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INTRODUCTION

T0 THE BECOND EDITION.

Bomewiaw literature is hardly known; indeed, many
people do not even know that such a literature exists wt
all. Of late zome praiseworthy efforts have been made
by Mr. Wratislaw, M. A. (late fellow of Christ Collega,
Cuambridge), and some French writers, to rescnoe from
oblivion at least something of Bohemisn literature. In
hig own words { Liferafure of Bokemia, Goorge Bell Co.
1878), he suys: “f And at tho present time the people of
Great Britain are for the most part i0 a similar state of
ighorance with regard to the literature of Bohemin,
scarcely believing indeed that it hos any literature at all,
and utterly ot & losz to acconnt for thut great intel-
lectual and religions revelution, which, in the beginning
of the fifteenth century, shook the power of Rowe to
its foundation, and animated a Sluvonic people of ouly
four millions to muintain succesafully a single-handed
conflict ngaingt the Papucy and the German empire for
full two bundred years. And if it yielded at length to
overwhelming numbers and weighit, it wasa not wutil it had ,
been undermined for nearly & century by the eralfy and
eruel poliey of seions of the Hupsbnrg dynasty upon its
throne, * * * [t is & very unfortunate circum-
stance that so much of Bohemian literators has been
lost, or rather ruthlesaly destroyed by the emissaries and
agents of the Chureh of Rome. * * * It mat-
tered little to such barbarisue whether any work that
fell into their clutches was of Catholic or Protestaut
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tendency, if it were but in the detested Bohemian
tongue, snd one Jesoit bossted on his death-bed that
he had destroyed with his own hands no less than sixty
thonzand volumes in that language” I would also
mention a very valuable collection of translations made
from the Bohemian by the celebrated English lingnist,
Dr. John Bowring ( Vibor z bésnictvi Ceského, Chesk-
ian Anthology). Being a history of the poetical
literature of Bohemis, with translations by Dr. John
Bowring (London, 1832: Rowland Hunter).. He algoin
hiz introduction explaine why Bohemis has so little
literature, and slso, in & way, why it never can have.
Writing of the battle of Bila ITora, he saye; *° Thongh
the battle of the White Monntain, in 1620, was fatal
only to the reformers of Bohemia, yet ite comsequences
were tersible to the whole Bohemian people. Civil war
in itz worse shape devastated the land, and so fierce
were its visitations that the Jesuit Balbin, in one of his
letters, expresses his surprise that after so many proscrip-
tions, exiles, flights, and sullering, a single inhabitant
ghould remain. The language of Hohemia was aban-
donpd—its literature fell into decay. The tainé of
heresy had so deeply stained the works of more than
two venturies, that they were all recklessly condemned
to the flames. Banishment was the portion of the most
ilinstrious among the Bohemians, and equal, undistin-
gnishing malediction pursned everything which bore a
Slavonian character. Legends of the sainta, trumpery
discussions about trumpery dogmas—and sll those
streams of pitiful and useless learning, in which civil
and religions despotism seek to engage and exhaust
inquiry, were ponred over Bohemis.” * * *® « gp
ingenuons eriticiem on the popalar poetry of the Bobe-
miane may be seen in the Prague Monthly Periodical
{Avgnst, 1837), written by M. Miiller, the =msthetic
professor, in that capital, There is trath in the observa-
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tion, that history and heroiem have furnished few anb-
jects for the Bohemian nationsl songs, and, he says, is
tlre more remarkable when they are compared or con-
trasled with those of other Blavonian races, especially the
HServian and the Bossian. But how should such sengs
exist—or rather if they ever existed, how should they
be long preserved in a etate of society where mo man
dares to be a Bohemian? That freedom of thought and
expression which opens to the poet the great expanse
of space snd time—the whole field of the past and the
future—which allows him to revel in all that is delight-
fal in recolleclion, and im all that is beauntiful in
anticipation—is denied to the minsirel of Bohemia.
He may neither record the struggles of hiz ancestors for
liberty, nor dream of the dsy when self-gosormmoent
shall give to hiz couniry whatever of bappiness she ia
capable of enjoying. Love, of all the passions which he
is permitted to sing, is that which allows the widest
geopa to his imagination—and love is the ever-rnling
subject of his verse. And surely their popular poets
Lave treated this subject with exquisite tenderness and
effect,” Thezs are the opinions and werde of two
Eunglishmen, who trod before me the thorny path of
Bohemian literature. Had their works been published
in Austria, the same fate that met my book, * Bohemian
Legends and Ballads,” would have met them, They
would have been confiscated. Dr. John Bowring, speak-
ing of poor Hanka, sayas: “It is to be hoped that mo
impediment will be thrown in his way, which one
cannot bat fear, from the arbitrary suppression of the
fifth volume of his collection. It is not much to
allow, that those who have mo hope of the future
may be permitted te indunlge in the memories of
the past.” This sin I committed, and s0 my poor
little book was confiscated, I can only say that the pab-



