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DEDICATION.
—

To the Membera of the Beybert Comrndaslon, whose profoond
rescarches fofo the mysteries of Modern Spiritoalism; whose
gelentide Investipatlon with hand-mirrors, printer’s Ink and fy-
paper; whose ‘ithorough and impartiol investigation of all sysiems
of morals, religion or philosophy which assume to represent the
truth, ond particulerly of Modern Spirituelism™ (s0 apparent ln
their Report a8 to cover them with undying fame, and transmit
their names ina halo of plory to the remotest agea of the fktare) ;
whose Eeen wit and satire (g0 appropriately applied, aod which
for britlisncy will forever rival that of Scott’s noted character
in Ivanhoe, ** Wambs, the son of Witless, the ron of Weather-
braing, who was the son of an alderman™) ; whose patlent Iabor
given in the performance of their arduous doties, without hope
“of reward, save that which by nature's inevitable laws always
follows the acts of the good snd the grest, have so effectuslly
gattled all questlons referred to them, and 5o clesarly exposed the
frand and folly of the religious belief of twenty millions of their
fellow-men — and whose receipt for making an important product
from the gooseberey has bees glven to the world : — as o mark of
unbounded estesm and admirstion, thie Review is most respect-

Eully dedicated by the
AUTHOR.



INTRODUCTION.

* Han. Ican call spirita from the vaaty deep.
Hoé. Why, so can 1, or o can any man;
But will they come when you do call tham 7'
FHAKRAPEARN

A coprosrry Hke that manifested im Hotapures guestion to
Glendower, induced me to visit Cassadaga Lake in Aungnst last
(1887). Wil they coma when you do coll themn P [ had bheand a
great number of honest and Intelligent men and women say that
they would, but I did not belleve . In faet, I was not sure
that theve wasg & ' vasty deep,” or sny spirits to come when
called; and ao I vislted the lake 1o & frame of mind very oo-
favorable to conversion. My experience in the ocomlt world of
magle, iy knowledge of the maneer in which certain deceptions
were produoced, my soccess n exposing the Jugglery feats of
ttinerating mountebanks who called themselves  spiritnsl medt-
nms,"” Fave me great conddesce In my own detective akEfil; and
when to all this was superadded the vasi amonmt of useful
knowledge I had derived from a careful pemsal of the report of
the profound lovestlrations of the ¢ Beybert Commission,” T
felt confldent that I could mot be decefved by pretended ghost
or medium; and as [ entered the camp-ground, and saw the
great number of visitora thers asgembled, I amiled & complacent
kind of & ** Beybert Commission™ smile at the weakneas and
credulity of my fellow-men.

* What fools these mortals bel ™

remarked the sage Pock, as he contemplated the vagaries of
mankind ; this thonght of the fuiry philesopher passed throngh
my mind a2 I entered the arched gateway of the beautifal

grounde of Cassadags Lake.
* And fools, whe eame to scoff, ramained to pray,”™
was my reflection as T made my exit therefrom.
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CABSADAGA LAKE

is & besmtiful little lake — or, rather, & chafn of three lakes,
conngeted by narrow watercoursca — aituated fn Chauvtaogog
County, N.Y. The name is derlved from the Senecn Indlan
dialact, in which it was called Gus-did’-go Te-car-nwe-o-; mean-
ing, Gue-d8'-po, under the rocks; Te-car-ne-p-dl, lake.

The assembly ground ir slinated in & beautiful grove or wood-
land, and contalns forty acres. It is artistieally laid out In
giresta, & number of which are thickly bordered with tastefnl
cottages. It has & capacions anditorium which will comfortably
gcat elght hondred persoms; and during the summer mounths,
when the assoclatlon 18 in seasion, the proned by filled writh a
conconrse of well-dreseed, intellizent people, who go thero fop
Pleasidre, 83 well as to hear lectures on spiritnal philosophy, and
witnesa the strange slghte of the many sdances held daily,
gither io public or in the private rooms of professed medinms.
A very pretty Hitle steamer makes tripa around the lzkes avery
few hours, mostly sccommodating pleasure-seckers who profer
water to ‘* communicetion with the zpirits.” A fine hotel has
juat been completed ¢n the groend, while several others are
located on the shore of the lake near by,

On my visit, I was surprised at the clasa of vwisltors I met
there, — jndgey of our coorty, doctors, lawyers, and learmed
professors, a3 well aa buslness men In every condition o 1ife.
A fine brass band enlivened the scene with musle, while Insocent
wirth amil amusements were jndicionsly mingled with lectures
and other intellectus]l enjoyments; amd yet all was as quiet and
orderly a3 if a perpetusl Babhath reigned within the solemn
woods. A larpe mumber of intelligent ladies were there, and
the voleez of happy littie childrem were heard among the tress,
making the ancient foreat echo with the music of thelr gladness,
It s & charming place, —one well calenlated to entice visitations
Irom the gpirit world, if such a world exista.

