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Take carc that vou vever zpell a word
wrong.  Always, before you spell a word,
consider how it 13 spoelled, aod if yoo do
oot remember it, turn Lo a dictionary. It
produces great praise to o lady [or gentle-
man] to spell well— Fhomar feferson, in
letter to his daughier.
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PREFACE

Notwithstanding the asseriion made by one of oor promi-
nent edvucators that the boy io the high sehool who is accosed
of being a poor speiler should regard the accozation as 8 com-
pliment rather than & disgrace, the great body of English-speak-
ing people feel that accuracy in the nae of the mother-tonpoe
in orthography, as well ap in comiposition, is one of the marks
ol even a fair education,

The problem of how to weke good spellers is a very present
ono for the teachers in the schools, A few vears ago it was
thought by & pumber of promiveot edneators that it would
be Lest to do away with the spelling-hook aod teach apelling
incidentally in conpection with the regular schowsl subjects,
In the schools where this plan, or rather lack of plan, was tried
it was =oon found that popils regparded spelling merely as
incidental, attaching little importance to it.  Svstematic wse
of the unpedagogic spellers now on the market iz far betier
than this haphazard instruction given without a text.

During the past few vears the subject of spelling hasz received
increasing attention from educators and psyohologists, investi-
gations having revealed facts that can not help being of great
value In making good spellers. These iInvoestipations of thou-
sands of children in Germany, in Philadelphia, Chicago, and
many of the important cities of Wisconein, have shown with a
reasonable degree af certainty the following facls:

1. Io learning to spell, school children are largely “eve-
minded;" that is, ther obtain their percepts of the order of the
letters m words by seeing the words in print or in geript,

2, The ease of obtaining the percepts and the ability to
reproduce them with accuracy are aided by studying the words
in the form in which theéy vsually appear in print or script,
unmodified by separation into syllables or the application of

dizeritical markings.
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4. Good gpelling is aided greatly by wriling, and, to a less
extent, by naming the letters aloud in order, The careful pro-
nunciation of the words by the pupil has been found to be a
sreat aid In correct spellmg,

4, Very much betler results bave besn obtained when
attention was called to certain words of diffienlt orthography or
when something of interest, either in proounciation or meaning,
was given with reference to the words,

Even a cursary examination of the spelling-books published
within the period of these investigations will show that (lieir
authore either had no knowledge of the investigationz or chose
not to atilize it.  Tf, then, the resulte of the investigations are
oot to be discradited, tha necepaity for a text-bool in apelling
which shall take into acconnt e srcerteined facts iz plainly
shown. To incel this neoessily, the Sighlt Speller hiag been
prepared.

The words are printed in clear, bold-faced typo to zppeal to
the eye of the pupil, and there are no marks of any kind on or
about the words to distract the attention of the pupil from theie
nsnal form.

Under each list of words, in zmaller tvpe, are the words
marked [or correct promunciation. Here are alzo given such
canlions, meanings, and facts as will call more interested atten-
tion to the words to be speiled. The diacritical markings are
those used in Webstar's Tnfernational Dictignary, bot there are
no re-spellings, it having boon deompustrated hoyond guestion
that such re-spellings are a frequent source of poor spelling, as
they present an incorrect fovm for critical attention, the result
boing that the incorrect form is often the one which makes the
stronger impress upon the mind,

The choice of vocabulary and its extent are among the most
important prablems in preparing a pood spelling-book,

It iz manifestly lmpossible to include in a speller all the
words that are foond in the dictionary, many thousands of which
find no place in the vocabulacy ot the ordinary citizen,

Although much faglt 15 found with the irregularity of our
English spelling, it 18 a fact that the averape child, acquainted
with the common analogies of our lanpoage, will spell correctly
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hundreds of words which he has never geen, The analogies and
the phonetics of our langnape attend fo the spelling of the larper
number of worda in the langnage. It is not neceszary, then, to
incarporate all of these in a speller. Meither is it necessary in a
gpelling-book to give special attention to the simpler analogies,
as that is amply provided for in our modern methods of teach-
ing reading.

There are thos left for the special vacabalary of the spelling-
book only such worde as insolve some orthographic difficalty.
What eonstitutes orthoegraphic difficulty is, of coorse, larpely a
matter of judgment of the author or teacher, but some advance
hias been made on individoal judgment by a eomparison of apell-
ing tests used in a number of cities throughount 1he country, T
iz fonnd that certnin wards that are frequently misepelled in one
city will present oo difliculty whatever in another; also, that
certain words which are misspelled by pupils quite geterally
are snch as apparently shoold present no dillicnlty whatever,
An iovestigation of difficunltiss in spelling waz made at the
University of Wiscansin nader the supervision of the professor
of psychology, Tt was fonnd that the preatest difficulty lies in
the donhling of letiers.  Theo, Io ovder, with the terminations
afife and fBfe, i of and fe, 0 fes, sdor, and cfos, and in silent
lettors, It will be noled that prominence is given to thess Jifli-
cnlties in the preparation of the lessons and in the scloction of
the words for this book. “The doubling of lellers and some
other difficulties involve the rules of spelling. A single role is
emphasized in each pgrade, and a review of all the rules, with
drille, iz piven in the eiphth prade. It ia believed that this
arrangement will make the rules serviceable to the pupils.

