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| heavy sleep of carnal seeurity to the dreadful sight of Jesus Christ
| coming in all Iis glorions majesty, to “jodge the world with
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BAVEDr OR LORT?

My friends, when this Little trach moets you, we shall have begun
a new year; it will reach & grent meny of ¥on upon new year's
day ; and T hope all whe take in TAr Cotrace Lawmr will have
vpened this year with * prayer amd supplication, with thenks.
nving.” My dear readers, 1t 15 my most carnest hope and prayer,
E’lat ““the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, may
keep your hesrts and minds, throngh Jesns Christ,”

It is s grievous ihing{ to think how maeh wo need siirring op
ahant pur soula~—how dead and indifferent we are chont our cyer-
lasting condition—huw contented we are to know nothing at all
ahout these great things; while we lubour night and dey to got &
living for our bodies, and keep a close aceount of how our worldly
affairs stand, fur fear we should gel the wrong side of the post,
and puifer loss,

In the moruing of the resurecetion, my friends, there will be
“ga great ery.,” We shall bave risen up, most of us, on 74 new
year's morning, alive, and well, and cheery ; going forth to our
daily business, and looking forward to lengiheming days, and
busier seasons.  But in the morring of the resurrection there will
be s great ery ! Oh! think what a wall our ears will hear when
that new yenr's morning dawns, and sinners weke up from their

righteousness, and the people with His truth,” Do let us think |
now of what we shall feel 28en. Do let us consider & litile how |
we shall ever bear all the horrors and terrors of that great dey,
which is drawing verv near us, and which some of us will know a
great deal nbout before the end of this new year. We cennot
T |
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get away from that day by refusing to think about it, and make
onrselves ready for it; 1t wifl come—it will not tarry; every
living soul wil{
morning, and, oh | there will be a very great and hitter ery !

My friends, you know very well in yonr hearts that you are

. living ungodly lives—youn are living lives that will not bear the

' searching eve of God; you would not like your neighbours to see -

. and know e you are doing and thinking ; you would not like a
© man to sik in judgment apon your walk and conversation, becouse |

we are all sharp-sighted about ench others’ faclts, and can see a

| wood deal more than we sometimes speak of. How then shall we

ear the sifting of God, * from whom no seeret is hid,” and who
knoweth the thoughts of our hearts, aud the meaning of ail our

- waya? You know very well thal your ways will not do to be

| yeople shoul

looked mto ; yom know you are nof living up to the Bible rule;
and 1t is the greatest wonder I the whole world, that in this state

d‘b be so little coneerned about the matter. Tt is the
devil's work this; it is his great business to keep people quiek

be awske, and up, snd stirring, on that dreadful :

B L [ T pe

and nsleep while the housa is burning over their hepds, and he is -

robbing them of all they have,

My friends, these are not plersant tlings to say or to hear; but
they aro still more unplesssnt o fecl a‘uﬁatﬂ know ; snd 1 want
very mueh to stir you up (o think sboot thoem while there is time
to mend matters; for thoogh it does not much signify whether
you are fed aml clothed on carth, it signifies s preat deal whether
you are saved or lost for ever; and one or the other yon must be,

| because there is no third place to go to after death. ~ The Koman

Catholies think there is: thﬂﬂ' think there s 2 place called pur-
gatary, where sins are punished, and sonls cleaned up and white-

" washed for heaven ; bur I have never yet foond ihe passage in
| the Bible that tells ns this, and 1 Lave lunted for it from one

end of Seriplure to the other. It may be among the traditions
of men; but in the Bibla it is not; and we aro vow talking of

~ what God’s Word teaches, and not what men choose to say.

When the mormng of the resuzrestion comes there will be a |

great cry. As in the day of Noah, when the flood came, the
world will be going on just as it is now. Worldly business will
b carried on ; men will be working in the shop, in the forge, in the

| fields, in the streets, on the railroads ; they will be plonghing, and

digging, and threshing, and hammering, and grinding ; they will be

. thinking of anything else in the wide world thau their own souls. |




. i3 a very great sign that the sceond coming of Jesus Christ is at
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But & great and sudden ery will rise up from the earth ; men will
rush out from the beer-houses, the play-howses, the dark unseen
dens of seeret wickedness, which will be all broken up, and
brought to light in the twinkling of an eve! Wives, and
mothers, and sisters, and friends, will rush out too, from their
homes and kindred, at the sound of that dismal, piercing cry!
There will be a shaking, and uwprooting, among kindreds, and
peoples, and nations, and tongues; there will be no thought for

| our friends and fannlies ab tbat morning’s dawn ; but every man |

will quake with fear hecause of his own soul! Depend upon it,
terror like this will make us forget everybody and evorything but
the Judge, and the burning lake that yawna before us. :
There are many siens in the world now that warn us that the |
great new year's day 13 at hand. The prophecics of the Bible are
coming very fast indeed to pass; and ome of the most wonderful |
of all the signs is, that the City of Jerusalern i being amsin |
inhabited, and talked ohout, like other great cities of the earth. |
For hundreds of years we never heard the name of Jernsalem, or |
saw it written ehont, exeept in fhe Bible; it lay desolate and |
forgotten, among the wild people thai have 1i1:13dy m the Holy
Land singe the city was broken down and buwrned with fire,
Now, the time is come for Jeruselem fo awake, and shake herself !
from tho dust. The Lord stirred up the hearte of two great |
sovereigns, the Cmeen of England aud the King of Prussig, to
“ remember Jernsalem,” and t%ey have bailt a Christian, a Pro-
testant Church upon the very plise where the Temple used fo |
stand ; so that Jesus Christ, the dezpized Fazarene—tie crucified !
Une—is set farth, and preached, and glorified, on the very spot |
where he wes hated, and rejected of men! Oh! my friends, this

¢ hand tfmt the great new year's day is abont to dawn, that © great |

S

.

and terrible day of the Lord ;" for Jerusalem was to Lie in the !
dust, and none were to build up her waste places, until “ the
times of the Gentites be fulfilled.” :

The day of our death is, mdeed, the second coming of Clurist to |
every one. Whether Jesus Christ comes to us, or we go to Him,
makes nio real difference to us; the great new year's day will
come whichever way the Lord appoints it; but in oue of these
two ways only can it eome, and it is a matter of very grest con-
cern to us to be ready for it when it does come, “ Be ye, there-

fore, ready,” says our Lord Jesus Christ ; and if we are waiting |
k. 5. |




