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COL. MARINUS WILLETT.

Among the oljeets snd purposes for which the Oieidz Historieal
Society is organized, are the coliection and preservation of
aateriale relative to that part of New York formerly known as
Tryon county. Within 1le ecope of this orgunization is the
gathering of seant and ecatterad materiula, sl weaving them into
a narrative rolative to the lives of those who bave been prominent
and Toremost in the importsut and eritical period of tho existence
of the county, and by their valor, patriotism and masterly activity,
made the valley of the Mohawk hisioric ground, and given to it s
pational importance in the history of the country. Of all the
perzons who have contributed to this grand result,  think I am
safe in saying no one stands out more cobspicuously than Col,
Marious Willett. It may be considered a fortunate conclusion
that the gathering of materials for & sketeh of bia life should be
no longer postponed, for it is evident that esch yeur's delay leasens
the chances and increases the difficulties of obtaining information
not already recorded in the well knowo histuries of the times,
especially faots which ean now be found only in unpnblished manu-
Azripis, or in the memory of living witnesacs, ;

In my correspondence and inquiries for facts I Tuckily ascertained,
what 14 probably known to but a eomparatively few, that two sons
of Col. Willett are yet slive, the one eighiy-six ond the other
nearly eighty-cight yanrs of age, with brizht minds and vnelonded
intellects, who were able to jmpart much valuable information
eongerning their Tather, which but for their reteutive memories and
timely aid might bave soon paseel into hapelesa oblivion.

Aside from the ® narrative ” of Col. Willett, written or dictated
mainly, it not entirely by himself after he had attained his
scventieth birthday, and published in i831, the next year afier his
death, by the elder of the two sons aforeinentioned, there is no
anthentic sketch of his life extant, That “ narrative ” makes no
meution of his ¢ivit eareer, which was quite a prominent cne in
New York, after the close of the revoluttonary war, but has
wreference mainly to some of the more important military events
with which be was connected; and even as to those, with the
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becoming modesty of & true soldier, but a brief narration is
given.

Baut a few copies of that * narrative ” are in existence, and those
very diffienlt to be obtained,  The details are too sacant and meager
to satisfy Lhe longings of those who wigh to know more of Col. |
Willett’s life and character—epeeially those of Tryom eounty,
wherein he achieved his greatest victories, and won his grandest
triumphs, Bo, too, the historiea of the stirring times in which
Col. Willett lived hava not the space to do more thau io mention
incidentally, or briefly narrate the more prominent events of the
stormy period of his life,. Ilence, it has been ne easy matter,
though to me a very plessarable occupation, to glean from the
warious and widely separated ficlde of his active labors materials
for a paper that will be foll and aecurate, and do justice to his
toerits and memory, and worthy of preservation in the archives of
thie socicty,

Thomas Willett, the Grst ene of that family name who erossed
the Atlantic to make his heme in thin sestern world, was bora in
Eungland, whare his father and grandfather haod been ministers of
tha goapel. He came in the good ship Lion in 1832, when he was
but twenig-twa years of uge, and settled n the Plymonth solony,
not far from the State oo of Hhode Islond.  The recorde in that
colony frequently mention his name, and furnish cvidence that le
beeame a person of wealth and prominence. In his yoong men-
hood he was a surveyor of hizhways, captain of a military com-
pany, and held other similay positiona.  He engaged in mercantile
purauits; wag interested in sex-going vessely; owned lorge tracts
of land, one of which was formed into a Lownship by the pame of
“Bwansea.” In 18350, while a merchont of Plymooth, he was
appointed by Poter Siuyvesant, then the Dnteh colonial exceative
of New York, one of the Loundary commissioners, to scitle the
digputed line between the English and Duteh, That line was
adjusted, and has passed into history a8 the * artford boundary
treaty of 1850." After the English came into power in New
York, Capt, Willett, was appointed one of the councilors of that
colony, and held thot office from 1665 to 1673, In 1667 he was
appointed by the Fuglish povernor, Richnrd Nichols, the first
English mayor of New York, from which it wonld appear he bad,
in the meantime, become & resident of the metropolia.  When the
Duteh, in 1673, regained ascendency in New York, the property
of Thomas Willett was confiscated; he died the next year,at the age



ADDRESS OF D, E. WAGER ]

gixty-fonr years, and his remains were buried at East Providence, in
Rhode Teland. At page 58 of Lossing’s history of the Empire
State, a fae simile of Thomas Willewt’s signature can be found.
He was the great grandfather of Col. Marinus Willett, whose
name and fame are 50 closely and dearly assogiated with the
history of Tryoniaunly, during the stormy perled of the revolu-
tionary strugele.

