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PREFACE.

Tri Ouide embraces within ita scope the whole of the
County of Bomerset, with the city of Brstol, which,
although tarritorially independent of either of the
counties on whose borders it lies, must find a place in
any complete Tourist's Handbook for sither Somerset
or Glouceater, The arrangement of the routes has
entailed soms little difficulty ; but it has been thought
that the convenience of the visitor will best be served
by making them, g0 far se possible, topographically
consecutive. DBeginning, therefors, with Bath, the
difforent soctions have been 8o planned as to form a
complete cireunit of the county ; and fo fif in at Bath
and Templecombe respectively with the Great Western
and South Western routes from London,

As in his other *Guides,' it hes been the aim of the
writer to seek in the first place practical wiility ; and
although the multiplicity of points snd objects of
intorest which * pleasant Somerset"” possesses, bave
compelled conciseness, it is hoped that no feature of
importance has been overlooked ; and that the * Tour-
ist'a Guids to Bomerset’ may bo found worthy of the
same kind praise ss the  Tourist's Guides to Devon.'
In a work of such & character imperfections are
inevitable ; end any hints for their correction will
always be gratefully received.
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INTRODUOTION AND GENEERAL

TOPHRATHY.

BomerSET bas an ares of 1,049,815 acres, (P-n_p. 460010
widely diversified, its phyaical features comprising b
hille and pictoresgoe valleys, grand cliffs, ravines, and flat
m:rnrlal:u'la"—uniug tha Istiar term in itw stricter me:ua:ljng
of wide alluvial tracts. Indesd, M B Bays it
* ineludes & diversity of surface which iz hercly surpassed
by any ::éhar poriion of 3, Britain, and from the cirenm-
stunces of ita position and especta and ite ph; ERugTa-
phy pmnmim&mnpletenm and umity o‘f mt&r gnch
aa belongs to hardly any other part of tha British Islands.™
Thesn latter conditions are however ochsorved far more
alosely in the adjoining counties of Levon and Cornwall.
The Aills of t are less remarkable for their
height than for the manner in which they rengs acrpss the
county towards the * Bevern Bea,” and divide much of ita
area into & series of wide valley districts—a configuration
which bss had an im nt inflnence upon its history, sa
well as on the conditions of ita e. The higheat
region of Bomerset is Ermoor, which belongs geographi-
cally to Devon, and which reaches, at Mﬁym
te 1668 feet. To the E. of Exmoor lie the Quanfocks
and then, traversing the body of the county in rodel
perallel lines running 8.E. and N.W., we have the B
downs, the Polden Hills, and the Mendips. The extreme
8.E. angle (like the extreme B.W., but on a very much
B
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emaller scala) is oceupied by an elevated, broken tm::}
most of which once formed part of the ancient forest

Belwood. The highest point of the Quantocks, Wills Neck
Hill, i 1270 feet 1n h ; that of the Blackdowns aboot
750. The Poldens do not rise abowve 360 ; but the Mendipa
are much mmaimlartmt, attaining &t Blackdown 1067 feet.
Glastonbury Tor, batween the Mendips and the Poldens,
derives much of ita importsnce from its position in an
alluvisl district, for it rises only 500 feet, More inent,
but etill chiefly from its positicn, is Dundry Hill, between
the Mendips and Brigtol, which reaches 768, Other import-
ant heights, for tha cnu.ma' are Lansiown monr Beth, 813
feat ; sbury Castle, fﬂ; Long Encll near Maiden
Bradle ; 948 ; Bymonds Hall Down, 802 ; Uley Bury, 8238;
Lung&m, T85; Btincheombe Hill, 725 : Brent Knoll, 617,

The mere enumeration of particular mﬂ friln, imw-
aver, to give sn adequate idea of the ea contour of
the county, which containe, apart from Exmoor, several
ﬂﬂe?tad tracts of %mrﬁiiﬂ md t st t;;m&“fnm dtl:g

ild waste a ing to igni v

pproacing igmity Lk

The rvery of BEomerget ars ngmergos, bot not a5 a rule
importont, and with the exception of & very small portion
of the ares in tha 3.E. corner, and & part of Exmoor, the
whole of the drsinesge finds its way into the Bristo]l Channel
or Bevern Sea, through the medium chiefly of the only
two rivers of note or commercial value the county owna,
the Avon und the Parrett.

Of these the 4vom is the more important, and forms for
mary miles the boundary of the county, At Brstel it
has besn eonverted to of that ancient and
diatinguished port, whilst more inland it forms the basis of
# canol system. ‘The Avon rises pear Badminton, and
flows through Wiltshire into SBomwcrset, near Bath, where
for a short distance hoth banks are within the hﬂ.ﬁrcﬂuﬂtj‘.
The chief tributarics on the Somersctshire side sre the
Frome, which falls into it near Freshford, the Midford
brook, which joins it near Monkton Cowbe, andthe Chew.
The Avon has a courss of 62 miles,

Next in importance is the Parretf, which rises near Bouth
Perrott in Dorset, and iz the trunk of the drainage of the
county B, of the Meondips. It bas a course of 36 mil
and receives seversl tributaries—chief the Yoo or Ivel an
the Cary on the right bank, and the Isle and Tone on the
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laft. Of these the Tone hae a course of 33 milea. The
Parreit falls into the Channel ngar Burnham, in Bridgewater
Bay, after passing through Bridgewater. The tide in the
Parrett rises to a great hei ind itsa channel for &
oonsiderable distance is emb for the protection of the
lowlanda.

The only other rivers in this direction which esll for
notice are the Axe and Bruas, the former of which rises
in the cavern et Wookey IMole, and after s courss of 21
miles flows inte the Chanmel st [phill: while the lattar
riges near South Brewham, and dise at Purnham,
close to the mouth of the Parrett. The Yeo is the leading
ptream N, of the Mendipa.

The drai of Eximoor s carried chiefly by the Epe
inio the ish Chanmel at Exmouth; a considernble
portion, however, discharging through the E, Iyn at
ﬁnmﬁutb into the Sevarn just beyond the boundary

the ununtﬂr.

domerget has ancilier 4=« in ite B.E. corper, a lovely
stream which rises in Dorset and fRlows for eome digtance
along the edge of Bomerset, dividing the counties, but
baving the most besutiful part of its eonrse within the
l}uvonbnnnﬂ;? Theare is fishing hers, and in the

waters of many other reetahire atreams.
ch in somewhat formzal detail are the chief Fg_ley‘hal
characteristice which decide the sconic attractions of what
has besn well called tha “plessant  county of Bomerset.
Ko torm so acourately expresses ite leading festures. It
has littla that is grand, but mueh that is beautiful, though
grandeur is not wanting on the stern flanks of Exmoor, or
among the cliffs of and Clifton. It has wide
tracts of Dutch-liks marsh | with long lines of slug-

gish drain-cots and atunted pollard willows, wnd
altermations of furbary and rush-bed, hardly reliaved by
rich meadows where the catile graze knee.deep in grams,
and which in spits of their stordy dikes have frequently
been converted into wide-spreading winter lakes. It has
wide vales, so productive that their fartility bas passed into
& proverh, like that of Taunton Deane; barren, rolling
hills on FExmoor ; wides table-landa, created with the richest
foliage, broken by valleys in which comfortable farm-
houses nestle snugly smid orchards which in spring burst
into veritable sens of blossom. For scenes of pastoral
loveliness Bomerset may challenge any county in England ;
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