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LETTER from Misz SoPEIA MALTRAVERS lo
her Nephew, Sir Epwarp MALTRAVERS,
then a Student at Christ Church, Ozford.

1# Pounceforl Buildings, Bath,
Oet. 21, 1567,

My pEAR EDWARD,

It was your lafe father’s dying
request that cerfain events which occurred in lLia
last years should be communicaled fo you or your
coming of age. I have reduced them fo writing
partly from my own recollection, which 18, alas/
sl too vivid, and parlly with the aid of noles
taken af the fime of my brother’s death. As you
are now of full age, I submit the narraiive fo you.
Much of it has necessarily been exceedingly painful
to me fo write, bud af the same fime I feel if 15
beller that you should hear the fruth from me
than garbled stories from others who did not love
" your father as I did.

Your loving Aunt,
Sopgra MALTRAVERS.

To Sir Edward Mallravers, Bari,






THE LOST STRADIVARIUS.

MIS8 BOPHIA MALTRAVERS' STORY.

CHAPTER L

Your father, John Maltravers, was bomn in
1820 at Worth, and sncceeded his father and
mine, who died when we were still young chil-
dren. John was sent to Eton in due course, and
in 1839, when he was nineteen years of age, it
was determined that he shounld go to Oxford. It
was intended st first to emter him at Christ
Church; but Dr, Sarsdell, who visited us at
Worth in the snmmer of 1839, persmaded Mr.
Thoreshy, our guardian, to send him instead to
Magdalen Hall. Dr. Barsdell was himself Prin-
cipal of that institution, and represented that
John, who then exhibited some eymptoms of
delieacy, wonld meet with more personal atten-
tion under his care than he could hope to do in
80 large & college as Christ Church. Mr, Thores-
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