Edward Willett {the father of Col. Willett) wae a Quaker and
8 farmer of moderale taeans, near Jamnaica, on Long Island; at
that homestead Marinus was born on July 31, 1740, (old style.)
He was the second son and ¢hild in a family of thirteen children—
the same nomber that wes born unito his great grandfather afore-
mentioned, That father died in 1704, at tho age of ninety-four
years, and, although he belonged to a denemination that was on
principle, opposed to war, yet he was destined to see two of his
song, belore they were eighteen, enter the ratlitary service of their
country, and the one to beeome a prominent leader; the other to
“be a licutensnt on an Englieh privateer, and the vessel on which
be was engagod sweph awny in a hurriczne in the French war of
1768, and all on board lest at sca. Marinus, notil he was nearly
eighteen years of age, pursned the quict and peaceful pursaits of
a farm life at his father’s homestend. Abent that period of his
life, be was moved by a spirit of sell-relianve to leave the paternal
roof aud provide for himself. With & resolute will and a
determined spirit, and with only twenty shillings in his pocket, ha
crossed over to New York to seek in that great city employment,
and, if posaible, make his fortume. To wan about the time of the
French war of 1738, when the colonists were greatly exeited by
reason of raizing of troops, and the aclivity of the contending
forees, In the early spring of that year, three English expeditions
were being fitted onl, with 3 view to attack the French at different
peiots, and drive them out of this country. One of those expedi-
tions, aud in which New York took the greatest interest, was
under the command of Gencral Aberorombie, and to be led by
him from Albany to lakes George and Champlain to attack Fort
Ticonderoga, then garrisoned by 4,000 troops under Mootcalm, &
a field marshal of Franece. Here were to be raised in the vicinity
of New York three battalions of 8060 men each, to be under the
command of Col. Oliver Delancey, a brother of the acting
governor of New York,

It required no great effort to ralse the requisite number of
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troops, for the whole country was in commotion, and the people
running over with enthusizam. Young Willett caught the prevail-
ing spirit of the times and, following his own ambition and the
example of athers, he enlisted in the army aud raised a company
of soldiers on Long Island among his neighbors and sequaintaoces.
Through the influence of friends, he was nppﬁnteﬂ second lieu-
tenant of his company, nod, although wot then eighteen years old,
he was a8 full of patrietism aod 8pirdt a3 those of matnrer years.
In his “ narrative™ is tho following deseription of the uniform he
waore on receiving his eommission as licutenant, viz. : * Green cost
trimmed with silver twist; whitg nnder olothes and black gaiters,
3 cocked hat with large black cockade of gilk ribbon, with silver
button and loop.™ The throe baltalions wers raised, and the first
woek in May the troops left New York in sloops, ascended the
Hudson to Albany, thenee marched overland to Schenectady, and
for Lwo wevka wers emploved in patroling the Mohawk to watch
the settlements and prevent an sttoek from the Freneh, i one
should be made in that quarter. Orders then carme to march to
Lake George, where they arcived the fore part of June, and found
that aclive preparations were there going foeward to cross the
lake, ‘The lest of the month Gen, Abercrombie arvived, but the
. soul of the cxpedition and the idel of the army was young Lord
Heowe, then thirtyfour years of age; young Willett has left on
record hia high apprecistion of the ahility and eoldierly qualities
of that gallant officer. Boon after daybreak on Sunday, July 5th,
the whole army, 16,000 strovy, embarked in 1,000 hoate, to cross
Lake George, from its southern extremity, to its northerly shore.
TlLe day was bricht aud clear, the eoldiers were ¢lad in theirsearlet
coats, and as this armament flpated upon the glassy surface of this
inland gea, seeompanied Dby martial musie, while ensigns and
banners floated in the brecze and glittered in the sunbeams, it
Jooked more like a holiday oeeasion than an army going to battle,
At dawn the next morning, the troops landed at the north end
of the jake, some four or five miles from Fort Ticonderoga,
and while reaching the shore, had a slight skirmish with the oceu-
pants of a Freneh ontpost at that peint, in which a couple of
Frenchmen were killed, A fow of tho Stockbridge tribe of Indinns
sccompanied this expedition, and ag soon as they saw 1he two dead
eoldiers they rushed forward and sccured their eoalps. This was
young Willett's first experience in wituessing the scalping process,
but those scenes became familiar to him later in life, The country
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between Lake George and Fort Ticonderogan was covered by a
dense forest and tangled morasses; the troops formed in good
order, and commenced warching by columnng through the woods,
Lord Howe led the advance guard, near whom was the regiment
in which young Willett marched, moving forward to exposed
points of danger and expecting every moment to fall into an am-
bush or to be met by a strong Fremeh force, The eve of battle is
always one of breathless anxiety, especially to those who bave
never been in an engagement or witnessed ooe. This was Willett’s
firat experience, and be hae left an account of hie feelings on this
oceasion ; ho etntes that be did not ot this time, nor ever subse-
quentiy in his life, experizcnes the slighteat degree of fear, but on
the contrary he was quite elated, and his spirite highly exhilarated
88 the erisis approached, The troops bad oot proceeded two milea
before an ambush was discorered near where yorng Willett was
marching. A sharp enpagement eusned amd Lord Howe was soon
to the front rallying and eheering his men, when he was struck by
a bullet and instantly killed. The Freneh were dispersed, but the
sudden death of Howe threw his troops inio con{usion and disorder.
There then seemed to be ne feader or any oone to jssue orders.
The troops wandered about follawing incompetent guides, crossing
each other's track, and firing at their owo friends, mistaking thom
for the foe, While thus moving Willett and his companions
accidentally fell in with Gen. Abererormbie, who stood under a
huge tree, with a large cloak wrappued sboot him, while two regi-
ments of regular troops wera drawn up arpond his person to guard
and protect him from harm. IHe isened vo orders and the troops
continued to wander the rest of the day, lost and bewildered iu the
woods. As night overtook them, they halted and reated until
morning ; on awgking it was found that most of Lthe men had
encamped nearthe spot whera ihey had landed from the boats the
morning before,

