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EQUAL RIGHTS, WHETHER POLITICAL OR CIVIL,
BY ACT OF CONGRESS.

Lerren o we Boeper Srare Coxvestion ar Bavviwore, See-
TEMpkre 8 1SGT.

———r

Serremarn 12, 1867, Teonessee, Delwware, Moryland, Missour,
Kentueky, and the BHstrict of Columbaa were fully represental in
what wis ecalled * the Bopder State Convention,” whicl assembled
in the Froot Steeet Thestre, Baltioere,  The oljeet, o the lueguage
of the aall, was o wdvanee the conse of monhosd sallrge, and o
demnnd of Congress the passage of the Sumner. Wilson BillL"  The
following letber from Mro Summer was read to the Convention.

Boaros, September 8, 1867,
EAR SIR, —T shall not Le able to e with yon
at your Convention in Paltimore, acconling to
the invitation wille which you have honored me 1
ask you to accept my best wishes,

Congress will Teave undone what 16 onght to e,
if it fails to provide prompily for the estallishment
of Foual Dights, whother politieal or civil, everywhers
theoughout the Union, This is a solemn duty, not to
e slirked o postponed,

The den is intelerable, that any State, woder any
pretension of Bate Rights, can set up o politice] oli-
geerehy within 1ts Dorders, and then call itsell a repub-
lican govermment. | insist with all my soul that such

Vidk, XV, =—1



2 EQUAL RIGHTS BY ACT OF CONGEESS.

a government must be rejected, as inconsistent with
the requirements of the Declaration of 1ndependence,
Fuithiully yours,
CILARLES BUMNER.
A letter from Hon, Henry Wikson steted @ *° At the lust session I
affureid an amendment, en the 17th of July, allewing all, without is.

tinctien of color, to vote and hold effice, making no distinetion in
rights or privileges.”



ARE WE A NATION ?

Appresg BEFORE THE WEwW Your Yousa Miw's Rerosuoan Uxios,
ar vie Cooren Ivsmorors, Tosspay Bvesee, Novensn 19, 1867,

Aned T will make thest one notion in the land wpen the meuntains of
Isgmely - oo ooand they shall be ne more two netions, | L . Neither shall
they Jdefife themeselves any more with theie dlods, nor with their detost.
abile things, nor with any of their transgressions. — BLERIEL, xxxvil 22,33,

Tn these dagys Bheir wwion 1= o entire and perfect that they are not
only joined together tn bonds of fraeulship sl allizoce, bt even mnke
use of the same lows, the smie weights, coins, and measures, the satng
pgzigtrates, connseliors, and jimlies: s thiat tle mbiabitons of thiz wlole
tract of Greees seem tnoafl respects to form but one single elty, exerpt
only that they nre not enelosed within the civcoit of the some walls
in every other paint, both throwgh the whole republic aml o every
sppamle stare, we fimd the mest exnel mesemblaeee aml conforniiy, —
Porveivs, Goserel Higory, tr. Hompton, {Lenden, 1706,) Vel L pp.
147, 148,




We represent Lhe pepple, —we are a Nation. To vote by Stites will
keep up eolouial distimetions. ., . . The more a man aims ab serving Awer
jeg, (e more he serves s coloay. T oam mot pleading the sasse of
Pennsylvanla ; 1 oonsider wysell a citizen of Aleris, — BEsiasn Rusa,
.'\-:'Pf.-.-ﬁ T bk Contivendnd G.lﬂ..-fﬂ"'ﬁ'ﬂ' ..fl:n"yr 17746 ¢+ Banemil, Ilix;nry ol thi
Unitesd states, Vaol, TX po 54,

Tt bs my fizst wish b0 see the Dnited States sasmme anl merit e el
awker of e gpeead N, wliose territary 1= dbvblal inte different States
wierely for mons conveniint sovermment eod the more ey anl proogt. wl.
ministiation of justice, — just-as our soveral States are dividid inte coin
ties anl tommahips for bhe [ke purposes, Until this Te done, the clsm
which lolls ns together will he oo feetids to bear much oppositien or
wxertion, aml we alall be daily mertified by seslig the lnks of it giviog
wur and callitg for repair, obe after another. = Jotn Jax, Lotter foSala
FLowoetl, Moy 10, 1745 ¢ Life, Ty William Jay, Val. 1, p. 190,

He ol this oceasion to repeut, that, pobwithstamling Tis solicitwle
Lo establish a National Government, he never would sgree to abelsh he
Mtate Governmeuls o remler e absolutely insigmitieant,  Thay wers
as wevesary as tle Geoeral Government, and he woull be aqually earefnl
to preserve them. — Gpokor MasoN, Spevch de the Copetitut el Ciopreii-
fiuiny Sone B, 1787 0 Debates; Madisou Papers, Vol 11 pp. %14, 915



