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PREFACE.

Durwve my residence in Madagascar, both in the interior
end on the const, T have paid considerable attention to the
language, and some three years ago it was suggested to me
to prepare s short Manual to facilitate the study of the
Malagasy Langoage.

Since then, my time being pretty well oocupied in parish
work, I waa not able to corry out that suggestion, but I Lave
now undertakon the work, because the whole island is
thrown open to foreigners. The Queen and Government
of the Hovas having lately embraced Christianity, the
province of Imerina las become Chidstian, and I have
hardly any doubt that the conat tribes will soon follow their
example. Christianity and civilization go haud in band.
Mizsionaries will be followed by traders and others in much
larger numbers thun hitherts,



vi PREFACE.

Up to the preseut, there is no native literature extant.
The copious religious htemtnra tonsists of tranalations by
the missionaries. The Fables in the second part of this
Woerl are purely native, with the exception of No. viil ; they
wera published at Antananarivo in 1834, but besides s MS,
in my possession, there are, so far as I am aware, no other
copies in existence, Tf this little book contributes towards
an elementary knowledge of the lungusge, I shall be amply
repaid.

30, Trewurrr Roap, Urrer Lewmmayu Roan,
Derreosn, May 10eh, 1870,
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