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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

Wrtmix the last ten years the progresz of =
comparative seience of relimlon has ratsed not
a few fresh questions in the minds of those
specially interested n oan aceurate understamd-
ine of the Old Testament theory of the Universe.
In the course of my present work 1 have noticed
how far the German writers on the Old Testu-
ment have succeeded during  the past year i
proving the assertions made by a ecomparative
science of relision.  As this proof lay aloug the
line of investigation which I had marked out
tor myself, I have aceordingly followed ont its
consequences in this present work.

My general aim, apart from wmere criticisi,
is to bring out the facts of religious history,
and to trace the connection which tlli:}’ o0 s-
sarily have with their presupposed canses,  This,



Vi Freface.

accomplished in an impartial manner, is the aim
of every pure historiea] scienee,

This aim I have endeavoured to earry out,
not only by a full and satisfactory examina-
tion of the sources, but by a careful survey of
sewentific  opinions — favourable and adverse
Thus unbiaszed in my search for truth, I Lave
endeavoured to provide a good position for
the survey of Isracls ancient religious history,
tracing the discussions connected with it up to
1ts present position.

As the stability of the general aveument i
not weakened by the absence of refercnees to
the Hebrew, T am glad that T am able on this
account to make this zmall work aceessible to
the general publie—to the wide civele of minds
at present mterested in questions of veligions

history,
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