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CHAPTER I.
JFIRSD VEARS.

':'\ / ANY vears ago, before railroads were thought
- of, o cempany of Connecticut farmers, who
had heard marvellous stories of (he tichness of the
land in the West, sold their farms, packed up ther
roods, bade adiew to their friends, and with their
families starced for Ohio.

After weeks of travel over dosty roads, they came
to a2 beautiful valley, watered by a winding river.
The hills around were fair amdl sunny.  There were
groves of ouks, and maples, and lindens. The air
was fragrant with honeysuckle and jasmine, There
was plenty of pure.  The swift-footed deer browsed
the tender grass upon the hills  Squirrels chat-
tered in the trees and the ringdoves coced in the

depths of the forest. ‘The place was so fertnile and
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fair, 50 pleasant and peacefil. that the emizrants.
made it their bome, and called it New Hope.

They Luile @ ol L] the river.  They lad eut
a wiie, level street, and a public square, erected a
school-house, ang then a ¢hurch.  One of their num
bor opened a4 store, Chlier settlers came, and, as the
vears passed by, thevillage rang with the showss of
children pouring fram the schoul-house for a felic
upon the square,  {Glotions omes they had bencath
the oaks and maples.

One of the jolliesl of the bn::_-.-s wis Paul Parker,
only son of Widow Parker, whe Lived in a hrtle old
Bouze, shaded by a great maple, on the outskires of
the villeize, Her hushand died when FPauol was m
kis eradie. Pauls grandfather was still hving,  “The
people called lim < CHd Tecsioner Parker,” for he
Foaght at Bunker Hill, and received a pension from
gvovernment  He was hale and hearty, though morne
than cighty vears of age,

The pension was the main support of the family.
They kept a cow, a pig, turkeys, and chickens, and,
Ly selling milk and eggs, which Paul carried to their
customers, they brought the years round without run-

1'.ing in debt Paul's I.mntalcn;}ns had a patch on each



