THE REDEEMER'S TEARS WEPT
OVER LOST SOULS: AND TWO
DISCOURSES, ON SELF-
DEDICATION, AND ON YIELDING
OURSELVES TO GOD



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649048755

The Redeemer's Tears Wept over Lost Souls: And Two Discourses, on Self-Dedication, and on
Yielding Ourselves to God by John Howe & Robert Gordon

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOHN HOWE & ROBERT GORDON

THE REDEEMER'S TEARS WEPT
OVER LOST SOULS: AND TWO
DISCOURSES, ON SELF-
DEDICATION, AND ON YIELDING
OURSELVES TO GOD

ﬁTrieste






REDEEMERS TEARS

WEPT OVER LOST SOULS;

Al

TWO DISCOURSES,

N SELE-MIEDICATION, ANTI O VIELDING OURSELY ES TE GO

R | r’-" .
o

REV. JOIIN VH{]“-TJ_'I., A AL

WITH AN INTRODUCTORY E=RSAY.

BY ROBLERT GORDON, D1,

ERExNRGH,

FIVTH ElaaTidhn

GLASGOW:
WILLIAM COLLENS, 105 INGRAM STREET,

OLIVEH & J0vD, WM. WEHYTE & €0, AND WA, OLIPHANT & 50,
EIFINEURGH ; W' Fo WAKEMAN, DURBLIY ; WHITTAKLL & Ci.;
INAMELTORN, ADAME, & Ok, AND BIMPKIN & MARIHALL: LOxDow,

M DBUCC XX XVYEL



T ——

TN Gtz & U, Doy oW



INTRODUCTORY ESSAY.

It can I'I'il'tl:.'l,- Ll R L"ID-.l the ohservation o E
o who h'ts el tho Hli}]c with attention. that
all ehie communteations which the Almichoy hos
bheen plezsed to ke 1o his rebellions subjects: e
lus emploved language the buat ealenlated 1o meke

2]y
1!25::

it way to e Leart aul afeetions o b
while his remenstrances with the fmpenitent presen:
A lamentable picture of the moest voressonable b
tility, and unproveked aguression on their part, thes
Dear testimaiy, at the same time, to the mest con-
passionate torbearanee vu Lis—aud that as otien o
[ai: 1|.|n_:'t]_1. alddresses 1he i‘lunitﬂnt s ]‘.u.:]il."'.‘il‘lg.
whether it be in the way of reproof or of consoli-
tione, it i« still in terms that breuthe wll the aflection-
ate terlyrigss ol a tathiet’s love. That .-.il.ll'!l 15 the
language of Scripture nobody tan Lor 4 moment his-
pute. and that the design of such language 15 10
remove those unworthy suspicivns of the divine cha-
rncter. which wo to array the feelings and affections
of the human heart in lquatlltT;,' 1o il "rIﬂ[-.l::r,. il
perpetuate the enmity of the camal mind agains
Crod, s erjL L]l:,. ohvious amd ineontrovertible. It



vi

will readily be admitted, too, that o auy thuwer ap-
proaching te such generosty aud vnmerited forbear-
ance, could be manifested Ly ane hueman being 1o-
wards another, it could not fal to extort o undversad
tribute of sdmiration and respect. and that the com-
mon consent of mankind would pronounce that man
10 have reached the very last stage of morad Tsensi-
bility, who conld remein unaffected by such tremt-
went un the part of one whom he hal dnjured. or
whiose ]mﬁtﬂit}' that tecatiaent would failb to di=ar.
A ety ds pot such, o peint of fact, the reception
thar the sompassion of Crod has met with on e part
of not o few of his offending crestores ? 0 Are there
aot multitndes who sre conseivus that they have
never been deeply or permanenthy afteesed by b the
tenderness of that commiseration which Cod has min-
cled with the very severese of 1is denundiations awains
the workers of iniguine—that if, at any time, thew
conselence s alarimed on 1‘.IZIJI1.I..‘]II!_'II!H‘|I:II~53_‘ the 1‘f-‘i._l‘|:]1'f:|11:-'.
requircticents, aod invieldble sanetions of Jus fuw. sz
aecessarily demanding o tull and perlect satistieion,
they reeedve, at such o wenment, with suzpicdon and
distrust, the solemn declarations of his word, that he
las nw pleasure i the death ol the sinner—and that
vven when they saeeewd i suppressing that anxiety,
sl eake refuge in those views of the divine nierey,

