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ADVERTISEMENT.

T small publieation has a 1wofold object. Firs; to exhibit the
people commonly called Shalers, in their proper character, 24 citizens
of the Commonwealth, and under the influence and operation of its
laws, In this view, it ispresented to the stateaman, whether legislator,
lawyes, judge or jurist.  Second, to solve the many questions proposed
by the religious world, eoncerning these singular peaple, ae & religicns
communily, For this purpose, il Is offered 1o professors of religion
of all societies, and all candi) inguirers. )

The Exrosrrow, in its first form, was hastily written for the parpose
of obviating & defamatory bill presepted to the Legislatore of New
York. It is now somewhat abridged, in order to comprise ih few
wards, the main points in goestion, and afford room for a more full
and free discussion of those points, which may afford satisfaction w
the intelligent and candid reader,



EXPOSITION.

Maxy erroneous opinions are entertained concerning
the people generslly known by the name of Shakers,
which are caleulated to mislead the public mind, in
respect to the true character of this SBociety., Many
false reports and incorrect statements have been circula-
ted respecting the principles aud practice of the Bociety,
which bave no foundstion in truth. With a view 10 cor-
reet these erroneous opinions, and as far es in our power,
to remove prejudices and false impressions, we are induoe-
ed from a sense of duty, to lay before the candid public, a
brief statement of facts respecting the principles, govern-
ment, temporal order, and practieal regulations of the
Zociety. This duty we owe to ourselves aod to our fel-
low creatures, for the correct information of the publie,
and the benefit of all concerned : that all who are gor-
erned by the spirit of candor, nnd wish to know the truth
conceroing these things, may no longer depend on the
vague and inconsistent reports in circulation, from which
they can gain no correct knowledge nor justinformation.

Although the Society has published considerable
respecting their faith and principles, yet an opinion
seems still to prevail, especially among strangers, that no
person can be admitted as a member of the Bociety
without first surrendering all his temporal property, and
wholly divesting himself of the government of his fami-
ly, and the care of his children, il he have any, and sub-
jecting himself and all that he possesses to the arbitrary
control of the Elders and leaders of the Society. Nothe
ing can be more erroneous and incorrect than such asups
position. Those things are no more required to obtain
admission into this Society than into any other. We
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believe that no institution, nor auy system of government
could be established which would be more compatible
with man's fres agency, or more consistent with truth,
justice, reason, and all our national rights, civil and relig-
ious, than the system adopted in thie Bociety. The fol-
lowing primary principles constitute the basis on which
this Institution is founded, and by which all its movements
and operations are directed.

FAITH AND FRINCIFLES OF THE SOCIETY.

1. A life of inmocence and purity, according to the
example of Jesos Christ and his first true followers ;
implying entire sbstinence from all sensual and carnal
gratifications.

2. Love.—* By this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples if ye have love one 10 arother.—Love is the
fulfilling of she law.” This is our boud of union.

3. Prace.—* Follow peace with all men,"” is a divine
precept ; hence our abstinence from war and bloodshed,
from all acts of viclence towards our fellow men, from
sll the party contentions and pohtics of the world, and
from all the pursuits of pride snd werldly ambition.—
* My kingdom [said Christ] is not of this world.”

4. JusTice.—* Render to every man hie due.—Owe no
men soything, but to love one another.” We are to be
just and honest in all our dealings with mankind, to dis-
charge all just dues, daties, and equitable claima, as sea-
sonably and effectoally as possible,

5. Hovivess.—** Without which no man shall see the
Lord." Which signifies to be consecrafed, or set apart
from & common to & sacred use. Hence arizes all our
doctrines and practical rules of dedicsting our persons,
services and property to social and sacred uses, having
adopted the example of the first gospel Chureh, in estab-
lishing and supporting one consecrated und united interest
by the voluntary choice of every member, as a sacred
privilege, and not by any undue constraint or persuasion.

6. Goopnesa.—Do good to all men, as far as opportu-
nity and ability may serve, by administering acts of char-
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ity and kindness, and promoting light and truth among
mankind. * Whatsoever, ye would that men should do
to you do ye even 80 to them.”

7. Tevra.—This priociple is opposed to falsehood,
lying, deceit and hypocrisy ; and implies fidelity, reality,
good, earnest sincerity, and punctuality in keeping vows
and promises. These principles are the genuine basis of
our institution, planted by its first founders, exhibited in
all our public writings, justified by Scripture and fair rea-
son, and practically commended as a system of morality
and religion, adapted to the best interest and happiness
of man, both here and hersafier.

