicit from the Hon, Daniel P, Thomp-
“ron & copy of the interesting and veluable Address pronounced by hira
“before the YVermont Historical Society, in presence of the two Houses,
“ o0 the evening of the 24th inst., and that the Secretary and Clerk procure
*two thoosand copies thereof to be printed, and distributed under the di-
“raction of Hia Excellency, the Governor.” -

We take occasion to express the hope that you will comply with the
ananimous desire of the two Hoases, in which the entire andienee, on tha
occasion alluded to, participated.

Very respectfully, Your ob't serv'ta,
D. W. C. CLAREKE, Becretary of the Senate,

C. F. DAVEY, of the House of Representatives.

Montrzites, Vi, 30th October, 1850,

GesTLEMEN

It was not my intextion to publish the Address, of which the two
Houses have taken such flattering notice, as T thought of embodying it,
with further i tﬁnmoftha&n}:jmhinuwmﬁ[ham in preparation
for the pereeiving no valid objections to its publiestion in this
form, though it may scon substantially appear in another, and being anx-
ious to make every consistent response to a demonstration, of which I fear
neither myself, nor my imperfect effort, ie worthy, I can do no less than

wu'.hlyour vest, and that which seema involved in the resolotion,
& copy of which you have forwarded to me. I, therafore, place the manu-
acript at your disposal, and, with the assurance of my personal regard, re-
main

Your friend and ob't serv't,
D. P. THOMPSON.

To Gen. I W. C. Cranxe, Secretary of the Senate,
Craron F. Daver, Eag, Clerk of the Houwsw of Representatives.






ADDRESS.

Mnr. PrEsiDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND
House or HEPRESENTATIVES :

VEruonT was ushered into political existence midst storm and
tempest. 'We speak both metaphorically and literally :  For it
is a curious historical fact that her Constitution, the result of the
first regular movement ever made by her people towards an inde-
pendent civil government, was adopted during the darkest period
of the Revolution—at an hour of commotion and alarm, when the
tempest of war was actually bursting over her borders and threat-
ening her entire subversion.  And, as if' to make the event the
more remarkable, the adoption took place amidst one of the most
memorable thunder storms ever lmown in Vermont, but for the
providential oceurrence of which, at that particular juncture, that
important political measure, as we shall soon make apparent, must
have been postponed to an indefinite period, and what is more, to
a period when the growing dissensions, which, as soon as the
commeon danger was over, New York end New Hampshire con-
trived to scatter among her people, maust have defeated it, and
this destroyed all their prospects of the blessings of an indepen-
dent civil government forever.

The whole history of the settlement and organization of this
State, indeed, exhibits, when compared with those of another,
the most striking anomaly. She may emphatically be called the
offspring of war and controversy. The long and fierce dispute
{or territory between the colonies just named, had sown her soil
with Dragon teeth, which at length sprang up in a erop of hardy,
determined, and liberty-loving men, who instead of joining either
of the contending parties, soon resolved to take a stand for them-
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selves against both.  And that stand they mainteined with a spirit
and success, to which, considering the discouragements, difficul-
ties and dangers they were constantly compelled to epcounter,
history scarcely furnishes a parallel.  But though every step of
her progress, from the felling of the first tree in her dark wilder-
ness to her final reception into the sisterhood of the States, was
marked by the severest trials, yet the memorable year of '77, was
incomparably the most trying and gloomy as well as the most glo-
rious of her history. Within a period of forty days, indeed, from
the first landing of the vauntful Burgayne on her shores at Ticon-
deroga, on the 6th of July, to the 16th of August, when his Lion
Flag was seen trailing in the dust at Bennington, her whole desti-
nies seemed crowded ; but it was in those very days of darkness
and dismay, that she settled them all, and ensured her indepen-
dence forever !

Concelving this eventful period, therefore, to be the turning
point in the destinies of Vermont, 2s a separate State, we shall
coofine our remarks to this important part of her history, and
endeavor to unfold the secret and hitherto little known, but, in
our estiml.iuu, the main S]H."!Ilg! Dfﬂl.‘.l.iﬂ.l], hy which such momen-
tous results were accomplished.