It was afternooo before the army was again in motion for Fort
Tieonderoga, and when three miles from the fort, they halted and
pasged another pight in the woode. The next day, whieh was the
8th of July, the army again staried on its march for the fort, and
about noon was reenforced by six hundred Indians aoder the
command of Siv Willlwm Johvson, DBut the want of a leader and
sompetent guides haod not been wupplied. The same confusion,
disorder and bewilderment prevailed, and before the Lroops wers
awore of it, or knew the danger they were in, they became en-




8 COL. MARINUS WILLETT,

tangled in a network of fallen trees, and found they were dircetly
under the cnemy’s breastworks, and exposed 1o a marderons fire.
For four or five hours the baitle raged, to the great disadvantage
of the British treops, and it was oot until egnsct the firing ceased,
and the latter retired to epend avother night in the forest, expect-
ing to renew the atiock the next day, belore daylight.

The next morning Licat, Willett was awakened from a sound

‘glecp sud told tiot the army was rapidly making its way to their

boats, with a view to recross the lake.  About eight that morning
the troops re-embarked, and, althoogh there was no encmy near,
great confusion and disorder prevailed, and this expeditiou, which,
three days before, came with such porop and splendor, returned in
disgrace, leaving behind it, killed and wounded, some two thousand
aof its oumbera. No doubt (en. Abzreromhie felt much safer
when he had put thirty-eight miles of Lake Georgre between him-
self and Montenlm.

In that cxpedilion were two sther persone prominent in the
histery of New York, and wlo have been miore or lers connected
with affairs in Tryou eounty. The one was Gen, Philip Schuyler,
whose name wa3 given to Fort SBtanwix during a portion of the
revolulionary war; the other, Gen, John Tiradsirect, a prominent
officer in the colonial service, and who was, for years, part owner
of Cosby's manor, which ineludes the site of Utics, and whose
widow, by avotler marriage, wae grandmother to that Martha
Bradstreet who made ber name famows, not ooly by reason of her
Iegal end other abilitics, but by the long, tedions and expensive
litigation which, over half a century ago, she inflicted npon Uticans
and others, regarding their land titles, Goen. Bradstrest was but
a mujor in that expedition, yet he burned wilh indiguation because
of ite shameful failure. At a couneil of war held at the head of
the lake the very evening Lhe troops returned from Ticonderogs,
he urged the adoption of measures Lhat would tend to wipe out or
relieve the disgracefnl blunder. He supgested sn expedition
against Fort Frontenac (now Kingston,) and offered to lead il
Some looked upon such an undertaking as wild and chimerieal,
and its suceessful execotion improbable, for it was considered &
etrong fortress for those times, well supplied with men, cannon
and ammunition; but Bradstreet urged Lis offer with so much
earnesiness that Gen, Abercrombie at fast reluctantly consented to
commiseion him to go and take with him three thousand troops.
Among the number was young Willett and the regiment to which




