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Of this Edition of Twhomas Devoney, His
Tromas oF Reaping and Turex BaLuaps on
THE SpantsH Armapa, One Hundred and Fifty
Capies have been printed at The Westminster
Press, on Ruisdael hsnd-made paper, of which
this is Copy Ne. 130
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Introducdon to

Thomas of Reading,



e Lamentation of Mr. Pages Tife

Of Plimoath, who, being forc'd to wed him, confented to his
Murder, for the loue of G. Strangwidge : for
which they {uffered at Bamflable
in Devonrhire.

The Tine is Fortune my Fos, &e,



HE ENGLISH NOVEL, as a distinet liter-
ary form, practically dates from the age of
Elizabeth. Not that the needful materials

had not long becn present in litcrature: it was
simply that much time had to pass beforc these
matermls were combined, actording to certain
ideas and purposcs of art, into this particular
shape. Mazny romances of adventure had come

and gene; and one, the Morte Darthur, had . s,

come to stay. This lacke only form: from its
substance many novels might be made — For
herein may be scen nobie chivalry, courtesy,
humanity, fiiendliness, hardiness, love, friendship,
cowardice, murder, hate, virtue, and sin,” In his
earnest, straightforward way Malory had sct down
not only the heroic ideals of knighthood: he had
given examples of grest cpisodes of passion, such
s the stories of Tristam and Isoud and Launcelot
and Guenever—storien destined to live in all sub-
sequent literature,

In contrast with the serious idealism of the
Morte Darthur wss the humorous realism of
the fablisux. These were short verse-narratives,
probably very pumerous and very popular in
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their dey. As an example of their view-point
it may be noted that one surviving specimen,
Dame Siriz, satirizes the morals of clerks, the
timidity and gullibility of women, and the methods
of witchea,

Some unity of structure had been added by
Gower when he rewrote stories with an eye to
moral purpose; but it wes Chaucer who developed
the art of comstruction. With his gentle humor,
true pathos, his power of character-delineation, and
his kecn insight into the workings of heart and
mind, Chaucer's tales might be redacied into admir-
able novels. But the preat Story-teller preferred
verse; and in so doing he was following 3 national
tendency. The love of metre and the preference
for foreign themes and aources are two of the
most striking characteristica of the pre-Elizabethan
authors.

In spite of this rich accumulation of literary
materiala the first half of the sixteenth century was
barren of prose fictions, More's Utopia, the
single work of importance, was written in Ladn.
Men still read Malory and Chaucer; but civil dis-
turbance repressed creative work, and there was no
time to follow their lead. It was not until the
period of Elizabeth that energy was again turned

into literary channels,
o



