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PREFACE.

As the firm foundation of a house is less at-
tractive than the painted columns and modillions
which it supports, so the first chapter of our
story is the strutum of understanding that under-
lies a more beautiful fabric of kuowledge. It
locates the scenes in Western North Caroling,
on the great evergreen Grandfather Mountain,
whose highest point iz the everlasting corner-
stone of three counties, Watanga, Caldwell, and
Mitchell.

The ohject of the author has been to supply
the great need of a book that would introduce
to the outside world a section of country which,
until recently, hus been almost unknown and
obseure, but nevertheless iz rich in soil, replete
with iron ore, and with fine forests of valunable
trees, checkered with rapid, flowing streams of
limpid water, decked with a thousand hills,
fortressed with ponderons mountains tall and
rugeed, and pictured with wild and varied land-
scapes.

The writer wus cradled in the loving arms of

L 5



G PREFACE,

maternal toil in one of the first rude log eabins
constructed in the morning and evening shadows
of the beantiful mountaing with which he has
grown up in love, and every scene deseribed is
as familiar to him as were the blooming vines
in which tlie hnmming-birds nestled avound the
Lome of his childhood.

“The Balsam Groves of the Grandfather
Mountain® is a story founded on factz. The
roads, streams, fountaing, places, monntaivs, and
distances are real; the picluve of the character
Rollingbumh will be hailed with delight by
thousands of mounialueers, who will recognize
it as the likeness of a familiar friend; the de-
seription of the Salmer estate on the banks of
the Lanville will toueh to fears a prominent
gentleman now residing in the city of Richmond,
Virginia; and the genuine name William West
Skiles will thrill the hearts of many a North
Carolinian.

“The Western Gate-way to the Highlands,”
following the story, is as fair a representation of
truth as the writer could possibly formulate; and
“The Hotels in the Land of the Sky” is intended
Lo be such an unerring guide to health- and pleas-
ure-seekers that strangers will not be disappointed
when they visit the scenes,

The search for the body of Rev. Elisha




