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ADDRESS.

Tre shadow of a great bereavement is wpon ns. A strong
pillur of our community and of our commonwealth is broken,
One who has long been universally respected and admired
for his eminent power, worth, and usefulness; who has borne
the highest offices in the' gift of our State, both within its
own sphere and in its relations to the National Government,
and bome them with excellent ability and integrity ; ome
who has for many years been in the foremost rank of that
high and honorable protession which is employed in ascer-
taining and administering justice; one who, in the sacred
relations of domestic life, wés regarded with tender and
reverent affection by wife, and children, and children’s child-
ren, and a wide circle of kindred—has passed away; and
his lifeless body is now before us, ready for the last earthly
resting place. And he has passed away wunexpectedly, crea-
ting the peneral feeling of sorprise and disappeintment, 88
well as of grief. Tor, though he had reached his threescore
years and ten, we did not realize it; and none would have
thought it, who observed his ereet form, his firm, quick step,
hiz nndimmed eye, his unabated natural foree, and especially
the fullnesa of his power in the setviees of his profession.
Hie death seems like the fall of a star from its gemnith, Con-
sidering his vigor, the longevity of his family, and his re-
markable health (for he has not had a day of real sickness
until this fatal one for more than forty years), we had expeeted
to rely on him during many years yet of nndiminished unseful- -
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pess. And on his professional brethren, who are assembled
kere in sorrow, the blow follows quickly afier one recently re-
ceived by them in the death of another eminent member of
the Bar in this city, near in age and very near in friendship to
him whom we pow mourn.® One of the last public acts of
the friend whom we bury to-day, was to assist in bearing to
burial the body of his friend and ours. TUnited in life, in
death they are scarcely divided. These twin lights of the
law—alas, they shiwe no more among the living |

Before we convey to the grave the body of our friend, whom
the places that have known him will know no more forever, it
is right that we shonld soothe our sorrow, and gather lessons
of wisdom, by a brief review of his life and estimate of his
character,

Rogrr Smpewan Bavpwiy was born in New Haven, Janu-
ary 4th, 1793, the second son of Bimeon and Bebecca (Sher-
man) Baldwin, He waa of they best New England stock on
both the paterfial and the maternal side. His father, who
pagsed. away from among us only twelve years since, in his
ninetieth year, universally respected and beloved for his sound
judgment, fairness, candor, integrity, henavu]ance; and piety,
wae Representative of the Btate in the Congress of the United
States, and for many years was one of the Judges of the
Superior Court and the Supreme Court of Errors; the third
in the line of descent from Jokn Baldwin, who was one of the
Puritan, emigrants, that saccompanied their pastors, Rev.
Mesars, Davenport, Prudden, and Whitfleld, from the Counties
of Bucks, Surrey, and Kent in Englend, and began the settle-
ment of Now Haven, Milford, and Guilford; himself after-
ward nniting with thirty-four other proprietors tc seitle the

+ * How Dennis Kimberly.




town of Norwich. His mother was tha daughter of Roger
Sherman, of New Haven, justly renowned as one of the Com-
mittee which reported the Declaration of Independence, and
one of the signers of that instrument, one of the ablest mem-
bers of the Convention which formed the Constitution of the |
United Btates, a Representative and Senator in Congress, a
profound and sagaciouns statesman, an upright man, and an
exemplary Christian, This ‘mother died when he was two
years old; and her place was vacant til five years after,
when it was admirably filled by her sister, Elizabeth, another
daughter of Hon, Roger Sherman, whose care and love le
was permitted to share, and to whom he was allowed to pay
filisl reverence and affectiom, till thirteen years since, in 1850,
when she deceased at the age of eighty-five, Buch were his
privileges as to parventage and early training. His prepara-
" tion for College in its first stages was with a teacher in New
Canaan, and afterwards in the Hopking Grammar School of
this city, in which he has alwaps taken a deep interest, and of
which he was the oldest surviving trustee. He entered Yale
College in the sutumn of 1807, and graduated at the early
age of eighteen, with honor, spesking at Commencement an
Oration “On the Genius of a Free Government.” Imme-
diately after gradustion he studied law in his father's office
in this city, and in the earliest Law School of the conntry, that
at Litchfield, under the able and brillisnt tuition of Judge
Reeve and Judge Gould, At the termination of his course of
legal study, Judge Gould wrote to his father, Judge Baldwin,
“7T restore your eon, somewhat improved, as I hope and be-
lieve. At any rate, no student from our office ever pasted a
better examination.” He was admitted to the Bar in 1814,
and devoted himself to the practice of the law with unremit-
ting industry, with intense mental application, and with en-
thusiastic love, for fifty years, with the exception of the
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periods when he was engaged in special political service; and