wilch Feprescil L #s Ll:ml;i.u;__( aly el) with too -
dulgent an eye, evar to carey inte effect apainst e
the award of a righteous retribution, nstead of teels
g their Lemn captivated by such an idea of the
divine goodness, they acknowledge it (if indeed
they aeknowledge it at all) with a heartlessuess and
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at tdiferenee which llmf:i,r wavkl e ashaoed to oSer
in return for the slishtest expressions of kinddness
el egod=will on the pare af & fellow ereatuve ? And
what is the necessary inference that we are eompelled
to draw from sueh a fact”  Es it not Jith li‘.“tﬂ:ﬂ:l'.'
saving, that they attach no crelic ar all 1o any par:
of the divine westimony—that they arve obstmarely
and  systematically fabouring to exehule any thing
like @& suber and serious convietdon of its reality and
truth—that the aolemn  declaraions of Saipnee.
reeanding the inevitable ruin which awaits an -
1!E’;1Eie1‘.=t el ﬂg:ii'llﬁl l}’n-;' hnll..' aral I"l-'e__-"']'l!v:ur.lﬁ EOVOTH-
wont. of Gad, have never produced avy move per-
myzent or galutary bopresswns on thedr mmdds. than
il they were se many e threats that arve never
serionsly intended to he carvied tnto excention—amd
that all the expressions of pity and compassion wineh
the Abnighty has condeseended o employ, in wrging
upan them thewr inlatnation and muilt, have affeeted
their hesres just as little, as if theve were no sincerin.
ad no meaning in such expressions? They wust
e conscious in fact, though they might wor be very
1.1."|]Ein'q tin L'll'_!i{[lUW!l’;!dHl:! 'Lt:, t}'l.at f.i'ua}' wuu]ti ha hetter
pleased to be let altogether alone, and permitted to
l_":'ljl_'l}" H ] ‘lfﬂt{' U+I I.I:]di!iti'lrl:]ﬂl']. ]'!II!‘H{'FEI‘I_EIH.'\L' FEHHTIHHE
sparitual things, than to be assaled by any entreaty,
lwwever eamest, or wny remonstrance, however ten-
ller—and that they feel vowards the effusinns of
dh"nu-: Pit}r'uud :'ummi's.&mt'iun, whic]n tl'us Ht'ri].‘hlmﬂ
pour out over the impenitence and unheliet of an
nngodly world, VEEY mueh a8 an alienated and dizohe-
dient child wonll teel towsrds the tears and entreaties
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of an akivetionate but sictuons father, who should
seek to detach him from iz profligate associstes.
aund win him over from the paths of foidy and of
";\-]'h_l,lﬂl;“-

There is no difficulty then in aceounting for the
mdifference with which aae class of men peruse the
language of compassion and pity, in which God has
vouchsafed o address sivners in the 1iible.  That
serious eonvietion of the 1::1111.1;' of any such Lmu;mﬂ—
sion on the part of God, s that lainguage would
st b j1.fI,I_IJ:r—ﬂl_'|L1 thr;-.:,' ot ar qul‘:ntmu Jl, fue-
canse they are unwilling to helieve that the gospel
methad o extending meny to siners, is the only
une that is consistent with the unalterslie pnuupie&
of the 1|:J1.:||e N g, But tuerc 15 1eason to
helieve, even with respect to such as have felt the
winning inlluence of the love of Chaist, and who
akm tu:—;tii-}', fri what Thg':,' L E:{llfriﬂllc:{!fl, that
wothing bur this influenee could ever have dislodged
the spirit of aversion to God sud holiness, which they
onece chershed, and whicl, 12 the days of their un-
beliet, wathercd strength teom the very representations
of the divine character. wlich were intemded 10 over-
throw i, there is reason, we say, to believe, even
with ]'E"f_{i!l’ll Lo swel persoiis, that T,JH_!:,.' do not al-
ways surrender themselves so unreservedly as they
are both warranted and required to do, to those feel-
ings of love. and gratitude, and confidence, which
the affeetionate tenderness of Seripture langusge, o
addressed to thew, is we conesive both fitted and
intendoed to awaken. 'TJ_'- the :'n:u]\:h-:‘-n't':lh:.ulﬁ of that



language, they cannot indeed be insensible, nor czn
they fail to draw consolation and encouragement from
it, as often as they peruse it in the swplicity of
faith, and with the fimy persuasion that it promises
nothing that will not be fulfilled far beyond whae it
is possible for them to conceive. But there are
many, we are persuaded, who will be veady to ac-
anh.-drs'e, theat 1:3193 bave  symetimes  attached to
such expressions of Scripture as we now allode to, 2
ViTUEness ol TEATT W hich has murred not & lttle
the comfort that they might otherwise have devived
from them—that ﬂl{!_',,r have felt as il it were an en-
croachment on the majesty snd digmity of the divine
q-lml:.'u_:ter_.. tar uaiderstand that ]EI.II{'-H{“'I.]EI.:-_:'I?.‘ in aby s
approaching to a literal interpretstion—and that
though they are persuaded it is the only langunge
that conld convey to the understanding a distinet
idea of the compassion and merey of God toward
sinners, yet they have often regarded it as referring
rather to the coffects of the divine procedure, t]'mn
to any thing corresponding to it as actnally existing
in the divine mind.  Now i = certaindy orae, that
it never was the desizn of revelation to lower the
character of (God in the conceptions of his intelli-
gﬂ'ﬂ: (']"E'Htll'rﬂb'\j -'il!l]. Ilt \'r'ﬂ“‘lf! .I_ME: A Tnosk iml‘i{“]!ﬁ ]"_:I'—
version of the language of Scnpture, to understand
it in sueh a sensy, us fo dnvest the divie natare
with any of the weaknesses of ereated and imperfect
beings, or to aseribe to him those emotions and
teelings that are inconsistent with unchangeable ex-
cellence and felicity, and which necessavily imply
something painful and imperfect on the part of those
ad