What I saw and heard thers induced me to write this Uttle
book, which I present to the reader, not &8 the work of inspi-
ration, neither as a diaplay of ernditton, but as & slmple narre-
tion of facts, and argoments and conclusions drawn therefrom.

1 8ae League of the Heda-no-smu-nee, or Troguois, by Lewis IL
Morgan, & member of the New York Historioal Bociety; Appendix, p.1.
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Many of my readers perhaps may not thoronghly understand
what is meant by the * SBeybort Commissfon.” It was formed
in accordance with a bequest made by Henry Seybert to the
University of Pennsylvania, for certain purposes therein atated.
VWhen [ addressed my letter to that Commission, I did not know
what the terms and conditions of this bequest were, but sinos
then I have obtaihed a ecopy of the grant to the University by
Mr. Seyhert, and I now give 1t to the publie.

To the Board of Trusteos of the University of Pennayloania

GeyrreMey: Being mindfal of the nucertainty of e at wy advanced
age, and feoling deeply the importanes of making permanent provision
for certain intorasts that seem to me of the highest moment, I herehy
offar to yoor honorable Board fifey Jat Mortgage Bonds, Ralefgh and
Gaston B. R, (21000 each), belog equal to the som of sixty thousand
dollars, to be devoted to the maintenanpe of & chalr In the Undversivy
of Pennayivanis that shall be known as the * Adam Seybett Chsir of
Moral and Intelloctual Fhilosophy,” npon the condition that the incom-
bent of said chair, either individoally, or in conjonetien with g pm-
iieaton of the Untversity facully, shell moke & thoroagh sed impartial
investigation of all systems of morale, religion or philocsophy which
pesnme to represent the trath, and partlonlarly of Modern Spirttnalizm,

1 turther empower your Boand o iovest the suid sam of moncy in
wsach secorities, strictly legal or otherwise, as may be desmed best,
peovided that at all times the Intarest alone shall be expended for the
parpose of meintainkag (e aakd Adam Seybert Chalr,

I further ampowar yoor Board, in caoss there may be aoy income
ariging from eald sum of money over and above the amount reguired
for the salary of the imcumbent of said Chair, to disposo of guch cxceesa
of income In such way as may be deemed best to promota the viaws I
have exprosscl. I have the hosor to rewaln,

. Your ehodient sorvant,
{Bigned) Henpy SEYBEEET.

My readers will observe that the conditlon on which this gen-
erous donation was made {3 to secure a ** thorough and Impordizl
Investigation, ete., — partieularly of Modern Spiritoalism.”™  All
the donor asked in retuwrn for his 860,000 was that the investiga-
tion ghould be “ ghorough and fmpartiagl.” Has this been done?
If not, does not common honesty require it at the hands of the
Trustees of the University of Pennaylvania? [ have no doubt
of the probity of thefr intestions, in deing whoat has alresdy
been accompliehed; but 1a their work completed? Have they
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complied with the requlrements of the bequest? If they hava
not, thelr task s not vet ended; and the money does not belong
ta them, either in faw or equity, until the intentlon of the donox
s fully complled with.

Unkind eneers and sarcasm at the cherlabed beliof of Henry
Beybert is n poor retorn. for the princely gift; and that feature
alone, 3¢ prominent 1o the Report of the Commissioners, should
bave impelled the Trustees to rejeck it, a8 uaworthy of them and
the Institotion they represent.

Dot the report has beon made, aod publlshed to the world;
and to review its honesty, lte truthfulnesa, ita s thoroughness
and ity fmportielity,” this little book is written. I am well
awars that It will be the subject of many toklod criticlams; yet
while malice may be thup gratified, the claims of justice will still
remaln nnanswered.

Bo much has been sald and written on go-called + modern apir-
ftualigm * that T do not expect to be able to present smy new
Tacty or theories, of cven ideas on the phonomens clabmed by
its advocates or bellevers, The sabject has geperally becn ex-
pounided from fwo standpoints, —efther that of actoal or pre-
tended Inspiration by medinms= or trapes speakers of writors;
or that of scicntlsts who have investizated it thoronghly and
learnedly. I donot refer to the Seyberi Commissioners, a8 their
report, to my miml, ig neither the one nor the other. Borely in-
spiration did not divect thelr Investlgations; and science would
hesltate long ere i claimed them as s own.

When alleged fospiration has spolten or written, both style
and matler hove been somewhat etilied, and vastly too etherceal
for the ordinary comprehension of mankind ; when srience hag
atternpted to lend its ald in solving the mysterions problems, the
explanation has been too learned or sbstruse to be well under-
stood hy the average hearer or reader. The * geven sphieres ™
of Tre. Hare, and the ** fourth dimenaion of gpace ™ of Frofessor
Zolper, are alike almost incomprebensible to the ordinary
enguirer.

In my review I propoge to purstie, 48 far as possible, o middla
course. I am sccustomed to jury triels and investigations in onr
courts, where all controverted issnes are solved and decided by
human testimony and its circemstantial avxiliaries ; where the evis
dence of credible witnesses is believed, and relied npon g2 proof
of the facta they relate. 1 proposs, then, to make the public my



