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PREFACE.

Tae poems of the anthor of ** Lead, Kind-
ly Lirht " need no recommendacion to the
public. 'Wherever the English lanmusge 15
spoken, that bymn is a [avorite ; i€ bag given
expression arkl asswagement 1o thousands
groping in the darkness of spiritual conflict
or of bergavement, who will ke to zee what
clsc of the kind the author hes produced.
And though there may be nothing with the
same familiar soond and sweet associabions,
there is muoch to repay study, and not a hie-
te that iz warlhy w be counted among a
hymn-lover's treasures [r evermore.

Jubn Henry Newman is almost eo#val with
the century, In the religions history of which
his name will occupy so prominent a place,
The outwand facts of his fife are few and
quickly told : of his intellectual carcer only a
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brief outline can here be given. He was
borm in London, February 21st 181 ; he
entered Trinity College, Oxford, 1816 ; was
elected Fellow of Oriel College, 1822 @ received
orders in the English Church, 1824 ; was Vice-
Principai of Alban [lall, under Dr. Wihately,
1825-26 ; tutor of Oriel, 182632 ; Vicar of
St. Mary's, Ouford and Littlemore, 1828-43
editor of the ¢ British Critie,” 1834841 Dut
he iz best known as the chieFmover in that
great relizious upheaval of our age, the final
effects of which none of us will live to trace,
variously known as the *' Oxford,”™ the ** High
Church ¥ und the ** Trctrian Movement,”
—the lasl and most charscterstic of thise
names being derived from the velebrated sc-
ries of “Tracts tor the Times," 1o which he
was much the largest contributor,  The clos-
ing one was the famons “ No. XC7 an attempt
o reconcile the " XXXIX. Anicles™ with the
canons and decrees of the Council of Trent,
which rowsed s0 much alarm and indignation
as to compel-his diocesan to request the dis-
continuance of the series.  Newman obeyed,
bat under protest ; and his tendencies became
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more and more prononnced, until, by a log-
cial necessity, in September, 1845, his last
words as an Anglican clergyman were spoken
to a small gatheriny of friends and papils in
his bome-chapel 31 Liclemore, and in the
fllowing October, he was received into the
communion of the Roman Catholic Chuech.
In 1836, be wisited Rome, was admitted 1o
the priesthood, joined the Omtory of S
Phalip Heri, founded a branch thercolin Eng-
wland om hos retwen thither, in 1848, and has
spent most of Lus Life since as the Head of the
Birmingham [lowse,—alleil, in 1852, he
founded the Roman Catholic University at
Dublin, and acted 29 it Reclor onlil 1858
He was made Cardinal, May 12th, thyg.

In 1364, he published his ** Apologa pro
Vita Suz,” which gives a history ef the devel-
opment of lis relipions opinions from his
youth ugy, and furnishes much incidental evi-
dence that his ment] and sparitual constitu-
tion was of the sort which scems almost pre-
destined to find its final home in the Roman
fold. He says of his scheol-days ;. My im-
agination ran on unknown influences, on mag-
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ical powers and talismans, . . . 1 thought
lifc might be a dream, or T an angel, and all
this world a deception ; my fellow-angels by a
playful device concealing themselves from me,
and deceiving me with the semblance of a
material world.”  Andagain: T was very su-
petstiions . ., and used constanily to cross
myzelf when poing into the dark ;"' vet he
could **make no sorl ol conjecture ™ whenes
this practice was detived, 1l also mentions
a “deep imagination, ™ that hie was called o g
celibate life, which ook possession of him in
186, and strengthenad his © Reeling of separa-
tion from o visible world. ™ Dwuing his thirty-
six years of esidence at Oulored, he was brought
into more or less intimate relations  with
Whately, Keble, Pusey, Mozley, the Froudes,
the Wilberforees, ¢tc,  He was counted
wustere and reserved by some, kindly and pen-
ial by vthers, —the troth secming to be that he
was reserved by nature, and especially so with
strangers and antipathetic persons, but knew
how to unbend and be companionable and
delightful to his friends. It is plain that he
exerted a powerful influence upon those admit-



