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PREFACE

TrE functon of a small article in commercial under-
takings is often overshadewed by that of the larger
and wsually more valuable article, and yet the use of
the former is often an absolute necessity for the safety
of the latter, This relative value is emphasized in the
use of cordage, because the successful prosecution of
many industries depends in no mean way upon the
utilization of this useful and comunon commeodity,

Some of the various types of cordage are well known
te the general public, but the methods emploved in
their manufacture, the machinery used, and the sources
of the fibres are not quite so well known, We trust
that these phases are discussed m as hrief but as com-
plete a way as is possible in this httle book, which we
hope will take its own plice in the literature of our
Common Commodities of Commerce,

We take this opportumty of recording our warnmest
thanks to Messrs. David Bridge & Co., Ltd., Castleton,
Manchester, for loan of blocks: to Messrs, The Edin-
burgh Roperie and Sail Cloth Ce., Ltd., Leith, for
assistance and for several photographs; and to DMessrs,
Landaver & Co., London, for some of the statistics
regarding the fibres.

T. WOODHOUSE.

P. KILGOUR.
Seplember, 1015,
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