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FIEST DAY.— Tuesbpax, JUuLy 6.

Tue fiftyfirst annonsl meeting of tha American
Institate of Instruction was called to order In the
Town Iall at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., st £ M,
July 8.

The chair was occupied by I. N. Carleton, of New
Britain, Conn., the president of the Institute. The
seasion was opened with prayer by Prof. W. G. Nowell,
of Albany, N. Y.

B. G. Northrop, sccretary of Board of Edueation,
Conn., then addressed the sssoclation on the Quincy
Method. {See Lectures.)

DISOURAION, .
Col. F. W. Parker, late superintendent of schools,
Quiney, Masa., on being called apon, said: —

I have not a word of complaint to make in regard to
gome of the criticlams [ haveheard. Many of the critics of
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the Quincy method have a wonderful power of telling
what the Quincy method is without examining fnto it or
ever secing it.  'We claim nothing new in our method; in
fact, we put forward a3 a reason for using it the age of
the method. We are glad to have: critics point out its
faults. There is no good in telling us that we are wrong
withont telling ns hew.

The fundamental principle of the * Quincy system ™
iz to make the tenchers ns uzeless os poseible, and lead the
pupil to work for himself. The first element in this
progress is freedom of action on the part of superintend-
entz of schoolz. The teacher must mlso be free, and
allowed to carry out original and individual methods of
training. Freedom, and not particular methed, should
be striven after. All the world works in one of three
directions, — after & pattern, a pattern cut oot by others;
after an ideal, our own creation; or we are cobblers, patch-
ing up the bad work of others. The work of the teacher
should be to foillow an ideal. We will find the idesl in
the possibilities for development of the human mind.
The purpose of edoeation iz mind-development. Thas
which is most practical is best adapted to this develop-
meni. Qur purpose ehould be to lead the teachers to form
en ideal of their own, by studying the experiences of others;
by studylng the mind and. by studying the subjects, and
then to let them work it out in their own way.

W. T. Harris, LL. D., of Missouri, said that in criti-
clsing & system we should bear in mind two important
facts : there is a formal activity and a substantial activity
of the mind, or & useful and a non-useful activity.
Children may be instructed and interested in checkers,
but it is uscless activity ; and though they may not be
80 much interested in reading, writing, and arithmetio,
such activity is more sabstantial, and hence, more
important. It appeared that the persomal interest of




