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BEBICATORY EPISTLE

PWITH PERMASE] I:I-!'i}

TO 8I% ROBERT PEEL, BART

B Rowerr,—To yon 1 dedicate this Life of Ebenezer
Elliotl, beeause, stvee the alfeelive part von took in (e

vopeal of these Jaws which at onee made heead dear,
traedie profitless, and Tabone vaan, e became one of vour
warmest pdmirers.  Posterity will de justice 1o the
statesman who saceilieed party, ond with 1 pleee and
prwer, to principle and the good of bis couniry @ who
elevaged the politician e the patriot ; whoe, belonging
{0 no party, yet fears not the faetions opposition of all;
whio stands alune, o droe, philosophical, anel  1ndependont
sl voenta of tational intorests,
I have the honour te enbeerile niveelf,
Fir Robert,
Your mueh obliged and most obedicnt Servan,
JULIN WATKINS

Clrpham Rise, Lot Judy, 1850,

H.B—The abwve was writion previons to the lamented
Baronet's slovease
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SIR ROBERT PEEL, DBART.

AT a time of peace and pleasontness, when all was
quict aroumd, the world las been slanled with ome
af those shocks which * overcome ws ke a summer-
clond,” creating wonder and dismay.  Sir Hobert el
i denld ! Never, perbps, was he sz of one man
eo mationaliy folt.  The devessed was the mosl dis-
tingnizhed patron of the fine arts, amd the greadesl
statesman of the age.

This Louk derives s melancholy intersst from the
fact that one of the latest aets of the Bight Mononralils
Daremet was an inddanes of his gowerons nrbanity in
granting  permission that it shonld be dedicaisd o
Lim®  LElliott's memory will reccive this posthnmous
honour; and the nawme of fhe Apostle of Cornslaw

ropeen] will be linkeal o 'Fl.iail:,:ul':.' witht the ,M_ﬂ:umylishr-_'r
of that greal boon,

May we not hope that those traly disinterested
henefactors of their kind and country are now in the
enjovment of e everlasting reward which is regeryved

for all who have done or anffered woll in this lifo 2

Serc e Soe-stnle wh ae ile-ginge.




PREFACE,

Tus latec Ebenczer Elitolt, a short time before
his death, vequested me to write Lis life.  ITe
said he had thonght at one time of engaging his
zom Franeiz to the task ; bot had altered his mind
beemse he deemed an own son less likely to
execute it Imparctially than s son-in-law.  He
gave me some pencral diveetions as to the plan of
the work, and told me that he had written an
autohiography up to hizs 25tk year. e was
desirous, above all thines, that a trone portrait of
himself should be dreawn, omitting the colouring
or dress of adventitions circumstanee ; * For,” said
he, “that is not myself " T promised to comply
with his request, and to write sueh a lhography
as T trnsted publie epinion would ratify.

Iis decease made me regard his will as a sacred
vbligation, to be fulfilled before the wish of any
one clse on the subjeet.  But a natmeal diffidence

caused me to desire that some one more liowi
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i the world than mysclf, and better qualificd
than I, should undertake the task,  Accordingly,
Mr. Fox, M.P., was solicited, but declined on
aceount of his Parliamentary engagements. Appli-
cation was also made to Mr. Thomas Carlyle, who
replied that he had not heen personally sequanted
with Mr. Elliott.

There scemed no alternative hnt that 1 shonbd
perform my promise to the deceased. 1 owas
partly encowraged to this by the example of the
soms-n-law of Sir Walter Scott, of Southey, of
Dy. Chalmers and others,

T wanted not for matevials, posscssing, iwdeed,
a greater quantity than T eould vender available.
Many procied wemorsnda of the Life awl Chia-
racter of Elliott exist in reviews, magazines, wud
newspipers, tosether with notices of his works ;
these | bave not traseribed, beeause T felt desirous
to make the contents of this hook as onginal as
possible, and not to republish what had already
been publislied, T have given a somewhat elabo-
rate acconnt of his poetie works and made liberal
catvacts from them : this 1 felt neeessary m order
W ilo jiestiee to the mevits of o poct whose writings

are ol 50 generally kuowo as they deseeve to he,
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and concerming whose character much misrepre-
sentation exists.

Readers of poetry are scldom readers of politics
—they seek amusement rather than instruction ;
but politics conld not be wholly omitted in a life
of the Com-law Ehymer. [ have, therefore, made
a “hrief abstract and chronicle” of thew, ntro-
ducmg them without amplification.

The letters written by Ebcueser Elliott to a
great variety of correspondents are very numerous,
and would, of themselves, fill a large volume.
But as he was in the habit of copying himsclf in
his cpistolary correspondence, the reader will not
be desirous to see more than o fow specimens.  In
gelecting these, T have had regard to one beanzifinl
phase m the character of the wiiter, namely, his
condescension 1o the wishes of young authors who
needed his adviee and enconragement. He himself
saddl that his chief pleasure in old age was to con-
verse with the young minds of the eountry; and
those who sought him found him indeed a hiwerary
pastor,  U'he letters in this volume furnish the
most valuable portion of its contents,

I have now a grateful duty, which T cannot eon-
clude without fulfilling, namely, to express my
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henrtfele thanks to those gentlemen who have
kindly nuswered my requests for assistanee. These
are particularly due to Mr Tait, of Edinburgh;
the Rev, Jacob Brettel, of Hotherham ; Dr, Beard,
of Manchester; William Fisher, Bsq., of Sheffield ;
Mr. Ehenezer Ilingston, Mr. Bedingficld, and,
ahove all, tu Sir Robert Pecl, who pohitely granted
me his permission to dedicate to him thes book.