these could hardly be considered an exception, for he was more
or less oceupied with lew all the time, though never to the
neglect of his.official duties.

In 1826, Mr, Baldwin was & member of the New Haven
Common Couneil, and in 1828 one of the Aldermen. In 1837
he was elected a member of the State Senste, and was re-
élected In 1888, when he was choson President pro fempors
of that body. In 1840 he was elected a Representative from
New Haven in the General Assembly, and was chosen again
in the following year. In 1844 he was Governor of Connec-
tieut, and was chozen again to the same cfiice the next year,
1845. By the death of Hon. Jabez W. Huntington, Nov, 1st,
1847, there was & vacancy in the representation of Conneeticut
in the Benate of tha United Btates. It was the duty of the
Governor of the State to fill the vacancy by appointment
until it could be filled by election at the meeting of the Legisla-
ture in the follgwing May. Gévernor Bissell, it was gaid, had
not & moment’s hesitation as to whom he ghould select. He
&t once sent the appointment to Governor Baldwin; and he
took Lis seat in the Senate of the United States, at the begin-
ning of the session in Decomber, 1847, At the session of the
Legislature in the following May, he was elected to fill the un-
expired term of Judge Huntington, which continued till 1851,
Bince that pericd he has devoted himeelf exclusively to his
profession, holding no official position, except that he was one
of the two Electors at large on the ticket for the election of
President Lincoln, and, by appointment of Gov. Buckingham,
was a member of the * Pence Congress,” so called, which was
invited by the Governor and Legislature of Virginia to meet
in Washington, shortly before the inauguration of our present
chief magistrate.
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Having thus traced the outline of Governor Baldwin's life,
let ns now consider his services and characteristics as a lawyer
and a8 a statesman,

‘We have eeen that the chief part of more then fifty years
hes been devoted by him to close applieation to the study and
practice of law. Let us then, firet, consider him as a Lawyer,

Some of Lis moral qualities deserve here the earliest notice,
since they underlay his services and character in the depart-
ment of law, and indeed in the department of State as well.

Governor Baldwin was earnesily devoted to the right. He
had an ardent love and conscientious regard for that of which
law is designed to be the expression and application, jusfice.
This he observed and sought through life with almost passion-
ate zeal, and with pure and striet integrity. No temptation,
no eonsideration of personal profit or reputation, or any other
congideration, could make him swerve from it. Justice was
enthroned in his heart, and in his intellect, He would indeed,
as in fidelity bound, present the strongest view of his client’s
cage, for he regarded himeelf not as a judge bot as an advocate ;
yet never in violation of the truth. Indeed, he was confident
that, on the whole, taking the weight of his own character into
view, truthful pleading was the best pleading for his clients.

Naturally eonnected with this love of the right, waa his pe-
culiar regard for those whose rights are wrested from them, or
infringed, or disregarded. This made him a etrong friend of
that race who have enconntered an extraordinary share of
earth’s wrongs and miseries, especially of those among them
who are deprived of liberty. This trait came to him by heredi-
tary title on both sides of the house, and was strengthened
by filial associations and memories. For he was the grandson
on his mother’s egide of one who, as member of a Committes
for this nation at its birth, reported for adoption, and signed
with his own hand for publication te the world, the declaration



