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* Who loves 2 garden, still his Eden keeps.'
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DEDICATED
To MY ELDEST GRANDCHILD, CECIL
ALBINIA ARBUTHNOT, WHOSE DELIGHT
15 IN THE GARDEN, AND WHO MADE
IT THE EDEN OF HEE CHILEHOOD,
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PREFACE

Singr a preface 3 said fo be o mecessary ovil it may perhaps
be wtilised ar @ means for Hie embodying of w feer moles om
subects mot comtained in the Dook itself Amoug these,
52 showld be explained that those flowers—wild o culti-
vaded udors outBnes face firet pager of the months, are
Rt suptorsd o follpw in any order of swecession a5 ds
Sor pure lpoe of them, and were grrasged wheresoener
Phgy sermed fo sust il Bert,

On fiwally boding throwph the proof sheets, the writer
has & comfess to @ disagpointing semse of inadeguacy ; &
pervadizg, ensasp impresrion of how poor o thing afier
alf these slight parden vecords are.  The flowers named
fw Lhemn s fewvemso scaniy ihe atiempled povivayal of
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them ! Mot emphatically so, when £ see the sum-dright
garder 1w all ik joy and plory of thiy royal momtd of
May—mom, with Nature af full food and fore of Spring !
etk 4 proad elmes i Lhe background, faldrest in o fnry
parmeat of budding preen.  The sevevity andfatal bngik
of the | lomp winter endured fn the pevden—thongh many
g femder shrad apd plans kas died of #—it forgoiten in a2
srgment ; and indeed 1 stemi on the whols almosi f Aave
smspired freck [ife and vigour of prowdh in those delicious
dkingswihichae call Spring fowers, e vivhabundance of
owr early favourties this yrar & sndimmished, Though
g o comeeg, ®ow dhat ey are Reve of Jast fhey seee
Aafitual pleasure of ¢Re pavden fails to-day, it ér that
firds are frwer.  There are fewer Ehrashes, and we
mEss Mhe rapiwrs of Sheir musie.  Slackbrds musi
dnwow ke secred of some L5 precarows meéans of fimg,
Jor they mre @y mwmerous ar soer. Yol somekow
Meruis’s magtc mote &5, or o 8 seemy fo me, desy wholly
dear thar it LAt singing of the thred,  Ths air ke sings
5 g0 brief, the Surden of ¥ g0 sad ! He only sings over
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wed vour, ' D¥ Menorias sudrived, pis che di speme 1' VT
five om Memory mors than Aope'  OF comrse he does nor
megn #f 1 the lLast ) But po s fums wear: on iR
rad, mweet, devaiton. [z the winger, affer Chrintmgs,
the holly frees in the parden shone searlef, fpaded ax they
were with derrier,  We fad plamued fo cut away several
dramches of them, bt sniil the birds had svipt tha fruit,
ihe pardener's buife was not fo Be lfied for the prawing,
Yot scarvely had “the wise thrush ' bogun fo feast, vohen
dowrn thare puwosded wpow the Aollics such focks off ffeld=
Jfares from the cpen couniry thal, vn & day the dreix
were bare. So e poor throstles—is whirm of right
the gardsn fruits Selng—siarved ond were foumd dead
i mumbers.  The motly o witd Natyre iz aleays neesy-
sardy, * Live, and bt die wihe map. And thes fhere
i many 4 swall tragedy enacted often, tn the gardes,
Ons of the most pachetic perkaps, when @ finy mother
bird was fourd dead in @ thormy drier, pirced to the
heart by thorns i the Roge-Home of fier choics,

A o wery fime, o5 § owrile, Uromgh 1he ghent
window comer fifully the complasnt of @ solitary dowr



