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“JAMER HILLHODUEE,
THE STATESMAN, THE PATEIOY, TEE OERISTIAN,
ROBY OGT, 21, 1754,
DIED EEC. 03, T

HE LIFES IN THE AFFECTIONE OF HIB ODTFTRIMEN,
AKD HIS DEEDS ARRE HIE MOWTMENT,”






JANES HILLEOQUSE.

Janzs Hiuweowss, the indefatigable *nursing father,” and
administratot of the Sehool Fund of Copnecticut, for fifty years
troasurer of Yals College, and throughows e long and eventful
life n beautiful exemple of the pnblie spirited citizen in a repub.
lic, was born cn the 20th of Ootober, 1754, in Montvills,

The tisine of HiccEous: is that of o encient and honorabla
family in the North of Ircland. More than two hundred years
ago, the family seats, with estates valued at more than two thou.
sand pounds ‘sterling yearly, were oo the ahores of Lough Foyle,
near Londonderry ; and though the name hasthers become extinot,
the encient estates, particularly Arikelly and Free Hall, are still
held by descendants of the family in the fmale lina.

Early in the last cenlury, the Rev, Jarnes Hillhouss came to
New Englaad. Ilis father, Jehn Hillbouse, of Free Hall, was
the eldest son of Abraham Hillkouss, who resided et Artikelly.*
He * had his education, and commencesd Master of Arts at the
famous university of Glasgow, in Scotland ; and eflerwerd read
Divinity st the esid college under the care of Mz Simson, then
professor of Divinlty there.” e was ordained by the Presbytery
of Londonderry, in Ireland, and appesrs to have resided ator pear
the ancestral home tll, by the death of his father in 1716, the
estate descended to hia elder brother Abraham. His mother died
a fow moaths later, in Jaouary, ¥T17. Not loag afier that duta
he came to seek & home on thig gide of the Atlentie. He is sup-
posed 1o have come with those other Presbyterian emigrents from
the North of Ireland, who, in 1719, established themselves in Now
Hampshire, where the towns of Dercy and Londonderry, and the

& The nams of Hilhouse in cormectsd wlth the memorable defenchof Doy
sgninst the foroes of James [T James Hillhouse, s brother of John, was one of
the commissiongrs to treat with Lovd Mountjoy, aod was Mayer of Loodonderry
m 1958 Abrabam Hillbooss wan among the signers of an address to King Wi-
linm and Queen Mary, on the occusion of the relief of the segs of Londendsmy,
dated 35th July, 196,
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Londapderry Presbytery, as well as many Scoteh.Irish family
names, are the permanemt memarials of that migration. At the
close of the year 1720, wo find him in Boston commilting to the
press a “sermen” which he had composed, vearly four years be-
fore, on the occasion of his mother's death, but which does not
purport to have been preached. This work (for thouzh entitled &
sermon, it ia more properly & treatise jn a volume of more than
one hundred and farty peges,) was introduced to the reader in a
preface from Incrcase and Cotton Mather, who spesk of the author
a3 “a valuable minister,” and again as ¥a worthy, hopeful young
minister” “lately arrived in America,” He found employment
in tha newly instituted seeond parish of New Londen, in Cannee-
tieut, (now the town of Montville) and in 1722 was duly inducted
into the office of pastor in the church there. At that place he
died in 1740, aged 53, .

The wife of the Rev. Jarney Hillbouse was Mary, the dauphter
of Danicl Fitch, and was desgenided from ancestors sminent in the
earlicet history of Connecticut.  Her puternal grandfather wasthe
Rev. James Fitch, who come from England st the age of sixtesn
years, in 1638, and heving received bis education for the ministry
under the izaching of Hooker end Stong, in the church at TMart-
ford, was pastor of the church in Saybrock ab its iostilution in
1646. Fourieen yeara eftorward, he remaved with the body of
his people 1o begin the sctilament of Norwich, where he secved
many years highly honored, nel only by his own church, but in
the colony et larpe. Har father's mother was Prizcilla Magon, &
daughter of Captain John Meason, the military chief of the colo-
nists on the Connecticut, and the boro of the Pequot wer in 1587,
—a man distinguished by almost cvery trust which the young
republic could bestow. That she wos endowed by pature with
superior mental gifis, and was & thoroushly educated woman, not-
withstanding the limited advantages for female education in her
doy, is not & mere tradition, hut is sufficiently attested by letters
of hers which are still preserved among her descendants,

In the first generation of descendants from the pastor of Mont.
ville, the name of Hillhouse was borne only by his two sons,
William, and James Abrahame.  ‘The first wes born in 1728. He
lived and died on the paternal estate at Montville, greatly trusted
end honored by Ins fellow citizens. When he was twenty-two
yenrs of age he married SBarsh Griswold, who wes a sister of the
first Governor Griswold. At the age of twenty.seven he repre-
sented his native town of New London in the legislature of what
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was then His Mzjesty's colony of Connectiout, He was continued
in that trust by semi-annual elections, till, (in 1786) having becoma
honorably known throughout the stale, ha was chosen an Assisl-
ant, or member of the Couneil, then eommonly called © the Upper
Honsa.™  Thus he served in one hundred and six semi-annual
legislatures. Meanwhile he waa also for many years a judge of
the County Court. Nor did his civil di.gnitiea and duties excuss
him from military service. He was major in the second regiment
of cavalry raised by Connecticui for service in the war of the
revolution. At the age of eighty, in the full possession of his
powers, he declined & reslection ta the Council, and withdrew from
public life. Even to thet edvanced age his somi-annual journey
to Hartford and New flaven was performed on horacback and in
a single day, wheeled carriages beirpg loonew a fushion for & man
like him. He was tsll, spare, swarthy, with heavy overhanging
eye.brows, quaint in speeck, atd remarkabla for & primilive sim.
Plicity of manners, combined with an impressive dignily. e
died at Montville in 1518, lesving & numerous posterity. Six of
his saven sons, and two of his three daughters lived to matarity,
and most of them to old age.

His brother, James Abrahan: Hillhouse, was born in 1730, wea
educaled at Yalo College, where he gradoated in 1745, and was
appointed lutor one year afforwards. A eolleaguee and intimate
friend of Ezra Biilea (aflerwards President Stilea) ho dovoted Lim-
sell, with that enthusiastic scholar, to legal studies; and when,
after six-years of serviee, he relinguished his, academic employ-
ment, he established himself at Now Haven in the profession of
law. He was soon distinguished at the bar by his forensic abili.
ities &3 well aa by hia learning. [e was eminent ameng his fel-
low citizens, and was honoved by their eonfidenca, [n 1772 he
was elected one of the twelve  Agsistants™ who with the Governor
and Licutenant.Governor, were the Council or senats ; for, charae.
terized &8 he waa by the combination of undoubted patristism with
moderation aod poliical wisdom, he was one of these men who
are most neoded in & stale st the crisis of a0 impending revolu-
tion. ‘Three yeurs uflerwards, al the noon of lifs, being only
forty.six years of age, he was removed by death, leaving a neme

#* At Governor Trnmbull's retirament flom the pubille pervics, William Hillbouse
‘was chosen to il the vacanay at the conooil-board which Jind beon caused by the
promotien of Lis rother-in-luw, Matthew Griswold, to the office of Govsnor,
and of Samual Hantington to the ofice of Lientennnot Govarnoe.,



