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AUGSBBURG CONFESSION.

Avn regularly congtitnied Lutheran Synods, connected with
the Genersl Synod, “reccive snd hold, with the Tvangelical
Lutheran Church of our fathers, the word of God, ns eontained
in the Canonical Seriptorss of the Old and New Teatumenis, a2
the onfy infailifils rule of faith and practice, and the dupbury Con-
Jewrion, a8 & eprrect exhibition of the fumdomentsl doctrines of
the Dvpe word, snd of the feith of our Choreh fgunded npom
that word.”" Constituiion of ihe General Synod, as adopted in
1865 nud 1869, Bee Art. 11, Seot. 3.

PART FIRST.
Articie L —Or Gon.

UR churches with one aceord teach, that the decrea
of the Council of Nice, concerning the unity of
the Divine essence, and concerning the threa persons, is
true, and ought to ba confidently believed, vie.: that
there is one Divine essence, which is called and is God,:
eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, infinite in power, wis-
dom, and goodness, the Creator and Preserver of all
things visible and invisible: and yet, that there are .
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4 AUGBBURG CONFEBRION,

thres persons, who are of the same essence and power,
and are coeternal, the TFather, the SBon, and the Holy
Bpirit. And the term person they use in the same
eense in which it is employed by ecclesinstical writers
on this subject: to =ignify, not a part or quality of
somethiog else, but that which sobsists of itself

They condemn all heresies, which have sprong wp
againgt this article, such as that of the Manichseans,
who maintained the existepce of two principles, an
evil and & gond one. Likewise the Valentinians, Arians,
Eunominns, Mohammedang, and all such like, They
condcmn alzo the earlier and later Samosateansz, who,
whilst they contend for the exmtence of only one Per-
son, subtilely and impiously assert of the Word and
Holy Bpint, that they are not distinet pemsons, but
that the Word signifies the voeal word, and the Bpirit
the motion ersated in things,

L

Armiore IL—0Or ORIGINAL 31N,

Our churches likewize teach, that sines the fall of
Adam, sll men whoe are naturally engendered, are born
with zin, that is, without the fear of God or confidenca
towards Him, and with sinful propensities: and that
thiz disease, or original sin, is truly gin, and still con-
demng and capszes cternal death to those who are not
born again by baptism and the Holy 8pirit.

They condemn the Pelagians and others, who deny
that natural depravity is sin, and who, to the dispar-
agement of the glory of Christ's merits and benefits,
contend that man may be justified before God by the
powers of his own resson.
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Artiore [IL—0Or THE Sos or Gop axo His
MepraTORTAL WoORE.

They likewise teach, that the Word, that is, the Son
of God, assumed human nature, in the womb of the
blessed Virgin Mary, so that there are two nalures,
human and divine, mseparably vnited in unity of per-
tian, ane Christ, tree God and true man, who was born
of the Virgin Mary; who truly suffered, was crucified,
died, and was buried, that he might reconcile the
Father to ue, and be a sserifiee not only for original
gin, but alse for all actual sina of men. The same
descended into hell and truly rose again the third day;
then asecandad to heaven, that ho might sit af the right
hand of the Father, might reign forever over all erea-
fures, and might sanciify those who believe in him, by
sending into their hearts the Holy 8pirit, whe may
govern, console, gnicken, and defend them agsinst the
devil and the power of sin. The same Christ will
return again oponly, that he may jodge the living and
the dead, ete., sccording to the Apostles’ Creed.

ArtioLk IV.—OF JOUSTIFIOATION.

They in like manner teach, that men cannot be jus
tified before God by their own stremgth, merits, or
works; but that they are justified gratuitously for
Christ's sake, through faith; when they believe, that
they are received iuto favor, and that their sing are
remitted for the sake of Christ, who made eatistaction
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for our transgressions by his death. This faith God
imputes for righteousness before him. (Rom. iii. and iv.)

ApTicLE V.—OF THE MINISTERIAL
OFFiCcE.

In order that we may obtain this faith, the minisiry
has been instituted, for teaching the gospel, and ad-
ministering tho sacraments. For through the instru-
mentality of the word und saeraments, the Holy Spirit
is given, who, when and where it pleases God, works
faith in those who hear the gospel, namely, that God,
for Christ's sake, and not on account of any merit in
us, justifies those who believe that they are recoivad
inte favor for Christ's sake,

They condemn the Auabaptists and othems, who sup
posc that the Holy Spirit is given to men by their own
preparations and works, without the external word,

ArToLE VI.—Coxoessing New JBEDIENDE

They likewise teach, that this faith must bring forth
good fruita; and that it is our duty to perform those
good works, which God has commanded, becanse it iy
his will, and oot in the expectation of thereby meriting
justification before him. For, remission of sing and
justification are sscured by fmith; as the declaration
of Christ testifiea: * When ye shall have done all those
things, say, we are unprofitable servanta.”

The sume thing is tanght by the ancient ecclesias
tical writers: for Amibrose says, * This has been ordained
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by God, that he who believes in Chriet shall be saved
without works, receiving remission of sins gratuitously
through faith alone.”

Anrione VIL—Or vae CHURCH.

They likewise toach, that there will always be one
holy church. Bet the church is the congregation of
the sainta, in which the gospel is correctly tanght, and
the sacraments are properly administered. And for
the true unity of the church, it is sufficient to agree
concerning the doetrines of the goapel, and the admin-
istration of the sscraments. Nor is it necessary that
the same human tradifions, that is, rites and esremonies
instituted by men,should be everywhere observed. As
Paul saya: "“One faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all,"” ete.

ARTIOLE VIII. — WHAT e CHUros I

Although the ehurch is properly & congregation of
eaints and true believers; yet as, in the presemt life,
many hypocrites and wicked men are mingled with
them, it is lawful for ua also to receive the sacraments,
though administered by bad men, agreeably to the
declaration of our Baviour, “that the Scribes and
Pharisecs git in Mosea" seat,” efc.  And on account of
the appointment and command of Christ, buth the word
snd sacraments arg efficacious, even when administered
by wicked men.

They condemn the Donatists and such like, who
denied that it is lawful to make use of the ministry of
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wicked men in the church, and who thought the mine
istry of such useless and without efficacy.

Asrione IX.—CowcErNing BarpTies.

Concerning baptism our churches teach, that it ia
neccesary to salvation ; that throogh baptiem, the grace
of God is offtred. And that children are to be bap-
tized, who being by baptism offered to God, are received
into His favor. -

Therefore we reject the doctrine of the Anabaptista,
who reject the baptism of children.

Artrcie X —(» vHx Lomp's Burrea.

In regard to the Lord's supper, they teach that the
body and blood of Christ are truly present, and are
dispensed to the communicants in the Lord's supper:
and they disapprove those who teach otherwise,

Arrrong XI, —Or CONFESEION.
Concerning ‘confession, they tench, that private abso-
Iutign ought to be retained in the churches; although
an enumeration of all our offtnces s not necessary in
confession. For this is impossible, according to the
declaration of the Psalmist: “Who can understand
bis errors?” (Pe. xix, 12)

ArTicLE I, —OF REPENTANCE.

Concerning repentance they teach, that those who
have relapsed into gin after baptism, may at any time