In the beginning, of this memorable year the people of Vermont
by their delegates in formal Convention assembled had declared
themselves Independent,

# Independent of all save the mercies of God,”
tousethesignificant language which the poet has put into the mouth
of one of their numbers. And having taken measures for pub-
lishing their declaration to the world, this Convention elosed its
proceedings by appointing a committee to draft a Constitution to
be submitted to a new Convention which the people were invited
to call for the purpose. In response to that eall, a new Conven-
tion assembled at Windsor about the first of July following, and
proceeded, with that dilligence and scrupulous regard to the em-
ployment of their time, for which our earlier public bodies were
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noted, to take into consideration the important instrument now
submitted to them as a proper basis, on which to erect the super-
structure of a civil government suited to the genius and necessi-
ties of an industrious an frugal people—a people who, though
keenly jealous of their individual rights, and exceedingly restive
under all foreign authority, had yet declared the wish to receive
and obey a system of legal restraints, if it could be one of their
own imposing—a people who had said to their leaders :

" The' we owe mﬂlﬁnma and bow to no throne,
We will yield to the law if that law be our own.™

For five days, trom rising to setting sun, this Convention em-
ployed the best energies of their enlightened and practical minds
in discussing and amending the document before them. But
their labors had well nigh been lost, for the present certainly, and,
for reasons before given, probably forever. For soon after they
had assembled on the 6th day of their Session, and while they
were intently listening to the reading of the instrument for the
last time before taking a final vote on its sdoption, their proceed-
ings were suddenly brought to a stand by the alarming news, loud-
ly proclaimed from an open despatch from the gallant Warner
by a herald who appeared on his foam covered horse before their
open door, that Ticonderoga, the supposed inpregnable barrier
of frontier defence, had fallen, and our scattered troops were
flying in all directions before a formidable British army that was
sweeping unopposed along the western border of the State, flank-
ed by a horde of merciless savages, from whose fearful irruptions
not a dwelling on that side the mountains would probably be
spared ! This intelligence, so unexpected and so startling, too
nearly concerned the members of this body as men as well ag
patriots, to permit their entire exemption from the general feeling
of consternation and dismay which was everywhere spreading, on
the wings of the wind, around them ; and many a staid heart
among them secretly trembled for the fate of the near and dear
ones left at home, in which the red tomahawk might, even at that
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moment be busy at its work of death ; while the bosoms of all
were buming to seize the sword or musket and fly 10 their re-
lief or mingle in the common defence of their endangered coun-
try. Any further proceedings with the subject on hand, at such
a moment wag soon found to be impossible, and the greater num-
ber began to clamor for an immediate adjomrnment.  Bat while
a few, who had shared less than others in the panie, or were more
deeply nnpressed with the importance of accomplishing an object,
at this time, now so nea:ly attained, were vainly attempting to

resist the current, till time was gained for reflection, an un-
wonted darkness, as if by special interposition of Providence, fell
suddenly upon the earth. The lightnings began to gleam through
the dark and threatening masses of clouds that bad enveloped the
sky, and the long, deep roll of thunder was heard in every quarter
of the heavens, giving warning of the severe and protracted tem-
pest, which now soon burst over them with a fury that precluded
all thought of venturing abroad. The prospect of being thus
confined to the place for some hours, if not for the whole day,
taking from the movers all inducement for immediate adjourn-
ment, they now began to take a cooler view of the subject ; and
soon, by common consent, the business on hand was resumed.
The reading of the Constitution was finished, and, while the storm
was still howling around them, and the thunders breaking over
their heads, that instrument was adopted and became the supreme
law of the land.* One thing more, however, remained to be
done ; and that was to constitute a provisional government to act
till the one pointed out by the Constitution could be established,
This was now effected by the appointment of that small body of
men, 13 in number, it is believed, since known as Tre Oup
Cousein’or SareTy oF VERMoNT, and noted alike for the re-
markable powers with which they were invested, and the remark-
able manner in which those powers were exercised : For from the

l'l‘lmu Conatitution was pever submitted to the people fo rratification, but
by genera! consent acquiesced in without that usual %



