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Town and City Government in Providence.

EiBLY SEITLEMENT.

The local government of New Enpland has always been
vigorous. In some sections, for meny years, the civil power
exercised both political and religions muthority. The colonies
along Massnchusettsa Bay partook largely of the nature of
religious communities. It wae the object ¢ firat to settle
religion hore, before profits or populnrity.™

Discussions in regard to the nature and limit of sivil powers
characterized tho seventeonth century. Ewven before the first
of the New England colonists disembarked there wes found
smong them “‘some appearance of fection which led to the
agreement to submit to the government that should be estab-
lished.”* This early ““appearance of faction™ scou became a
reality. Attemipte to oxtend religioue nuthority led to opposi-
tion, yet, for the most part, the religious element prevailed.
In Maseachusetts Bay coleny the govermment was little less
than theocratic. Here difforences of opinion ne to the func-
tions of the civil magistrate in matters pectaining to religion
became frequent. The expression of these ideas was deemed
“‘dangerons ® by tha government and could not bhe tolerated.

Among those who dared to express so dpinion in regard fo
the authority of msgistrates na sxerciked ot the < Bay” waa

! Young's Clironleles, p. 26.
* Moort's Relstion, p. 3.

Horn—Chapters 1. and 1T, were read before the Rbode Island Historigal
Society, April 23, 1869,

The writer desires to acknowledge his indebledness to thoss who have
kindly placed st his disposal docnments and other materipl bearipg upon the
history of the town and city, especislly to Hency ¥, A. Joslin, City Clerk |
of Providence,




10 Town and Oily Government in Providence.

Roger Willinme, His action in thia and other ' matters of
conacience " led to his departure from the jurisdiction of Muaas-
achusetta Bay colony., [In accordance with n sugpgestion Ffrom
Governor Winthrop, Williams was led ‘“to steer” his course
to Narragansett Bay, “from the freodtess of the place from
any Enplish claims or patents.” Arriving at Seekonk, he
“thegan te build,” but oo information that he wos in the edge
of the **bounds™ of Plymourh, e crossed the river and made
his settlement at the head of Narragansett Bay. Thia place,
in acknowledgment of (ivine leading, he onlled Providence.

In epeaking of hin settlement here, Williams says: «* My
aouls desite waa to do the nalivea good.” It is not truc, that
I waz employed by any, was supplied by any, or desired any
to come with me into thess parts,” nor did he desire ‘“to be
troubled with English company, yet out of Dity ™ gave leave to
several persons to accompany bim. He did not desire to form
& Puritan commonwealth., The sottlement at Providence was
not made with » definite purpose like that in the valley of the
Conneotiout river,

The neighboring eolonigs had eeosived a measnre of assist-
ance from the parent community. The settlement at Providence
was not made under any such favorable circumatances. The
government upder which the ently eettlers hod lived befors
taking up their nbodo at tho mouth of the “Moashausic ™ river
was near enough to interfere in nny questions where its inter-
eat might be involved. The band who formed the early body
of nitizens brooght with them no system of government resolv-
ing them into w “body politie.” Boney and supplies were
wanting. There was no charter from a parent state upon which
to base the aothority for their nets. To inetitute a form of
government under such edverse conditiona wonld, at least, be
difficult, but a still greater obatacle waa to be overcome, The
widely differing opinions of these settlers must be, in & meas-

1 Narraganswit Clnk Puob., vol. ¥i., p. 285.
7 Harris M88., alto K. 1. Hist, Tracts, No. 14, p. 53.



