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PREFACE.

—— e —
.

HE idea of writing a History of Hindu Civili-
sation first occurred to me sixteen years
ago, when I submitted to the Oriental Congress a.
short essay on Aryan Civilisation in India, which
earned a prize awarded by the Italian Govern-
ment. The execution of the work, however,
has had to be postponed from year to year for
various reasons which it is needless to mention.
Even now, the work is published with consider-
able diffidence, as, on many points, the informa-
tion which I have been able to collect is meagre
and unsatisfactory. I venture to hope, however,
that the present publication will create interest
in the subject, and thus lead eventually to a more
exhaustive treatment of it. -~



PREFACE.

Of the friends to whom | am indebted for
this attempt, I desire, in the first place, to men-
tion the name of Mr. K. C. Dutt, ¢. 1. E, who
has helped me very materially by his advice and
suggestions, [ have also to gratefully acknow-
ledge my obligations to Mr. G. C. Bose, M. .,
M. R A C, for the chapter on Agriculture; 'to
Mr. T. N. Mukhar}i, ¥. L. s., far the chapter on
Art-induostries ; and to Mr J. C. Dutt for his
kind and sympathetic help.

30, Park Street,
- CarcuTra. P. N. Bose.
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