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TO IIEADS OF FAMILIES.

Ta1s volume I8 put inte Foor hands to encoorape
and aesiet you in the performance of a vory moch
neglected, bot & very important dety —the duty of
worshipping God in your families,

When I have shared in the bomnty of your table,
you bave requested me to oay grace before and after
meat. When I have spent the night at your hones,
befowe we have retirad by vest, you bave ealled your
farily topeiher, bronght tae the Bible, end asked me
to read and pray ; snd in the morning you have done
the sams.

Huch eigna of regard for the ministerial office, and
of raverence for, and interestedness in religion, I am
always #lad to witness, But the question arises io
my mind, on such occasions:— Are these services
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performed when no clergyman is present? Do pou,
before eitting down to eat, look up te God for his
blessing ; and do yow, before leaving the tahle, thank
him for his bounty? Do yow, when no minister of
religion i8 sojonroing with you, eall your femily to-
gether, morning and svening, for resding the Serip-
tures and for prayer; or do you begin and end the
duy without any such exerciees of devotion #

IF it s wy duty to pray, I8 it not yoors slso?
Beading the SBeriptures, prayer, devotion, piely, are
duties and exercises that belong to laymen, az well
es to clereymen, It is the minister's duty to poide
your devotions in the hoose of God; it is your duty
to puide the devations of thoss in your own bousa.

If you kmew that youor mivister, in his family, was
mot 10 the habit of saying grace, of reading the
Bible, and of offering moming and evening prayers
lo Glod, though he performed theee services ever %o
well abroad, you would thiok it very strangs ; you
would think it very wyong. You would doubt his
fitness for, or his feitlfidloess in, his boly office. Bat
if he ought to engage in these exercises of devotion
in his family, why ought yom oot to engege in them
in yours?

—
—_—
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You bave often been reminded of these duties, and
yet, perhaps, you bave omitted them till pcow. If
you plead want of time, 1 would beg you sericusly
to consider, whether yoo can wisdy and innocently
be #o constantly devated to worldly pleasures and
purauits, s to allow yourself and those upder your
roof not even a i minwdes every morning and every
evening for reading the word of God and for prayer ?
Can you think it commendable or gafe ta be so for-
getful of your hesvanly Father and Benefactor: sa
indifferent about religion; so cereless about your
souls, and your eternal welfare 7

If yoo plead want of confidence mod ability to pray

“in your femily, I bove present you some forms of
prayer compodcd for yoor goide and belp; and to
cnocuraTs you in the wes of them, lot me remind yon
that many Chrietians, eminent for Lheir legrning aa
well us their piety, read their prayers.

Perhapa you are 8 professor of religion, and yet
have reared no family altar! O thisk of these things,
and neglect them no longer.

But perhape you will say, you are oot & professor
of religion, and not piova! And is this really your
spiriteal condition, my friend ? And e you resting
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satisfied with it? O et me exbort and urge yon to
repent and turn to God; and may your house soon
become a Bethel, and your heart & dwelling-place of
the holy epirit, and your family one of those families
that call om the pame of the Lord!

Harvard, May 14, 1536,
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