MANNER OF ADMITTING MEMBERS.

It must be obvious to every reasonable person, that the
foreguing principles are, in many respects, very contrary
to the carnal and selfish nature of fallen man, and doubt-
less more so than those of any other religions society.
Therefore, there iv little danger to be apprehended of
any person’s being fattered or inveigled into this Suciety,
or of joioing it from any other motive than purely from
the operations of faith and conscience. This, of itself,
is the most powerful guard that cen be set against the
deceptions so often reported to be practised by the Soci-
ety in procuring members. Indeed it precludes the pos-
sibility of such deceptions 1o any alarming extent. To
this it may be truly added, that all reasonable precaution
is used against admitting any person to membership while
ignorant of our real faith and principles, or of the fol-
lowing General Rules :

1. All persons who unite with this SBociety, in any
degree, must do it freely and voluntarily, according to
their own faith and uobiased judgment.

2. In the testimony of the Society, both pablic snd
private, no flattery nor any undue influence is used ; but
the most plain and explicit statements of its faith and
principles are laid before the inquirer ; so that the whole
ground may be comprehended, as far as possible, by every
candidate for admission.

II
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3. No considerations of property are ever made ase of
by this Society, to induce any person to join it, nor to
prevent any one from leaving it ; because it is our faith,
that no act of devotion or service that does not flow from
the free and voluntary emotions of the heart, ecan be
acceptable to God as an aet of true religion.

4. No believing busband or wile is allowed by the prin-
ciples of this Society, to separate from an unbelieving
partner, except by mutusl agreement ; unless the eon-
duet of the unbeliever be such as to warrant a separation
by the laws of God and man. Nor can any husband or
wife, who has otherwise abandoned his or her partoer, be
received into commuuion with the Bociety.

6. Any person becoming & member, must rectify all
his wrongs, and, as fast rod as far as it is in hiz power,
discharge all just and legal claims, whether of creditors
or filial heirs. Nor can any person, not conforming to
this rule, long remain in union with the Society. Butthe
Society is not responsible for the debts of any individnal,
except by agreement ; because such respousibility would
involve a principle roinous to the institution.

6. No difference is to be made in the distribution of pa-
rental estate among the heirs, whether they belong to the
Society or not ; but an equal partition must be made an
far 8a may be practicable and consistent with reason and
justice,

7. If any unbelieving wife separate from a believing
bushand, by agreement, the husband must give her a juat
and reasonable share of the properly ; and if they have
children who have arrived to years of undersianding suf-
ficient to judge for themselves, and who choose to go
with their mother, they are not to be disinberited on that
account, Though the character of this institution has
been much censured on this ground, yet we boldly assert,
that the rule abave stated has never, to our knowledge,
been viclated by this Suciety.

B. Indusiry, temperance and frugality, are prominent
features of this institution. No member whe is able 10
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labor, can be permitted to live idly upon the labors of oth-
ers. All are required to be employed in some manual
oceupation, according to their several abilities, when not
engaged in other necessary duties.

MANNER OF GOVERNMENT.

It muet be obrvious to every reflecting mind, that the
government of this Society connot be of a tyravnical and
arbitrary character. Nor ean any government which is
not just and equitable in itzelf, long exist init; because
the faith and principles of the Bociety ban support no
other, as oo gan*rnnﬁe nt can be maintained io it but by the
faith and general approbation of the members : besides, the
liberal principles held forth in the eonstitutions and gen-
eral laws of the land, would be an insurmountable barrier
to & governmeni of any other character. And even if
thie barrier were insufficient, it iz well knowno that the
world presents to the view of the nateral mind, enjoy-
ments much more pleasing than those contained in the
principles of this Society. It would therefore be impos-
gible for a government, which should prove itself tyranni-
cal, and exercise unjust powers, ever to sway the faith of
the members, and shut the avenues to the world, so as to
prevent them from withdrawing, and seeking the more
naturaly pleasing enjoyments which it affords.

The rules of government in the Society are adapted to
the different orders of which it is composed. Tn all (as
far as respects adults) it is spiritusl ; its powers and au-
thorities growing out of the mufual faith, love and confi-
dence of all the members, and harmoniously cencurring
in the general form and manner of government establish-
ed by the first founders of the Bociety.

1. Tbe cffective basis of the government so establish-
ed, and which is the support of all its institutions, is the
the faith, voluntary choice, union and general approbation
of the members. Itis an established maxim in the Society
that any member who is not reconciled to the faith, order
and government established in it, is more injurious than
beneficial to it ; hesides the loss to himsell of his own
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