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THE FATHER.

* Vem—1 am Je—=—win [oaldE wnd saw decay
Sienl o'er tha lov'd ol oarth,—le ador'd dor mocli—
It i3 o fenrlul thing, 1o love what Denth may fogeh”™
Are Hruans

I was m the [ull tide of a laborious and absorb-
g profoasion,—of one which nposes on intelleet
un unspanng discipling, bet ultimawly opens the
avenues o wealth and [une, T pursued if, as one
determined on distinction,—as one convineed that
mind mmny amsume oo degroe of omnGpeHcnee over
matter and circumstance, and popular opinicn. Am-
bition's promptings were sirong within me, nor way
its career anprosperous.—] had no reason to com-
plain that its promses were deceptive, or its harvest
tardy.

Yot as my path was among the competitions and
asperitics of men, a character combining strong cle-
ments imght have been in danger of becoming .
dupntedd, had 1 not been sofbened and refined by the
domestic chanties. Conjogal love, carly fixing on
an object most aminble snd beautiful, was asa toun.
tain of living water, springing up to allay thirst,
and to renovale weariness. 1 was anxious that my
horme should he the contre of intellectun] and polish.
ed society, where the buddings of thought should



10 THE FATHRR.

expand unchillidd, and those social feclings which
are the life-blood of existence, flow forth, unfettered
by heartless ceremonv.—And it was so.

Itut my present purpose iz to delineate a single,
and simple principle of our notire,—the most deep-
rooted and holy,—the fove of a father for o dewesh-
fer. My provines has led e to analyze mandind ; and
in dloing thiz, | bave sometimes thrown theie aflec.
tionz into the crucible. And the one of which T
speak, bas eome forth most pure, most free from
droszy admixfure. Lven the carth that combines
with it, {4 not lee etler carthe 18 iz what the foot
of a seraph might rest vpon, and contriet no pollu.
tion,  With the love of gur sons, ambition mixes ils
spirit, till it becomes a fieyy essence. Wo antieipate
oreat things for them,—we covet honors,—we gond
them on in the race of glory ;—if they are vielors,
we too proudly exult,—if vanquished, we are pros-
trate and in bitterness.  Perbaps we detect in them
the same [atent perverseness, with which we have
waged warfue in our owh hireasis, or some imbecility
of purpose with which we Juve no affioity ; and then,
from the very patare of our love, an impatience is

_generated, which they have no power io soothe, or
wet to control. A father loves his son, as he loves
himself,—and in afl selfizshness, there 15 a bias to dis-
order and pain.  Bul his love for los daughter is
different and more disinterezted ; possibly he believes
that it s ealled forth by o being of a higher and
better order. It is based on the integral apd irmmu-



