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PREFACE.

Tux compiler deems it proper to state briefly the
motives which indoced him to prepare the following
Memoir. Bhortly after the desth of the late lamented
M. Bhuck, the members of the China mission held a
mesting, and, with other resolutions suitable to the oe-
cagion, nnenimously edopted the following: —

# Resolved — That the character and the circom-
stances attending the life of our departed sieter are in-
teresting and ipstructive, not only to os, but, if made
publie; are galoulated to aid the cavse of missions gener-
ally, and gspecially thet in which she labored and died,
and, therafore, that the Board be requested to sppoint
her former Pastor, the Rev, J, B. Jeter, or some other
competent person, to prepare & Memoir of her life.

J. Lewis Bavck, See”

In doe time, the compiler received a letter from the
Corresponding Secretary of the Board, in Beston, in-
forming him that they heartily coneurred in the resolu-
tion, and desiring him to * prepare & suitable memorial
of Mra. Bhuck's worth and works™ The appointment
accorded with the views and wishes of her family and
friends. The compiler felt himself solemnly ealled, in
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the providence of God, to decide whether he would
emation, and, as he trusts, earnest prayer for divine
guidance, he resolved to engage in the proparstion of
the Memoir, Varions comsiderations condusted him to
this decision.

Mre. Shuck was the fird female Amencan missiona-
ty who went to China. She was a lady of good mind,
pleasant manners, and most fervent piety, and sel

* sacrificing devotion to the cause of missions. Her cor-
responidence, on examination, was found to be copious
and intrinsically excellent If the compiler hos mot
been deceived by his associations with the estecmed
subject of the Memoir, many of her letiers, and much
of her journals, ere distinguished by & beautifol sim-
plicity and o most togching pathos, and all of them by
s kind, generous, and pioue spirit Her lifa, though
it did not sbound in striking incidents and brilliant
achievements, was filled up with diligent, self-denying,
and earnest efforts for the salvation of the heathen.

China is a singular, and, to the enlightened Chris-
tan, who prays and labors for the ealvation of the
world, & most interesting country. The recent opening
of its most important ports, by solamn tresiy, to Chris-
tian missiondries, and the unexpscied tolemtion of
Christianity in the empire, have torned all Christian
eyes and henrts towards it It ia the largest and most
important mission field on the globe. Much informa-
tion concerning China, its history, government, lan-

religions, the manners, costoms, atd moral
condition of the people, &c., will be found incorpo-
rated in the Memoir. To those who have not access to
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other sonrces of knowledge, it will comvey muoch -
formation concerning the «Celestin) Empire,” and
that, loo, not always in dry detail, but frequently in
pleasing narrative.

OF the execution of the work the author peed say
nothing ; of that the public will judge, and neither ex-
plamation nor apology can modify the decision. He
may, however, be permitted to say, that his only re-
ward for the lubor of preparing the Memoir is the hope
that it may promote the intorests of trus religion and
the canse of missions, The profits accruing from the
sale of the copy-right will ba appropriated, one half to
the edocation of Mrs. Shock’s children, and the other
balf to the cause of Foreign Missions, to be divided
equally between the Northern and Southern Bajtist
Beards. Tothe compiler, this seemed the fairest dis-
tribution of the profita. To the private correspondence
of Mre. Shuck, cheerfully placed by the family in the
hands of the writer, without the slightest expectation
of pecuniary advantage to her children, the work will
be mainly indebted for ite interest. Nothing could be
more soitable than that the children sbould reap the
profits of their dear mother's intellectual efforts. But
M. Shuck was a missionery a8 well ns & mother,
Whila living, her enxjeties, prayers, and labors, wers
divided between her loved offspring end the perishing
heathen. Let the pecuniary profits of her Memaoir be,
in like manmer, divided. As M Shuck labored under
the patronage of the Boston Board, and as the Memoor
has heen compiled nt their request, they have a fair
claim to a portion of its profita; and as Mre. Shock
was 8 southern lady, apd her husband has connected
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himself with this Board, it seems proper that they also
should participate in the benafit. ‘The compiler is awara
that this explanation is not due to the public; that he
has & perfect right to do what he will with his gwn;
but, to prevent misconception, hd has judged it better to
make it, aod hopes he shall be pardoned for giving the
subject a prominence to which ila importance does not
entitle it

He now commils the work to the consideration of the
public, and to the blessing of God. Should it be the
meana of quickening the piety and increasing the lib-
erality of Christians, and awakening a deeper, and
stronger, and more effective interest in the cause of
., Foreign Missions, and especially for the avangelization
of China, ba will be richly compensated.

J. B. JETER.
Richmond. Sept., 1846.



