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DUN-RANDAL ON THE SEA

CHAPTER 1
DUN-RANDAL ON THE SEA

I sTARTED—drew rein—and stared in silence.
Never had 1 seen peel, tower, or castle weather-
stained to such a dismal hue. Blacker than
blackest coal, it seemed cut out as with a
giant's scissors from that gleaming panorama
of sea, land, and sky. A sandy plain engirdled
the base, a grey bewildered sea the waist ; the
battlements showed clear and stark against
wild clouds lurid with sunset,

Truly, I was no antiquarian. Picturesque
anfiquity had no worshippers then. We did
not think of castles as romantic, only as uncom-
fortable dwelling-places occupied by the poorer
sort of gentry ; for no one lived in a castle who

could afHord to build a house. In the mixed
A



2 DUN-RANDAL ON THE SEA

emotions with which 1 gazed at Dun-Randal,
the thought of poverty, perhaps of extreme
poverty, played its part.

So 1 stared at the black keep starting solid
black and minatory irom the grey shore. Here
the Atlantic had thrust inland a great tongue
of barren sand. At the base or root of this
tongue tose the dismal keep which was the
goal nf my long journey, the seat of my nearest
surviving kinsman, Sir Theodore Barreft, the
acknowledged bead of a family once powerful
and famous, but upon which disaster in many
forms had long sorely beaten.

| perceived that the gnim keep was the last
link of a chain of castles which at some remote
time, with their connecting curtains, ran across
the base of this delta of sand. Between it and
the juncture of grey sand with tawny grass west-
wird lay several sandy mounds, out of which
here and there ruinous black masonry struggled
to view. Upon that tawny shore, a stone's
throw from the sand, but in a straight line with
those heaps, rose a low, square house, thatched.
It resembled the basement and one storey of
some great and strong castle transformed fo
modern uses. Indeed, | had no doubt that