In many spelling-books particular stress is laid upon lists of
homophenes. Tha spelling-hook that places together the words
for and fues for the pupl to study and to distingnish s doing
him a positive disservice. . The word fee is seldom nsed as the
name of a caek, and there is certainly no poszibilily that the
pupils in our schogls to-day will ever have apy occasion to
employ if. Until these two words were studied in juxtaposition
there was little probability of fox being misspelled; but from this
time forward every pupil needing to write the word representing
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two thousand pontds, will meet the question, Shall | spell it with
an @ or with a #f The more he thinks about it the more ]ihe]}r
iz he to choose the wrong letter. Spelling-books having long
lists of homophones lead to the very confusion they are soeking
Lo avoid.

There iz not likely to be confogion in the minds of the
popils with words prescoted at long intervalz. Early in life
the word Jead is Jearned. Il may not be necessary until many
VEeATs afterward Lo add the word Jedfs, atd whon that time contes
thera will be no confusion unless some speller gronps the words
and directs the pupil to study the two words torether., The
wards fo, foo and froe, and fAere and ffedr are learned at abont
the same time, and it is the copfusion of a [ew words aoch as
these that has led to the belief that it iz pecessary io teach
tmany homophones, whereas, in point of fact, the pumber needod
is verv small, A few homophones with which popils may hawe
special dilliculty are piven in the Heview and Dictation Exer-
cises. Here pupila may see the words in their proper relations
to other words, and with their exact meanings indicated by their
use in semtenceg,

Though the method of presentation may vary, all practical
teachers renopnize th necessity of drill and of frequent review
upon troublesamn wonds,  Yords of thia nature have been
repeated in each prade. Mo apology 15 offered for the occor-
rence of sefrsade amd itw derivativas sowen times, nor for the
repetition of derefd and ils derivatives as frequently. Every
teacher above the fourth grade will recognize the necessity of
the repetition.  Drill, drill, drill, is the price to be paid lor good
gspelling. It is recommended that, besides mastering the spell-
ing of the words for ite own grade, each grade review all the
wards given for the preceding prade.

If an eighth prade popil can spell every word in the spelling-
book correctly, he or gshe may atill be a poor speller for life.
Mew words are conetantly arising that must be learned. More
important than all elze is the formation of the drcffonary fabit,
This habit well formed will moke even a patorally poor speller
a good speller in adult life, az well as contribute to his general
Intellipence, The colivation of this habit is one of thae chief
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advantages to be gained by the use of this spelling-book. Tach
lezsson has something to be looked up in the dictienary, and
specific directions are given to the pupil as to what he shall look
up. A leacher may talk ever so much about the ose of the
dictionary, and adwvise ite nse, but, unless definite lessons are
siven, the habit will not be formed. The act of searchiog for
the word, the refention of the letters of the word in the mind,
and the mental chastisement if they slip away before the word
searched for i1z found, are all powerfnl infloences in fixing the
form of the word in tha mind,

The compilation of a mere liat of words for use in the grades
would be an easy task, bnt woold be of donbtfnl utility. The
words in this speller are chosen with refavence to their orthe-
graphic dificulty. It is primarily e spelling-hock, and not a
lanpnare book, 8 prammar, an slvmolegy or an arthoepy. With-
nut sacrificing this {undamental idea, however, it has been fonnd
posaihle to so classify the words of the speller that the mesn-
ings of hnndreds of them hecome apparent, the pronunciation of
athers is indicated, and the dervation of many more made clear.

The spelling lesson is often the lesson that is most neglected
by the teacher, not because of any want of appreciation of its
importance, but chisfly because of lacl of time. This textis
an aid to the teacher. It not ouly presents the list of words in
proper form, but it alao gives such assiztance to the pupils as
the careful teacher wonld gladly give had shie ths tims,

It is hoped that the use of this tewt wiil make the spelling
lesson something more than a Yeconning o'er” of a mere list of
words, and the author will feel abyndantly vepaid if his offort
to produce 8 spelling-book which recognizes the results of recent
scientific investigations shall be accorded a welcome by teachers
and pupils.



